
January 15, 2012 
 
READ:    Revelation 1: 9-11  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  
Who is writing this? Where was he when this oc-
curred? What happened to him, and what was he 
instructed to do? 
 
 
 

KEY CONCEPT:  God knows about the diffi-
culties and challenges we face in our everyday ordi-
nary lives.  He wants us to "not be afraid" and "be 
faithful." (verse 10) 
 
 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  If you were 
to ask your friends, would they describe you as hav-
ing an inner calm? Would they say you are faithful 
in your friendships and commitments? Is there one 
of these that God is seeking your partnership with 
Him to improve? 
 
 
 
PRAY:  Welcome God into the anxious patterns 
of your life and ask him to change you, providing 
people and the courage to create new patterns.  
Look for practical ways to be faithful this week (i.e. 
meeting God in consistent personal worship time). 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

January 16, 2012 
 
READ: Revelation 2:8-11 (Focus: verse 8)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: 
Read Rev. 1:8 and 1:17. How do these three pas-
sages compare?  Of whom are they referring? What 
is the significance of these descriptions of Jesus?  
Why the repetition  
 

 
KEY CONCEPT:  Jesus is both God and man.  
He is eternal in nature, having always existed (the 
First and Last/ the Alpha and Omega) as God, but 
he is also the man, Jesus, who died and rose again 
(Rev. 2:8).  His unique position and perfection give 
him the power to save. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Jesus knew 
perfection long before sin entered the world and he 
will be present at the end, in paradise.  How does it 
make you feel to know that he willingly entered the 
imperfect world, and even suffered and died here, so 
that you might be saved? 
 
 
 
PRAY: Begin your prayer today acknowledging 
Jesus as being God.  In light of his position, surren-
der every aspect of your life to him, particularly 
anything you may have been unwilling to let go of in 
the past. 
 

January 17,  2012 
 
READ:   Revelation 2:8-11 (Focus: verse 8) 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  
Smyrna (the modern city of Izmir) was a proud and 
beautiful Asian city.  It was a seaport village that 
had been destroyed and re-built several times.  
What is the parallel between their experience and 
the way Christ describes himself?  How do you 
think they would have felt when they read Jesus' 
description of being "dead" and now "alive"? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Smyrna typifies a church, 
whether large or small, that remains faithful to God 
despite difficult circumstances. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Have you 
been through a difficult church experience? Did you 
feel like giving up? Did you contribute to the re-
building? Have you been a contributor or a detrac-
tor to the faithfulness of the Church? 
 
 
 
PRAY:  The Church is called "the bride of 
Christ." (Rev. 19:7; 21:2,9; 22:7) Think about how 
powerful that idea is, that Christ calls the Church 
"his love", "his bride".  Pray for your faithful com-
mitment toward "the bride."  Seek his will on how 
to contribute to the well being of the church and 
give God thanks for preserving it through the ages. 
 

January 18, 2012 
 
READ:  Revelation 2:2-11 (Focus: verse 9)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  
What problems is this church facing? Persecution 
for this church came from the Roman dominated 
culture and non-believing Jews. Who, does Jesus 
say, the non-believing Jews are worshipping? 
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  It is often difficult to be a 
Christian and can lead to relational challenges. In 
many parts of the world overt persecution toward 
believers is a regular occurrence. 
 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   As you 
have pursued your faith, have you experienced en-
couragement or difficulty from those around you?  
How have you handled those experiences? 
 
 
 
 
PRAY:  Consider how you might encourage 
someone this week in their spiritual journey.  Ask 
God for insight into how to help a believer around 
you, especially someone who is facing opposition.  
Make a commitment to find a way to encourage 
their walk with God, to remove a barrier that might 
be interfering with their spiritual growth.  Pray for 
the suffering church around the world. 



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

January 19, 2012 
 
READ:  Revelation 2:2-11 (Focus: verse 9)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  The 
problem of poverty was significant for the church in 
Smyrna. Christ acknowledges their poverty, yet 
declares them rich.  How can believers be poor and 
rich at the same time? What was it about the 
Smyrna church that caused Christ to declare them 
rich? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God knows that poverty is 
difficult, but He knows that intimacy with God 
makes a person "rich," meaning fulfilled and com-
plete. In fact, Christ guarantees economically poor 
believers, like those at Smyrna, their spiritual 
wealth. (Matthew 5:3, 10-12; Luke 6:20) 
 
 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Has it been 
harder to live out your faith when you've been poor 
or when you've had enough money?  Why? In what 
ways do you feel spiritually rich? Are you seeing 
economic reality the way God sees it? 
 
 
 
PRAY:  God sees and cares about our finances.  
Share with him any concerns or feelings you have. 
Set your heart right by beginning with a prayer of 
thankfulness for his provision. Ask God to help you 
see economic status the way he sees it and to align 
your heart with his spiritual riches.  Commit to 
basing your time and energy on God's priorities. 
 

January 20, 2012 
 
READ:   Revelation 2:2-11 (Focus: verse 10,11)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
is predicted to happen to the church? Who is the 
one making it happen? Why is he doing it? Jesus tell 
them to respond to the suffering without fear and 
with faithfulness, even to the point of death. Why 
do you think God would think this was possible? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Throughout Revelation, God 
presents himself as sovereign, as the "destiny-
holding God" (Remember: He holds the 7 
churches, the 7 stars, in his hand; 2:1). He person-
ally overcame death at the cross and rose again 
(verse 8). He also promises a reward, and more 
importantly, no harm from the "second death", or 
the lake of fire (20:14, also, 20:6; 21:8). God is sov-
ereign, trustworthy, and always gentle with us, even 
in physical death. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Do you believe 
Satan is real? Is there an active force working 
against good in the world? Does this create fear in 
you? Is your response faithfulness to the "destiny-
holding" God, Jesus? Do you fear death? What is 
more frightening to you, physical death or spiritual 
death? 
 
 
PRAY:  Use this time to quiet your heart before 
God.  Reflect on how powerful he is as the God 
who died on the cross and overcame death through 
his own resurrection. Use this time to trust God, 
with all aspects of your future, even death. Tell God 
how you feel about this. 
 
 
 

  
 

January 21, 2012 
 
READ:  Philippians 1:19  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Paul, 
who traveled broadly spreading the good news of 
Jesus Christ, faced persecution and tremendous 
physical hardship. His conversion from a persecu-
tor of the early church to a dynamic Christian and 
public speaker is extensively documented in the 
New Testament, especially Acts. Who does Paul 
want to be exalted in his life? To what extreme? 
What does he not want to be? What is Paul's view 
of death? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  For a believer, an intimate rela-
tionship with Jesus produces an abundant life. To 
die, is even better, because we are now completely 
present with him.  
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Paul lists several 
things that help him to live a radical life for Christ.  
Do you have people praying for you (vs.19)? Do 
you depend on the Holy Spirit (vs.19)? Do you 
trust God to work all things out for your deliver-
ance (vs.19)? Do you live with an expectation and 
hope that you will have to be courageous for Christ 
(vs.20)? Can you say, like Paul, "For me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain?" 
 
 
PRAY:  Paul's life challenges all of us to live more 
radically for Christ.  Use this time to pray for the 
Holy Spirit's movement in your life to awaken you 
to whatever God might call you to.  Seek God's 
power to grow your trust in his constant deliverance 
for you.  Worship Jesus with your whole heart, for 
it is this intimate relationship with him that will 
clarify your courage. 
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