
October 9, 2011 
 
READ:    1 Kings 3  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
is happening in this very early part of Solomon’s 
reign? Who is involved, and why? What did Solo-
mon do, and why? How was God involved?  
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Solomon’s early reign was a 
mix of honoring God and dishonoring His law. 
Nevertheless, God still used Solomon in His plans 
for Israel. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Have you ever 
wanted to do the right thing, but somehow gotten it 
wrong in some way? What was the outcome of that 
experience? Were you judged harshly for “blowing 
it” or kindly for your good intentions? How have 
you tried to honor God with your life, yet in retro-
spect have seen that you made some mistakes along 
the way in what you did or said? How do you think 
that these mistakes affected your relationship with 
God? With others? With your effectiveness as a 
Christian? Have you been able to learn from these 
mistakes in a way that has helped you to improve 
your walk with the Lord? 
 
 
PRAY:  God loves us the way we are...and it does 
not surprise Him when we make mistakes along the 
journey of our faith. Thank Him today for His 
grace and forgiveness...and like Solomon, ask Him 
for wisdom so that you can make better choices in 
the future. 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

October 10, 2011 
 
READ: 1 King 3 (focus: verse 1); Deuteronomy 
7:1-3  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
did Solomon do with Pharaoh? Why do you think 
he married Pharaoh’s daughter? Where did he 
bring her? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Solomon’s intermarriage with 
Pharaoh’s family, while a common way for kingdom 
alliances to be made at that time, was a violation of 
God’s explicit command. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  As you read Deut. 
7:1-3, realize that this is written long before the 
time of Solomon. For what reason did God not 
want the Israelites to intermarry with the nations 
that they were to drive out of the promised land? 
Do you think that this admonition still applied to 
Solomon’ marriage?  
 
Is it important to the unity of a marriage for both 
spouses to hold the same faith perspective? If you 
are married, how has faith been a part of your rela-
tionship? Has one spouse been able to help the 
other during a time of difficulty, or has faith not 
been a point of discussion between the two of you? 
Do you worship together? Pray together? If so, has 
that made a difference in your marriage? 
 
 
PRAY: God loves a strong marriage! He is blessed 
when married couples ask Jesus Christ to be at the 
center of their relationship. Today, ask God to con-
tinue to strengthen your marriage and to keep it 
strong against the ways that the evil one will attack. 
If you are not yet married, pray that when that time 
comes, the Lord will pair you with a godly spouse 
who will be strong in the faith. 

October 11,  2011 
 
READ:   1 Kings 3 (focus: verse 1); 1 Kings 11:1-6; 
Exodus 34:10-16  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Con-
trast the beginning of what Solomon started in 1 
Kings 3:1 with where things ended up in 1 Kings 
11:1-6. What had God said about this practice 
(Ex.34:16)? 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God’s warnings are not to be 
discounted.  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Why do you think 
Solomon disregarded God’s clear command not to 
intermarry outside the faith? Do you think he 
meant to “do evil in the eyes of the Lord” (1 Kings 
11:6) when he started his reign? How does this Old 
Testament episode relate to what the people in 
Corinth are instructed by Paul in 2 Cor. 6:14 (“Do 
not be yoked together with unbelievers.”)? How can 
we put this instruction to work in our own experi-
ence? 
 
Solomon was a man of God-given wisdom...yet he 
fell prey to his desire for women outside of his cul-
ture which God had forbidden. How do you experi-
ence weakness in your life that compromises your 
life in some fashion? What has God clearly said to 
you about this in the past? Have you obeyed His 
instruction, or have you avoided it? Have there been 
consequences to your obedience or disobedience? 
 
 
PRAY: Romans 3:23 assures us that “all have 
sinned” in some fashion. Yet it is never too late to 
take this sin before God and confess it to him. 
What is the “messy spirituality” in your life that 
needs to be cleaned up? Today bring this before 
God in prayer, admitting it to Him, and asking for 
His forgiveness and the strength to avoid this messy 
situation from regaining a foothold in your life. 

October 12,  2011 
 
READ:  1 Kings 3:2-3; Deuteronomy 12: 13-14  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
is happening in these verses from 1 Kings? What 
did Solomon do that was good? What did he do 
that was not good? Why do you think this was 
wrong of Solomon and the people? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Sometimes we knowingly or 
unknowingly are involved in practices that are sin-
ful. Our best intentions do not erase sinful actions. 
Only God can do that. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   God’s law, as 
seen in Deut. 12:13-14 forbade what the Israelites 
were doing, despite their good intentions. The rea-
son it was forbidden was to prevent people from 
instituting their own methods of worship and al-
lowing pagan practices to creep into their worship.  
 
Why do you think that one as wise as Solomon 
would allow himself and his nation to worship in a 
manner displeasing to God? Do you think that he 
rationalized the behavior that he knew to be wrong? 
 
Have you rationalized things in your own faith 
journey that you know are contrary to the bounda-
ries that God has put around us to keep us safe? 
Are there things that you are involved in presently 
that represent “false worship” in some way?  
 
 
PRAY: Our God is a jealous God. He wants all of 
our devotion...and He deserves it. Today ask God 
in prayer to reveal any way in which you may have 
knowingly or unknowingly sinned against Him in 
your faith practices. If He reveals anything to you, 
don’t dismiss it. Confess it to Him and allow Him 
to cleanse you from the sin. 



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

October 13, 2011 
 
READ:  1 Kings 3 (focus: verses 2-3); Proverbs 
14:12; Isaiah 8:19-20; Leviticus 19:31  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Re-
read our verse from Tuesday (1 Kings 11:6). In 
view of that outcome, how does what Solomon did 
in verses 2-3 relate to Proverbs 14:12?  
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Like Adam & Eve found out, it 
is easy to be enticed to do things that are wrong. It 
is important to know what pleases God...and to 
resist the temptation to violate His commands to 
us.  
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Read the verses in 
Isaiah & Leviticus. How do you see temptations to 
violate these commands in everyday life? Did you 
ever “innocently” play with a Ouija board when you 
were young? Do you ever hear God’s OT warnings 
mentioned by anyone when these kinds of spiritual 
matters are being discussed? Are you prepared to 
bring these warnings up when someone is thinking 
of visiting a spiritualist? 
 
Are there other ways in which we intermix our 
spirituality that violates the standard of purity that 
God desires us to have in our dedication to Him? 
 
 
PRAY:  Satan is always at work trying to tempt us 
in small ways to add other things into our 
faith...things that bring impurity and hamper what 
God’s best plan is for us. Today, pray the Lord’s 
Prayer, with special attention to the petition about 
avoiding temptation and deliverance from evil. 

October 14, 2011 
 
READ:   1 Kings 3 (focus: verse 4-5)  
 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  
Where is Solomon in these verses? What is signifi-
cant about this location? What was Solomon doing 
there? Who showed up, and what was said? 
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: God loves us in spite of our-
selves, and wants to rescue us from our less than 
perfect life choices. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  A “high place” 
was detestable to God because it was where sacri-
fices were made to a variety of false Gods. Why do 
you think God would come to Solomon in this of 
all places? Why do you think He would offer Solo-
mon such an amazing question?  
 
Where have you experienced God showing up in 
the middle of a “messy place”...a place where you 
wouldn’t expect to see Him? Why did He appear to 
you at that point in time? Did God begin something 
in your life that has re-directed you? Have you con-
tinued to walk with Him since that time, or have 
you gone back to your previous life pattern? 
 
 
PRAY:  If God has met you in a messy place, re-
member that experience in prayer today. Reflect on 
your life since then, and praise Him that He loves 
you enough to help you out of your mess.  You may 
need to recommit yourself to decisions you made at 
that point, asking for God’s strength to help you 
continue on the path He has called you to. 
 
 

  
 

October 15, 2011 
 
READ:  1 Kings 3:5-15; 1 King 12:26-40  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: In 
chapter 3, what did Solomon ask of God, and why? 
What was God’s reaction to his request? What was 
the condition that God gave for one of the things 
He said He would give Solomon? From chapter 12, 
what can we conclude about Solomon’s faithfulness 
in following God’s commands? 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Effective leadership can be 
nullified by an ineffective personal life. Knowing 
what actions are required of us means little without 
the will to do those actions. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Solomon’s wish 
for wisdom is granted. And yet...he failed to make 
right choices that led to the division of the king-
dom. What do you think it was that caused the 
wisest man in the world to end up in this situation?  
 
What does this account tell you about how we need 
to keep our intelligence within a context of godly 
faithfulness? Have you experienced a time when 
“the best-laid plans of mice and men” have gone 
awry? What was the cause of the failure?  
 
Do you bring God into the decisions of your life on 
a regular basis? In what manner do you present 
these decisions to God? Have you heard from Him 
on these issues? What difference has it made in 
your life?  
 
PRAY: God has equipped us with a mind that He 
expects us to use. However He has also called us to 
pray for His wisdom (see Prov. 3:5-6) so that we 
can make choices that are best for us in the long-
term. Today in prayer present to God one of the 
things you have been trying to decide...and ask Him 
to give you guidance. Then, follow where He leads 
you. 
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