
October 23, 2011 
 
READ:  1 Kings 3: 7-13; 1 Kings 10  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
did God give / promise to Solomon in 1 Kings 3?  
In what ways did God fulfill that promise in 1 
Kings 10: 23-25?   
  
KEY CONCEPT:  God keeps His promises.  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: How do you think 
the wisdom, wealth, and fame that Solomon ac-
quired affected him? Can you think of any contem-
porary (say, within the last 50 years) person who 
has become extremely wealthy and powerful during 
their lifetime? From your perspective, did it seem to 
have any impact on their values, their moral com-
pass? 
 
Recall the values you had as a young person. How 
have they changed over the years? Do you look back 
now and consider the ideals and principles of your 
early days as being idealistic and impractical? Have 
you grown in your commitment to honor God with 
how He has blessed you? Is there an impact from 
how you have used the resources that God has pro-
vided for you (your wealth, talent, spiritual gifts, 
etc.)? Do you think God is pleased with how you 
are using those things? If not, in what ways can you 
make a mid-course correction? 
 
PRAY: Solomon was given all the material wealth 
and wisdom one could ever hope for...yet his heart 
was divided between Yahweh and other gods (1 
Kings 11:4-6), which is what brought him under 
God’s judgement (1 Kings 11:11). Take time today 
to reflect on what has a grip on your own heart. If 
you sense a divided loyalty between God and any-
thing else, bring that before God in prayer today. 

 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

October 24, 2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 10:26-11:3; Deuteronomy 17:14-
20 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Ac-
cording to this reading in 1 Kings, what did Solo-
mon do?  How was that a direct violation of God’s 
command (see Deuteronomy reading)? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Wealth & power can become a 
foothold for evil if one is not 1) attendant to God’s 
voice, 2) trusting in His provision,  and  3)obedient 
to His direction. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Can a person 
amass wealth and achieve positions of power while 
still maintaining a pliable heart that yields itself to 
God’s will? How does 1 Timothy 6:10 relate to this 
situation?  How might the desire to accumulate of 
money and power be in conflict with placing trust 
in God for one’s welfare? Do you struggle with 
trusting God in this way?   
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY: God prohibited what Solomon pursued 
because He knew how these activities would hurt 
the nation both politically and spiritually.  In your 
prayer time today, ask God to remind you daily 
how it is His blessing and provision that sustains 
you. Ask Him to prevent you from developing a 
prideful heart and self-sufficient spirit. Listen for 
His guidance in how to use all that He is blessing 
you with in ways that bring Him glory and help 
achieve His plans.   

October 25,  2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 11  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  How 
did Solomon displease God (vv 1-10)? What was 
God’s reaction to Solomon’s behavior (vv 11-13)? 
Who were the people God raised up against Solo-
mon (vv 14 & 23)?  What role did Jeroboam play 
(v. 26)? What was Jeroboam told (v. 31)? For what 
reason was God going to do this (v. 33)? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: God is sovereign and brings His 
will to pass.  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: What was the cost 
to Solomon for disobeying God’s directions for his 
life?  God had granted Solomon peace on every 
border in his early years. Do you think Solomon 
had any idea how God would disrupt that peace 
when he ignored God’s commands to pursue his 
own desires (vv. 1-3)? 
 
How has God’s sovereignty touched your life? Can 
you look back over your past and seen how He has 
brought people into your life or caused situations to 
unfold to bring about His plans? Who are some of 
those people?  Have you ever discussed with them 
how God has used them? Have you been told by 
someone else how God has sovereignly used you to 
make a difference in their life?  How does that make 
you feel?   
 
 
PRAY: Sometimes concepts of our free will and 
God’s sovereignty seem to be in conflict. Take time 
today to praise God for his sovereignty over all of 
creation, and let Him know that you want His will 
to be done in and through your own life...that you 
are submitting your will to His. 
  

October 26,  2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 12 (focus: vv 1-14)   
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Who 
is Rehoboam? Why did he go to Shechem?  hat did 
Jeroboam and the people request of Rehoboam? 
What was his immediate answer? What groups of 
people did he consult with? Who’s advice did  he 
take? Who’s welfare was he concerned with? 
  
KEY CONCEPT: All advice is not equally good. 
One needs to be careful of whom to seek and re-
ceive counsel. Don’t leave the Lord out of the proc-
ess. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Why do you 
think Rehoboam consulted the elders initially? 
Why did he then talk to his peers? Why do you 
think he chose the advice he did? What do you 
think will be the end result of his choice?   
 
When you need to make important decisions, how 
do you go about it? What people do you con-
sult...and what qualifies them to be wise counsel for 
you? What has been the result of following the ad-
vice of others? Have you experienced poor results 
from following some people’s “wisdom?” Have you 
changed people from whom you seek advice because 
of the outcome of following it? How does God en-
ter into your decision making process? 
 
 
PRAY: God is the giver of all good 
things...including direction and guidance. Before 
you do anything else, go to Him in prayer for that 
guidance. Know that He will not always tell you 
what you want to hear...but it will be what you need 
to hear. Seek out godly people with whom to dis-
cuss your situation, and be sure all the advice you 
plan to follow does not contradict the Bible. 
 



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

October 27, 2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 12: 1-19 (focus: verses 15-19)   
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: How 
did Rehoboam implement the advice that his peers 
had given him? What was the reaction of the peo-
ple? What happened to Adoniram...and then Reho-
boam? What condition is the nation of Israel in at 
this point? 
  
KEY CONCEPT: Following self-seeking counsel 
can bring bad consequences.   
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Why do you think 
Rehoboam figured he could just ride roughshod 
over his people in this way? Do you think he figured 
that the people would rebel against him? What was 
the result of his poor calculation of the outcome?   
 
When have you made a decision that ended up to-
tally different than you had planned? What caused 
the surprise outcome? What did you learn from 
that episode?   
 
 
PRAY:  Rehoboam was looking out for number 
1...himself, not for the people over whom God had 
placed him as King. He was harsh and would not 
listen to them. As a result, his plan backfired and 
his move divided the nation. Today read Romans 
12:4 and Philippians 2:3-4. In prayer ask God to 
help you “die to yourself,” seeking to humbly be 
used by Him to be a blessing to others. Ask Him to 
help you understand and grow in the concept of 
being a servant-leader. 

October 28, 2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 12: 20-33    
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
happens to Jeroboam (v. 20)? What did Rehoboam 
want to do (v. 21)...and how did that end up (vss 
22-24)? What did Jeroboam do next (vs. 25)? What 
was the motivation for Jeroboam to build shrines at 
Bethel & Dan? What other religious things did he 
implement? 
  
KEY CONCEPT: The decisions we make...the 
things we do...often have consequences on others 
which we may not have considered. Good leaders 
put the interest of their followers above their own. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: How was Jero-
boam’s decision to build shrines a shrewd move? 
How did God see it (vs. 30)? Do you think Jero-
boam knew of God’s law that forbade the worship-
ping of false God’s? What was the affect of his 
strategy on the spiritual  lives of the people? 
 
What have you allowed to be placed between your-
self and God that has caused your spiritual vitality 
to wither? TV, computer/internet, sports...they can 
all be distractions that hinder us from spending 
time with God. (See John 15:1-8 for a parable of 
Jesus that relates.) 
 
PRAY: Like Rehoboam, Jeroboam is making deci-
sions based on self interest. In this case, what he 
does has the affect of turning the people away from 
God. Making decisions for our own benefit very 
often backfires on us. Today give thanks to God for 
how easy He has made it for you to connect with 
Him...in prayer, the Bible, through worship. Con-
sider eliminating or cutting back one thing that 
keeps you from spending time with Him. 
  
 

  
 

October 29, 2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 12:28-30; Exodus 32   
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
did King Jeroboam do, and why? What event in 
Israel’s history should have prevented this from 
happening? 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Learn from the mistakes of 
others so you don’t repeat them. Study the Bible to 
become aware of God’s acts in history, then apply 
the important lessons to yourself.*   
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Do you think that 
Jeroboam was aware of God’s law against what he 
was doing? Do you think he just chose to ignore the 
lesson of history for the convenience of the present 
moment? What responsibility do you think the 
people share in the sin that was committed here? 
Should they have known better, and continued to 
worship in Jerusalem? 
 
As you have read the Bible...learning from the his-
tory of mankind...how has this book affected the 
choices you now make about life? Have you allowed 
God to transform your lifestyle as you learn what it 
means to follow the lead of Jesus by what He has 
revealed to you in Scripture? 
 
 
PRAY:  .Those who obeyed Jeroboam were dis-
obeying God. Some ideas, though practical, may 
include suggestions that lead you away from God. 
Don’t let anyone talk you out of doing what is right 
by telling you that moral actions are not worth the 
effort. Do what God wants, no matter the cost.* 
Today ask the Holy Spirit to always help you to 
discern ungodly advice, and to help you overcome 
the temptation to yield to it. 
 
*Excerpts taken from The Life Application Bible. 
1991.  Pages 571-572. 
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