
January 8, 2012 
 
READ:    Revelation 1: 9-11  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Who 
is writing this? Where was he when this occurred? 
What happened to him, and what was he instructed 
to do? 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  John, exiled to Patmos as per-
secution for his faith in Christ, is given instruction 
from God to communicate with the churches across 
the region  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  John says that he 
was on Patmos (an island in the Mediterranean 
Sea) because of the word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus. What does he mean by this? Have you 
experienced a time when you felt ostracized or dis-
regarded because of your proclamation of faith in 
Jesus Christ? What negative consequences have you 
experienced because of your obedience to God? 
 
Do you sense that, while being exiled away from the 
major population centers, God was still able to use 
John to accomplish things of importance (such as 
writing the Book of Revelation)?  
 
In what ways can you relate to God continuing to 
use you even after you may have been adversely 
impacted by a life-changing experience? 
 
PRAY:  In today’s passage, we get a glimpse into 
how John got started with the Book of Revelation. 
“On the Lord’s Day, I was in the Spirit...” John put 
himself where he was able to hear God’s voice. To-
day, find a time/place where you can quiet your 
mind and seek the Holy Spirit in prayer. Make time 
during prayer to be still and listen for His voice. 

 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

January 9, 2012 
 
READ: Revelation 2: 1-7  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:Which 
of the churches is John addressing in this letter? 
Who holds the seven stars? What does John praise 
the church for? What does he reproof them for? 
What promise does John finish his letter with? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  All of us, like the people of 
Ephesus, have a mixed record of how we practice 
our faith. God wants to commend and encourage us 
for those things we are doing well. He also wants to 
point out those areas of unfaithfulness or wayward-
ness that need correcting. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Think of your 
own life over the past few years. What things do 
you think God would affirm and commend you for? 
Where do you think you’ve come up short? What 
type of New Year’s resolution in regard to living 
your faith do you think would please God? Are you 
ready and willing to make it? 
 
 
 
PRAY: Consider making a list of aspects of your 
faith journey during this sermon series. On one side 
of the paper put things you feel you are doing well 
in (e.g. daily prayer, Bible reading), and on the 
other side put things that you believe God would 
want you to make an effort to improve (e.g. serving 
others). Don’t rush to put this list together, but 
spend time in prayer, asking God to help you to see 
yourself through His eyes. 

January 10, 2012 
 
READ:   Revelation 2:1-7 (Focus: verses 2-3)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
is Jesus specifically commending the church in 
Ephesus for? Are they general observations or very 
specific in nature? What difference does the speci-
ficity of the praise make? Read Galatians 6:9 and 2 
Thess. 3:13. How are those instructions from Paul 
(probably written 10-15 years before Revelation) 
reflected in verse 3? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God knows all about us. He 
wants to both commend and correct us, so that we 
can live fully behind the lead of Jesus, growing in 
His likeness daily. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Jesus, through 
John, is telling the church what He knows about 
them. These verses are affirming in nature. How do 
you think the people in Ephesus felt about being 
fully known by Jesus...that nothing was hidden 
from His sight? How does it make you feel knowing 
that nothing is hidden from God’s sight about your 
own life? When you think about this fact, does it 
encourage you to refrain from doing things or say-
ing words that you know will displease God? 
 
 
PRAY:  “Atta-boy” comments, when genuinely 
given to us, are always welcome and are like a balm 
to our spirit. Consider how compliments can lift 
you when you hear praise for something specific 
you have done. Today, ask God to help you find a 
person to whom you can give a genuine compli-
ment...someone who deserves that pat on the back. 
Your words may be the only encouragement that 
they receive today! 

January 11, 2012 
 
READ:  Revelation 2:1-7 (Focus: verse 2)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
does Jesus say the church in Ephesus cannot toler-
ate? Compare this to Psalm 97:10 & Proverbs 8:13. 
What have the Ephesians tested? Compare that to 
1 John 4:1.  
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Satan is at work in the world, 
trying to disrupt, corrupt, and overturn God’s per-
fect plan for His creation. Jesus charges us to be 
watchful and discerning, so that we will not be 
taken in by the evil one. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   Think of the 
phrases “There’s a sucker born every minute,” and 
“Let the buyer beware.” In a world without sin, 
would these phrases have any meaning? How easily 
are you taken in by things that have turned out not 
to be as they first appeared to you? What is the 
difference between being naive and being trusting? 
How has the ability to discern what is truly at work 
in the world (beneath surface appearances) helped 
you to honor God’s expectation of you (see Mat-
thew 10:16)?  
 
 
 
PRAY:  Proverbs has much to say about wisdom, 
which is closely associated with discernment. Today 
read Proverbs 4, and spend time asking God to help 
you to gain wisdom, understanding, and discern-
ment from Him. Commit to using these to make 
decisions and to live life in ways that honor Him 
and allow Him to work in and through you. 

 



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

January 12, 2012 
 
READ:  Revelation 2:1-7 (Focus: verses 4-5)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
reproof does Jesus give to the church at Ephesus (v. 
4)? What instruction (vs. 5) does He give? What 
does He mean by falling from a height?  
 
KEY CONCEPT:  We are sinners who have been 
saved by God’s grace. He desires both our love for 
Himself, and our love for others, imperfect as they 
may be. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Think of the peo-
ple you have known over your lifetime. What hap-
pens to the relationships with those folks that you 
have not cultivated and prioritized? With that 
thought in mind, 1) How has your passion for God 
changed over time? Has it increased as you have 
sought to know Him better? Or has it waned as you 
have taken your salvation for granted and done 
nothing to nurture your relationship with Him? 2) 
How has your love for other people been influenced 
by how you have (or have not) pursued God over 
time? Does your love for people reflect your love for 
God (and His love of imperfect people)? 
 
 
PRAY:  Evaluate your relationship with God to-
day. Has your love for Him cooled off? Remember 
how He has shown His love for you, and through 
prayer fan the glowing embers back into flame. As 
you do this, ask Him to help you extend His love to 
others this week by something you might say or do 
to bless them. 
 

January 13, 2012 
 
READ:   Revelation 2:1-7 (Focus: verse 5)  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  Jesus 
has just told the church that He has something 
against them. However, He does not leave them 
without hope. What is the action that He says they 
can take? What is the consequence to them if they 
do not do this? What do you think that means? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Our God is a god of mercy and 
second chances. Heartfelt repentance will stay His 
judgement of our sin. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Think of a time 
when you did something in violation of authority 
(your parents, your employer, a civil law, etc.) and 
you were caught. Were you held to strict account 
for that violation, or were you given a measure of 
mercy? If you received mercy, why was it awarded 
to you when you did not deserve it?  
 
How would your relationship with God be differ-
ent if He did not offer us mercy (a second chance) 
for our sinful actions and attitudes? Would it be 
based more on love and respect, or on fear? How 
have you responded to God’s offer of mercy? Have 
you repented, or ignored His gift? What do you 
think the consequences of your response will be 
from God? 
 
PRAY:  The Bible tells us that “all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God.” When we read of 
Jesus’ warning to the Ephesians, we ought take time 
to inspect our own hearts and minds to see if we are 
guilty of the same sin. Today, read Psalm 139 as a 
prayer, and allow God to speak to you. Ask Him to 
reveal anything you need to confess and repent of. 
 
 

  
 

January 14, 2012 
 
READ:  Ephesians 2:1-7 (Focus: verse 7)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
do you think is meant by “He who has an ear, let 
him hear...”? Who does Jesus say is speaking to the 
churches? What is it that needs to be “overcome”? 
What promise does He make for those who over-
come? 
 
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God holds out an eternal re-
ward to those who choose to repent of their sin and 
live behind the lead of Jesus. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: When you were 
young, how much were you motivated by rewards 
and/or punishments in order to do the right thing 
(as opposed to doing the right thing for its own 
sake)? Has that changed as you have matured? How 
much influence does God’s promise of heaven (or 
hell) make in how you live your life at present? 
Have you “had an ear to hear” what God has re-
vealed to you about your own life? Have you re-
sponded to the Holy Spirit...and overcome that 
which God has shown He has against you?  
 
 
PRAY:  God is a just judge, and will ultimately 
look upon your life and pass judgement. He loves 
you, and has provided His very son to take your sin 
upon Himself. Today, thank God for this incredi-
ble act of mercy, and worship Him with a full heart.  
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