
October 16, 2011   
 
READ: 1 Kings 5, 6, 7:13-51  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: As you read 
these chapters, take in the big picture of what was in-
volved in planning and building the temple. How many 
people were involved? Where did the various components 
of the temple’s construction come from? How long did it 
take to erect this building? What had God promised to 
do as concerns the temple (6:11-13)? 
As you read these chapters, take in the big picture of 
what was involved in planning and building the temple. 
How many people were involved? Where did the various 
components of the temple’s construction come from? 
How long did it take to erect this building? What had 
God promised to do as concerns the temple (6:11-13)? 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Solomon spared no expense to create 
an edifice to be worthy of Israel’s God. Each of us is asked 
to have a present day role in this process. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Recall God’s plan for 
Solomon (1 Chronicles 22:5-10). Do you think that 
Solomon is doing a good job of living into that plan? How 
do you think he felt to be finally at work on this project? 
How do you think the laborers and artisans felt to have a 
hand in building the temple? 
What does it mean to you to serve the Lord in your own 
life? In what ways are you “building the temple”? (note: 
inasmuch as the Holy Spirit resides in those who have 
placed their trust in Jesus Christ, we are considered the 
temple (see 1 Cor. 6:19-20)). How are you involved in 
edifying (building up or strengthening) those who believe 
in Jesus? 
 
PRAY: It is an awesome concept to know that God 
wants us to honor Him though our lives. We can do this 
in what we say with our words and what we do with our 
lives. Ask God to reveal to you how you might honor 
Him this very day...helping to build up His Kingdom in 
some way. Also ask Him to begin (or to continue) show-
ing you how you may orient your life over the long-term 
to serve His purposes. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

October 17, 2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 8 (focus: verses 1-9; 62-63); He-
brews 10:1-17 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
is the primary event taking place in these verses? 
Who is involved in this scene? Where is this taking 
place? What is the significance of the tabernacle 
(basically a portable tent) being replaced by the 
temple? What was written on the two stone tablets 
in the ark? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: The temple was a place where 
the sins of the people were atoned for through the 
sacrifice of animals. Jesus provides a much better 
solution to the sin problem of humanity. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  How many sheep 
and cattle were sacrificed at this installation event?  
Did animal sacrifice take away sin (see Hebrews 
10:4 & 10:11)? What has happened that replaced 
the need for animal sacrifice (see Hebrews 10:10)?  
 
What difference has the sacrifice that Jesus offered 
of Himself made in your life? Have you accepted 
His sacrifice on your behalf and experienced the 
forgiveness of your sin? 
 
PRAY: Our greatest gift is what Jesus gave to us 
when he went to the cross, taking our sin upon 
Himself. If you have trusted Jesus as your Savior, 
take time today to thank Him for the depth of His 
love for you. If you are still considering what you 
think about Jesus, ask God to help you understand 
the truth of who Jesus is and whether you can place 
your trust in Him. 

 

October 18,  2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 8 (focus: verses 10-21)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Why 
could the priests not perform their service in the 
Holy Place in the temple? What was the signifi-
cance of the cloud? What was the history lesson 
that Solomon told the assembly of people that day? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: The ark containing the 10 com-
mandments represented the covenant that the Lord 
made with Israel when he brought them out of 
Egypt. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: What is a cove-
nant? Specifically, what was the purpose of the 
covenant referenced in verse 21? From what you 
know about the history of Israel, did the people 
uphold their side of the covenant God made with 
them (see Deuteronomy 29)? What is the new 
covenant that God has given to us (see Jeremiah 
31:31-34)? Who was it that ushered in the new 
covenant (see Mark 1:15)? 
 
Have you personally experienced the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit in your heart as the fulfillment of 
Jeremiah 31:33? What has been the impact of this 
on your life? Do you “hear” God’s voice at times 
giving you encouragement, guidance, warning, or 
conviction?  
 
PRAY: God’s promise is that when we trust Jesus 
to be our Savior (the forgiver of our sin), the Holy 
Spirit will take up residence in our being and pro-
vide a very personal means of communication. If 
you have committed your life to Christ already, 
thank God for this amazing gift of His presence in 
your heart...and ask Him to help you hear and un-
derstand more clearly the Spirit’s voice. 

October 19,  2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 8 (focus: verses 22-30) 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
is Solomon doing in this passage?  
 
KEY CONCEPT: God is the ultimate keeper of 
His promise.  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Compare verse 1 
Kings 8:23 with Deuteronomy 7:9, 12. What has 
God promised? What condition did He put on His 
promise? How is Solomon calling upon God to 
fulfill His promise at this time (verses 25-26)? Do 
you think Solomon is oblivious to the fact that 
keeping the high places of worship in Israel violates 
the condition that God has placed on His promise?  
 
What promises have you made that you have not 
kept? What promises have you kept? What has 
made the difference between being able to keep a 
promise with another person, and those you have 
not kept? Do changing life-circumstances justify 
you in breaking a promise that you have made? 
How do you think God feels when we break our 
word to another person, or to Him (see Numbers 
30:1-2)? 
 
Have you experienced the forgiveness from another 
person with whom you have broken a promise? 
Have you forgiven another person who has broken 
a promise to you (see Matthew 6:14-15)? 
 
PRAY: Today thank God that His judgment of us 
is seen through the lens of Jesus who has taken our 
sin upon Himself. Don’t allow God’s mercy for our 
imperfection to help you justify continuing in a 
sinful lifestyle or behavior. Rather, thank Him that 
by His grace we are forgiven when we sin. Ask God 
in prayer to help you see how you might bless an-
other person by forgiving something they have done 
against you. 

 



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

October 20, 2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 8 (focus: verses 31-40) 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: How 
are verses 31-32 different from verses 33-40? Con-
sider the three passages (vs. 33-34; 35-36; 37-40). 
What is happening in each of these, and under 
what action of the Israelites in each passage does 
Solomon pray for God’s forgiveness? 
 
KEY CONCEPT: The concepts of God’s judg-
ment, the people’s confession and repentance, God’s 
forgiveness and mercy are on display in the Old 
Testament and active in our own lives today. We 
are in a dynamic relationship with a personal God. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Why is it impor-
tant that Solomon prayed for God’s justice to be 
done in verses 31-32? Can you see where our cur-
rent justice system has its basis in the Old Testa-
ment? How does pleading for God’s mercy on be-
half of guilty people (verses 33-40) play off against 
the prayer for justice to be done in verses 31-32? 
What is the role (or importance) of a repentant 
heart in the process of granting forgiveness and 
mercy rather than justice (i.e. punishment for sin or 
transgression)?  
 
When have you been the recipient of mercy rather 
than justice? What affect, if any, has mercy and 
grace had on you?  
 
Can you forgive someone who has not shown re-
pentance for what they have done to you? What do 
you think God wants you to do in a situation like 
that? 
 
PRAY: In your quiet time today, read Matthew 
18:21-35. Consider the affect of harboring unfor-
giveness in your heart.  

 

October 21, 2011 
 
READ: In your quiet time today, read Matthew 
18:21-35. Consider the affect of harboring unfor-
giveness in your heart.  

 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Who 
is the focus of these verses...the Israelites, or for-
eigners? What is Solomon’s request of God? For 
what purpose does he ask God to answer the prayer 
of a foreigner? 
 
KEY CONCEPT: It is important to God that the 
world know of Him. We have a role in helping that 
to happen. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:Why do you think 
Solomon cared that other peoples would come to 
understand who God was? What would be the im-
pact to Israel if other nations understood the reality 
of God and His relationship with Israel? 
 
Read Jesus’ prayer in John 17, particularly verses 
20-23. What did Jesus want the world to know? 
Why?  
 
How can we help the world to know the reality of 
who Jesus is? Why should that be important to us? 
If God calls us to love others as we love ourselves, 
how is sharing the gospel message an act of love 
toward others? 
 
PRAY: God does not want us to hide our 
faith...but rather to be like a lamp, shining the light 
and hope of Jesus into a dark world where it is des-
perately needed. If this idea causes you anxiety, 
consider bringing it to God today in your prayer 
time. Ask Him to show you how to do this in a way 
that matches how He has created you. Be willing to 
step outside your comfort zone if God asks...and 
trust that He is with you wherever He directs you. 
 

  
 

October 22, 2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 8 (focus: verses 56-60) 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: This 
closing section of prayer follows a lengthy prayer 
(verses 22-53). What are the key aspects of this 
closing section? 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Solomon’s praise and prayer 
can be a pattern for our own prayers: 1) Request 
God’s presence (8:57), 2) Help in doing God’s will 
(8:58), 3) Help with daily needs (8:59); 4) Help 
desiring and being able to obey God’s decrees and 
commands (8:58); and 5) for spread of God’s king-
dom to the entire world (8:60).* 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: When you think 
of your prayers...how would you categorize where 
most of them fit (personal needs, other’s needs, 
etc.). Where do they fit within the pattern of Solo-
mon’s prayer? Do you see where Solomon’s prayer 
was focused very broadly, with only one aspect deal-
ing with personal needs? Which of the other four 
areas of his prayer could you begin to incorporate 
into your own prayers on a regular basis?  
 
Does it excite you to think that expanding your 
prayer life in this way may broaden the way in 
which God is a part of your life? In what specific 
ways would you like to know God more intimately 
(i.e. experiencing His presence, knowing and doing 
His will, learning of His commands and desiring to 
obey them, etc.) 
 
 
PRAY: Today use 1Kings 8:56-60 as a guide for 
your prayer. After you read a verse, personalize it, 
sharing your heart with God.  

 
*From: Life Application Study Bible study notes, 
NIV edition (1981). Page 563. 
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