
January 29, 2012 
 
READ:    Revelation 2:18-29 (Focus: verse 18)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:   
[Background: Thyatira was founded as a military 
outpost, and was noted for its many trade guilds. 
Metal-working was a prominent industry here. 
Lydia, “a dealer in purple cloth” (Acts 16:14) was 
from this city.] How is Jesus referred to in verse 18? 
What are his eyes and feet like? What do you sup-
pose is the significance of those descriptions? Recall 
that in this day, the Roman emperors claimed to be 
deities and saviors in Asia. 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  This description of Jesus boldly 
declares his place above all earthly pretenders to 
God’s throne.  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Consider that 
there is a fairly large Jewish population in this area, 
along with the Christians living there. These are 
people who have been taught from Old Testament 
history about the ten commandments and other 
laws of God. Do you sense that there is a note of 
holy anger in who Jesus is proclaiming to be in this 
verse...that God’s people have once again forgotten 
Him and allowed false gods to replace his rightful 
place? 
 
What are the important lessons of life that you 
once knew to be true, but over time have forgotten 
or allowed to fade in their significance? Does it 
bother you that this happens? Do you think it is a 
concern of God’s? 
 
PRAY:  Consider the “eyes like blazing fire” that 
John uses to describe Jesus. Jesus has great insight 
into every aspect of our being. Use this understand-
ing as a way to pray today, asking Him to find the 
things that you have hidden from yourself and bring 
them to light. If they are hurts, ask for his healing. 
If they are sins, confess them and ask for his for-
giveness. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

January 30, 2012 
 
READ: Revelation 2:18-29 (Focus: verse19)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Jesus is 
relating five good things for which he wants to 
praise the Thyatirans. What are they? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  When having a serious discus-
sion about a person, (or in this case a church,) it is 
wise to use a holistic approach...beginning with a 
recognition of the positive side of things. We are all 
a mix of positive and negative attributes, and an 
evaluation that recognizes this balance is a healthy 
way to approach the situation. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Looking at the 
things that are being commended, are any of them 
simply concepts or attitudes...or do they have an 
“action component” to them? For instance, in what 
ways might love or faith “have legs”? (See James 
2:14-26) Why is perseverance something that God 
commends? What is said in this verse that denotes 
a sense of progress? 
 
How do you think these particular things that the 
church in Thyatira is being commended for add up 
in your own life? How is McLane Church doing 
with them? Can you look at each one of them and 
point to a particular way in which they are being 
lived out here and now? 
 
PRAY: We all like compliments...and it is easy to 
be tempted to take credit for them ourselves. If it is 
true that all good things come from God, then 
those things that we are complimented for are 
manifestations of God’s goodness at work in us. 
Take time today to lift up to God the compliments 
and thankgivings that you have received from oth-
ers...and thank him for what he has done in you and 
through you that has blessed others. 

January 31,  2012 
 
READ:   Revelation 2:18-29 (Focus: verse 20)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  a 
word, what does Jesus have against the church in 
verse 20? What is it about Jezebel that Jesus de-
tests? What is the proper role of a prophet (or 
prophetess)? How has this title been misused by 
Jezebel? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God hates sin. As His people 
(and Christ’s ambassadors), we are not to tolerate 
sin that deceives and corrupts other people. He calls 
us to holiness, and to actively push back the dark-
ness of sin wherever we find it.  
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Who are some of 
the influencers in today’s culture that are having an 
impact on the trends and behavior of people in our 
world (nation/region)? What is it that gives them 
the authority to have this kind of influence? Are 
they making a positive or negative impact on our 
society and the lives of individuals?  
 
What is the standard in your life by which you 
measure the message coming from others? In other 
words, before you let your thoughts and actions be 
influenced by a philosophy or message from some-
one, what do you use to authenticate its truth and 
value for your life? 
 
 
 
PRAY:  The Bible is God’s word to us by which we 
can measure the truth of what we read and hear 
elsewhere. Today, pray for the Holy Spirit to give 
you discernment when you hear something that 
seeks to influence your attitudes and/or lifestyle 
decisions. If you read the Bible to learn God’s truth, 
the Spirit is able to bring these learnings to our 
minds when we need them. 

February 1, 2012 
 
READ:  Revelation 2: 18-29 (Focus: verses 20-23)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: From 
this passage, do you think Jesus immediately con-
demns those who sin? What option does he offer to 
Jezebel? Does she take Him up on the offer? What 
are the results of her decision? What impact does 
Jezebel have on others whom she has influenced?  
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God’s grace and mercy allows 
us to receive his forgiveness for our sin when we 
have a truly repentant heart. (True repentance is 
revealed by a change of attitude and actions.) Con-
sequences of our actions will still follow during our 
mortal lives, but God’s mercy allows us to avoid the 
eternal condemnation that we deserve. (see 1 John 
1:9; Romans 8:1) 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   Do you think it is 
fair that Jesus will bring intense suffering to those 
whom Jezebel has tempted into sin? What does this 
passage teach us about our personal responsibility 
for the sin which we commit, regardless of the cause 
of our behavior?  
 
Have you committed actions or said words to peo-
ple that you know have displeased God? If you have 
not confessed and repented of these things, what is 
stopping you from doing so? If you have repented, 
what difference has this made in your life since your 
decision to do so? 
 
PRAY:  Confession and repentance are powerful 
acts of subverting your will to God. When we con-
fess, we are allowing our pridefulness to be replaced 
with a contrite heart (see Psalm 51:17). Today al-
low God to search your heart for anything that you 
may be knowingly or unknowingly harboring, and 
as he brings it to mind, confess it to him and ask for 
his forgiveness.  



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

February 2, 2012 
 
READ:   Revelation 2:18-29 (Focus: verses 20-23)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
judgement does Jesus say that will be exacted on 
those who are unrepentant for their sin? What does 
this tell us about God’s perspective on sin overall? 
In verse 23, what does Jesus say will be the impact 
of God’s punishment of Jezebel and those she has 
caused to sin on “all the churches”? 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  The consequence of the sin of 
others is to be learned from, so that we might avoid 
the same mistakes that others have made before us. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  This passage says 
that God searches hearts and minds. This is an 
attribute of God called omniscience (all-knowing). 
Have you ever thought that God won’t know about 
those things in your life that you think are unseen? 
This passage says that God will repay us according 
to our deeds. How does that make you feel? Are 
you fearful about the “justness” of God’s judge-
ment...or does it give you peace and reassurance? 
Why do you feel this way? 
 
We can learn from the actions and consequences of 
others...those in the Bible and those who are living 
here and now. Allow God to reveal himself - what 
pleases and displeases him - by spending time regu-
larly in the Bible. This can be a powerful way to 
help you align your life with him. 
 
 
PRAY:  Ask God to help you have a teachable 
heart. Ask him also to help you be observant of 
Scripture and of life around you, so that you can be 
a good student and grow wise as the years go by. 

February 3, 2012 
 
READ:    Revelation 2:18-29 (Focus: verse 24-25)  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
group of people does Jesus turn His attention to in 
verses 24-25? What does this tell us about the abil-
ity to avoid falling into temptation and sinful behav-
ior?  
 
KEY CONCEPT: It is inevitable that we will be 
subject to temptation...but it is not inevitable that 
we will always give in to it. God is faithful to help us 
overcome the traps that Satan sets for us. Read the 
following passages for examples: 1 Cor. 10:13; 
James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8-10. Note also the example of 
Joseph when he fled Potiphar’s wife (Genesis 39:1-
12). 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Do you know 
what your “blind spots” of temptation are...the areas 
where you are most likely to be tempted to sin? 
Have you put measures in place that help you to 
avoid these temptations and traps? Have they been 
effective? Do you share your areas of weakness with 
others so that they can help you keep from sinning 
through prayer support and accountability (see 
Ephesians 4:12)?  
 
In today’s reading, Jesus tells the people of Thyatira 
to “hold on to what you have until I come.” Does 
the fact that Jesus gives this word of encouragement 
to them bring hope to you as well? 
 
PRAY:  Jesus has told us that “in this world you 
will have trouble.” And yet...we are not without 
hope, as he then says, “but take heart! I have over-
come the world.” (John 16:33). Don’t be surprised 
by what comes against you in this life...it’s part of 
living in a fallen world. Today, know that Jesus 
wants to give us peace and hope in the midst of our 
struggles. In your prayer today, thank him for this 
promise and ask him to help your faith grow to fully 
embrace that promise of hope. 
 

February 4, 2012 
 
READ: Revelations 2:18-29 (Focus: verses 26-29)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
promise does Jesus give to the people in verse 26-
28? What do you think he means by “...to the end”? 
What comes after the end? What do you think is 
the morning star (see Rev. 22:16)? 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  God promises to reward those 
who remain faithful to him throughout their lives. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: How do you think 
God will reward the faithfulness of people in eter-
nity? (See Ephesians 6:8; Matthew 16:27; 2 Corin-
thians 5:10; Colossians 3:24) How do you picture 
your own existence after your mortal life is over? 
Do you see yourself in a ruling capacity as these 
verses would indicate? (See Gen. 1:26; Psalm 8:4-
6.) 
 
What affect does Jesus’ promise in these verses have 
on your motivation to remain faithful to him? Does 
the carrot and stick aspect to God’s judgement 
make sense to you? Does it help you to maintain a 
consistent desire to be obedient to the commands of 
Christ? Or are you motivated to obey Jesus because 
of the love that he has demonstrated for you at the 
cross? (see John 15:9-14). Do you think it makes a 
difference to God what the motivation is for your 
obedience? 
 
 
PRAY:  Just as parents set up rules and boundaries 
for their children for their benefit, so God does for 
us for our benefit. Whether it is to avoid discipline 
or to earn reward...or just to return God’s love for 
us back to him...we honor God when we obey him. 
Today, ask God to help you to live a life of obedi-
ence so that he is glorified in and through your life. 
 

 

 Pe
rs

o
n

al
 D

ev
o

ti
o

n
al

 
G

u
id

e 
 

 Ja
n

.  
29

 - 
Fe

b.
 4

,  
20

12
  

 M
cL

an
e 

C
h

u
rc

h
 

Er
ie

 C
o

u
n

ty
, P

A
 


