
January 22, 2012 
 
READ:    Revelation 2:12-17  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:   
Pergamum (modern Bergama) was the ancient capi-
tal of Asia. It was built on a cone-shaped hill rising 
high above the surrounding valley and was the offi-
cial center of emperor worship. The richness of 
archaeological sites in Bergama reveals the ancient 
dedication to Roman gods. Why do you think Jesus 
describes Pergamum as "Satan's throne" and "where 
Satan lives"?  How does this relate to Ex. 20:4,5  
"You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form 
of anything...; for I, the Lord your God, am a jeal-
ous God," 
 

KEY CONCEPT: Basic to God's love and 
holiness is the position of exclusive worship. God 
does not put up with rivalry or unfaithfulness. (The 
meaning in Hebrew is sometimes closer to "zeal" 
and, depending on context, is often translated that 
way.) Besides the 10 Commandments, you may 
want to look at Exodus 34:14, Dt 4:24; 32:16,21; 
Ps 79:5; 1 Cor 10:22) 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Think for a 
moment about how you have spent your time, 
money, energy, and resources the past 48 hours. 
Were you seeking God's direction in how you used 
these things?  Would God, who is a jealous God,  
know that you loved him with your heart, mind and 
soul? Does your worship at church reveal the level 
of love you have for God? Do you need to make any 
changes in routine or congregational engagement 
with church worship? 
 
PRAY:  Thank God for his jealous love for you.  
If you need to confess a lack of devotion to him, use 
this time to recommit your heart, time, talents and 
resources. Ask him to show you where and how to 
change. 
 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

January 23, 2012 
 

READ:  Revelation 2:12-17 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: 
Review Revelation 2:2, 2:9, and 2:13. Note what 
Jesus knows about each of the churches. How do 
you think that would have made them feel? What 
does this say about Jesus? What other Bible pas-
sages speak of God's personal knowledge of us? (i.e. 
2 Tim. 2:19, I Cor. 8:3, I Cor. 13:12, Gal. 4:9, Lk. 
12:6,7) 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God is a personal God. He 
loves us and knows us intimately, even better than 
we know ourselves. His direction and guidance is 
based on his infinite knowledge of our personal 
journey and is completely trustworthy. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Does God's 
personal nature continue today? What does this 
mean for your life and church? How does this make 
you feel?  Does this help you to trust God? Would 
this help you live a more risky life when fighting 
injustice and pain in your circle of influence? 
Would he commend you in the same way he com-
mended the church in Pergamum? What about 
your church? 
 
 
PRAY: Quiet your heart before God today, re-
membering that he knows you intimately. Share 
with him how this makes you feel. Recommit to 
trusting him more fully and ask him to make clear 
his purpose for living today, doing what he thinks is 
best. 
 

January 24,  2012 
 
READ: Revelation 2:12-17 (Focus: verse 13)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: In 
this passage John is speaking Jesus' words to the 
church in Pergamum.  What does Jesus commend 
the church for? The "time of Antipas" was a time of 
persecution.  Antipas was the first martyr of Asia. 
How is this similar to the church of Smyrna that we 
studied last week? (2:9,10) Antipas is called "my 
faithful witness". Who else is given this title in Rev 
1:5? 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Remaining true and being 
faithful in our witness to Jesus is important. To be a 
"faithful witness" even unto death as Jesus and Anti-
pas were, is to have "the sufferings of Christ flow 
over into our lives." (2 Cor 1:5)  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  How faithful 
are you in your witness of God?  If people were to 
judge you only by your actions and not by your 
words, would they say you are a "faithful witness" of 
Jesus?  Would they know you were a Christian?  If 
they were to judge you by your words, would they 
say you were a Christ follower? 
 
 
 
PRAY: Think of five people in your circle of influ-
ence who do not profess Christ as their savior.  Pray 
for them to come to love God and follow His lead-
ership. Make yourself available to God to be a 
"faithful witness" to these friends.  
Wednesday 

January 25, 2012 
 
READ:  Revelation 2:12-17 (Focus: verses 14,15)  
 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: 
List the things that God has against the church. 
The Old Testament story of Balaam's influence is 
found in Nu 24:25- 25:1-2; 31:16. It is also dis-
cussed in Jude verse 11. What did his influence lead 
to? Were there consequences to these actions? Who 
suffered? Just Balaam or other's as well? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Many things, including the 
influence of charismatic teachers, can lead us away 
from faithfulness and into immorality.  The conse-
quences are sometimes severe and widespread.  We 
can minimize the chances of being deceived. Christ 
tell the church to listen to Him. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Has there 
been a time in your life when you were influenced to 
chose immorality? Did it seem like the right thing 
to do at the time?  How many people besides your-
self did it hurt? How did you change? Does it con-
tinue to today?  Do you need help to change the 
patterns?  
 
 
PRAY:  Meditate today for a few minutes on how 
personal and complete is Jesus' love for you.  Do 
you feel his love? If yes, worship him and let the sin 
that surrounds us fall away into the small, insignifi-
cant place that it holds in light of Jesus.  If no, then 
let His love continue to  change you.  Read and pray 
through Eph 2:1-10. 
 



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

January 26, 2012 
 

READ:   Revelation 2:12-17 (Focus: verse 16)  
 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  
Jesus tells those who are behaving immorally to 
change.  How does he phrase it? "Repent!" is often 
commanded by God.  Repentance always involves 
change.  It always involves movement away from 
something and toward something else.  In the fol-
lowing passages, what should we move away from? 
What should we moving toward? Mk 1:15 ; Acts 
3:19; 20:21 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Salvation from sin is never 
something we can accomplish on our own. It is 
something we ask God to do in us. Paul says in 
Acts, we "must turn to God in repentance and have 
faith in our Lord Jesus." By admitting our weakness, 
we repent and God changes us. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Do you have a 
repentant relationship with God?  Are you aware of 
your inability to save yourself from sin and wrong-
doing? Have you tried to be perfect or use morality 
to save yourself? How did that make you feel when 
you failed? Do you feel more 'guilty before God' or 
'grateful toward God'? What does this tell you 
about your relationship with Him?   
 
 
PRAY:  Use today's prayer time to develop a re-
pentant relationship with God. Know that he loves 
you and that nothing you do will ever separate you 
from His love. Ask him to continue his good work 
in your life so that you will be free from the distrac-
tion of sin. 
 

January 27, 2012 
 
READ:  Revelation 2:12-17 (Focus: the sword, 
verse 12, 16)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: 
The sword symbolizes divine judgement and is used 
several times in Revelation. Read Isa 49:2 and Heb 
4:12. What does Hebrews say is even sharper than 
a sword? 
 
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: God is just and his holiness 
demands that justice be served when sin is present.  
The very nature of holiness is that it consumes sin. 
Jesus died to take our sin away. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Do you think 
much about the holiness of God? Do you like that 
God is just and concerned with sin?  Do you find it 
more comforting or frightening? When do you tend 
to feel these things? 
 
 
 
 
PRAY:  Thank God for his holiness and justice in 
the world.  Rest in the fact that he does not want to 
hurt anyone but wants to restore brokenness, even 
broken people, to a state of wholeness.  Repent of 
anything you need to confess and move toward his 
perfect love in faith.  He always promises to forgive 
us. 
 
 

  

January 28, 2012 
 
READ: Luke 15:11-31  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: 
Briefly describe the three characters of the story and 
how they change or don't change from the begin-
ning to the end. Who does the father represent in 
the story? Why do you think he let the younger son 
have the money? What was the father's reaction to 
the older son's anger? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God always longs for us to 
live under his lavish love for us, but he also lets us 
chose to move away from him. His love is constant 
toward us and He always celebrates when we 
"repent" and return, when we are "dead and become 
alive", when we turn from "lost and are found". He 
even loves the "older brother" who is counting on 
his morality to make him better than another (even 
as the father pleads with his older son to move to-
ward love and away from legalism) 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Do you feel 
God longs for a close relationship with you? Do you 
feel you will be celebrated and forgiven if you re-
pent? Or do you feel you will be disciplined? Are 
you like the older brother who counts on his moral-
ity and consistency to make him more loved? 
 
 
PRAY:  In your prayer time today, imagine your-
self as the prodigal son. Tell the Father, in your 
own words, how you want to live in his home. Let 
yourself feel the joy, love and celebration of you, his 
child. Read (aloud, if possible) Psalm 146 as a 
prayer of praise to God your Father. 
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