
October 30, 2011 
 
READ:  1 Kings 16:29 - 18:2  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Today 
is a survey reading of the early events of Elijah and 
Ahab.  What was the sin of Jeroboam mentioned in 
1 Kings 16:31 (see 1 Kings 12:26-30 if needed)? 
Why was that so heinous in the eyes of God? What 
was God’s judgement for this sin? How did God 
supply the needs of Elijah? How desperate had 
times become in the land (see verse 17:12)? What 
miracles did God do while Elijah stayed with the 
widow? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Sinning against God’s revealed 
law brings harsh consequences.   
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  There have been 
no “good” kings ruling the northern kingdom of 
Israel since the nation divided. The sin of worship-
ping other gods has continued since the day of Jero-
boam. How is God’s voice still heard in the land? 
What is the primary role that you think Elijah is to 
carry out? Why did God wait 3 years before send-
ing Elijah back to Ahab? What can we learn about 
the importance of intercessory prayer from today’s 
reading? 
 
 
PRAY:  God will bring His plan to pass in His 
good time. Sometimes it is swift, sometimes it takes 
place over a long period of time. Ultimately His 
sovereignty is revealed. He can use his power over 
the creation (ravens / drought / miraculous food 
replenishment) to accomplish His plan. Today, 
worship God’ for His power over all things, and 
thank Him for His mercy and love in how He has 
touched your life. 

 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

October 31, 2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 18 (focus: verses 1-4)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:What 
does “in the third year” refer to (see 1 Kings 17:1)? 
Why do you think the Lord wanted to wait for 
Elijah to go before the king before breaking the long 
drought? What was the effect of the drought on the 
people?  What title did Obadiah hold? Who was 
Jezebel (see 1 Kings 16:31)? How were Obadiah 
and Jezebel working against each other? 
 
KEY CONCEPT: There are times when being a 
believer in the Lord puts one at risk. It is at times 
such as these that we have an opportunity to live 
fully into our faith. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: What role did the 
prophets play in the days of the kings? Was there 
risk in speaking on behalf of God to the most pow-
erful person in the land (note what Jezebel was up 
to)? How do you think Elijah felt about God’s com-
mand to present himself to Ahab after three years 
of drought and famine? 
 
Have you ever put yourself at risk by standing up 
for what you believe in? Has your belief in God and 
Jesus Christ ever cost you something of value, such 
as a job or a friendship? If so, was it worth losing 
that thing of value to honor God in the way that 
you did? Do you think our culture is becoming a 
riskier place to be a Christian? What evidence do 
you have for your belief? Does the action of Oba-
diah in hiding God’s prophets inspire you to take 
greater risks for God? 
 
PRAY:Read Acts 4:29, where the early church 
gathers to pray in the face of their persecution. Ask 
God today to help you to be bold in your 
faith...being prepared to share it with others even it 
if puts you at risk in some way. 
  

November 1,  2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 18 (focus verses 1-15)    
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Why 
are Ahab and Obadiah combing the countryside? 
What happens to Obadiah? What emotions does 
he display, and why? What decision does he have to 
make? 
  
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God is often at work behind 
the scenes to accomplish His will. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Where do you see 
“God in the mess” in today’s reading? Do you think 
that Obadiah felt a special calling from God to serve 
in King Ahab’s court? If Ahab and Jezebel knew 
what Obadiah had been doing (see v. 13), what do 
you think would have happened? Obadiah had been 
living with great risk to this point...why was he now 
concerned for his life? What did he now have to 
trust would happen that would keep him from 
harm? 
 
If you are working or living in a situation that seems 
far removed from God’s presence, can you see “God 
in the mess” in some way such as Obadiah rescuing 
the prophets from under Ahab’s nose? Have you 
been a part of God’s plan to be a light in the dark-
ness in some way? How have you experienced God’s 
empowerment or safety within that challenging 
environment? 
 
PRAY:  When we claim Jesus as our “Lord and 
Savior,” we are stepping into a new place. We are 
trusting fully in Jesus for our salvation (the Savior 
part), and we are turning over the leadership of our 
life to Him (the Lord part). Today thank God for 
giving up His life for us to be saved...and ask for 
His strength and courage to fully embrace His role 
as the Lord of your life, wherever that may lead you. 

November 2,  2011 
 
READ:  1 Kings 18 (focus: verses 16-21)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  How 
does King Ahab characterize Elijah? Why does he 
call him by that name? How does Elijah refute that 
depiction of himself and explain why God has 
brought the drought up Israel? What does he com-
mand of Ahab?  
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  As God’s ambassador, the 
prophet can speak boldly to worldly power. As 
Christ’s ambassadors, believers in Jesus have an 
important role to play as well. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Do you think 
King Ahab was used to being contradicted and or-
dered around as Elijah did in this instance? Why do 
you think he followed Elijah’s instruction rather 
than just killing him? Imagine the scene at Mt. Car-
mel: Elijah confronting the king, queen and 850 
pagan prophets....and people from across the land 
assembled to witness it. Why didn’t the people an-
swer Elijah’s question and challenge (see verse 21)? 
 
In what ways can you see yourself as one of the Isra-
elites...wavering between two opinions of God? Is 
there anything that is standing in the way of you 
committing 100% to God and to Jesus Christ as 
your Lord? 
   
 
PRAY:  In the book of Revelation (Rev. 3:14-16), 
God said that he doesn’t like people to have luke-
warm faith. He’d rather us to be hot or cold. If you 
sense that your faith is lukewarm, take time in 
prayer today to ask God for the Holy Spirit to 
make Himself fully known in your heart so that you 
can more completely live for Him. 

 



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

November 3, 2011 
 
READ:  1 Kings 18 (focus: verses 22-24)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  How 
would you characterize the sides that are being set 
up in this scene...are they even, or a bit lopsided? In 
whose favor? How does this scene compare to the 
shepherd boy David going up against the 9 foot tall 
Goliath (1 Sam. 17)? Where is the true power...in 
what is seen, or unseen? What does Elijah com-
mand to be prepared? What is being decided? How 
do the people respond? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  A walk of faith is characterized 
by confidence in what is unseen. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Why do you 
think Elijah had such confidence and boldness 
when he was so wildly outnumbered? Why do you 
think that the people said that this was a good way 
to determine the truth of the situation...what pres-
sure did this method take off of them? What do 
you think that the people anticipated would hap-
pen? 
 
 
PRAY:  As the Israelites would not speak about 
their faith until they had proof of the Lord’s power 
that was to be displayed, we often waiver in pro-
claiming our faith without some sort of evidence. 
Today read 2 Corinthians 5:7 and Hebrews 11:1. 
Take these verses to prayer, asking God to help you 
live fully committed to Him...when you can see 
Him at work, and even when you can’t. 

November 4, 2011 
 
READ: 1 Kings 18 (focus: verses 25-40)  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
does Elijah say to the prophets of Baal that indi-
cates he knows he has the upper hand? How long 
did the Baal prophets call on their god? When it 
was his turn, what steps did Elijah take before call-
ing upon the Lord? Why did he put water on the 
altar? What is the focus of Elijah’s prayer? When 
the fire came down, how did the people respond? 
What was Elijah’s immediate instruction to the 
people...and how did they respond? 
 
KEY CONCEPT: If God’s people do not cultivate 
their faith and stand strong in the Lord, competing 
worldviews will seek to dilute it and vie for people’s 
allegiance.  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Do you see “God 
in the mess” of false worship practices at Mt. Car-
mel? Do you think that people “got the point” in a 
way that would have long-lasting impact on their 
lives? What was Elijah communicating through his 
jeering of the prophets and then watering down of 
the wood on the altar?  
 
What do you see in our culture today that seeks to 
steal God’s glory and the allegiance of people’s de-
votion to Him? Culture is exhorting us to not only 
tolerate other non-biblical worldviews, but that we 
accept these beliefs as equally valid to what God has 
revealed in the Bible. In what ways have you stood 
against the tide of culture, living and proclaiming 
who God is and what He has done? Is there some-
thing God would want you to do or say that will 
declare where you stand? 
 
PRAY:  Take time today in prayer to review what 
you believe about God. Ask Him to help you see 
where your faith is being eroded or compro-
mised...and invite Him to help you repair and re-
store it to full strength. 
 

November 5, 2011 
 
READ:  1 Kings 18 (focus: verses 41-46)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
is Elijah doing in verse 42? How does God further 
validate Elijah in what happens next? Considering 
what had just happened on Mt. Carmel, why do 
you think Elijah ran ahead of Ahab to Jezreel? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: God’s discipline is followed by 
blessing when the Israelites realigned their lives 
with Him.  
  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: The Israelites had 
just taken a stand for God, having killed the false 
prophets. How did God use the rain to send a mes-
sage to the people? What do you suppose their re-
action was to the end of the 3-year drought? What 
difference do you think it made to how the story 
was told throughout the land that Elijah reached 
the city of Jezreel before the King? 
 
Have you ever experienced God’s pleasure after 
having made a difficult choice...one that had the risk 
of making life harder for you but “was the right 
thing to do?” In what ways have you seen God’s 
reward for right living in your life? In what ways 
may God have withheld His blessing for having 
made poor choices? Are there any “mid-life course 
corrections” that you think you should make? 
 
 
PRAY:  .Like a parent who disciplines and rewards 
the behavior of his/her children, God also gives us 
corrective guidance. Today seek to understand what 
events may be just such actions by God in your own 
life. Ask His help in identifying them. Thank Him 
for working to help you navigate life in the way that 
brings health, peace and overall wellbeing.  
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