
April 1, 2012 
 
READ:  Matthew 21: 1-13  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS  AND  QUESTIONS :This 
is the Scripture that is traditionally read and 
preached today, Palm Sunday. Try to put yourself 
into the picture, as one of the crowd in Jerusalem. 
What is going through your mind as you see Jesus 
entering into the city on a colt? Are you one of the 
questioners or one who is proclaiming who Jesus is 
(verses 10-11)? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Jesus is welcomed into Jerusa-
lem as the one who has been prophesied. 
 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Did you attend 
church as a child? If so, what do you remember 
about Palm Sunday? Did you get a palm leaf to 
wave? Did it have any particular meaning to you 
(other than marking the fact it was just one week 
until Easter)? How has your understanding of Palm 
Sunday and Holy Week evolved as you have ma-
tured in your faith? 
 
 
 
 
PRAY:  Jesus entered Jerusalem knowing that there 
was hard work ahead for Him. Take time today to 
thank Him for being fully obedient to God’s plan of 
redemption for mankind...including you! 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

April 2, 2012 
 
READ: Matthew 21: 1-13 (Focus: verse 5); Zecha-
riah 9:9  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Why 
was it important to Jesus that He come into Jerusa-
lem on a the colt of a donkey? 
 
 
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem was 
the fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy regarding 
the one who would come to deliver Israel from out-
side oppression. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Jesus is the fulfill-
ment of over 300 Old Testament prophecies, this 
being just one of them. Why do you think that God 
laced history, and the sacred writings, with so many 
references to the Messiah? What does knowing that 
Jesus is the fulfillment of so many prophecies do for 
your own understanding of who Jesus is? 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY: God did not want Jesus’ identity to be a 
secret. Like a treasure map, a great many clues point 
to Jesus as being the redeemer. Jesus Himself pro-
claimed who He is. Today, thank God for the many 
clear references that He has given to help us to be 
able to fully embrace Jesus as our Lord and our 
Savior.  

April 3,  2012 
 
READ:    Matthew 21: 1-13 (Focus: verse 8)  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
do the crowds do to welcome Jesus into Jerusalem? 
Why would they do that? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Many people didn't realize 
what they were celebrating. They believed that they 
were celebrating the coming of a mighty, conquer-
ing King who would gain great victory for them by 
delivering them from their oppressors. They were 
right in thinking of Him as a great deliverer. But 
they didn't realize that He was coming to gain the 
victory over sin; and that He would do this by dying 
on the cross. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Have you ever 
been surprised by something that turned out to be 
different than what you thought it would be? Were 
you disappointed or delighted by your surprise?  
 
The Jews who were celebrating their conquering 
King’s entry were surprised when He turned out to 
be something other than what they wanted. How 
was His real purpose much greater than what they 
had wanted it to be? 
 
 
PRAY:  We tend to focus on our temporal exis-
tence, what’s “here and now” rather than the eternal 
reality of our lives. Today, ponder how what Jesus 
came to do in Jerusalem during Holy Week has 
made a difference in your life...both temporally and 
eternally. As you count your blessings, offer them 
up to God as a pleasing bouquet of thanksgiving.  

April 4, 2012 
 
READ:  Matthew 21: 1-13 (Focus: verses 12-13); 
Isaiah 56:7; Jeremiah 7:11  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
is the purpose of those who were changing money 
and selling doves in the temple courts? Why was 
Jesus so angry? Why was it important that Jesus 
referenced Scripture as he raised a ruckus? 
 
KEY CONCEPT*:  The moneychangers and those 
buying/selling doves were participating in a com-
mercial transaction, and the temptation for abuse is 
real, since surplus tax was consigned to the temple 
fund. Temple commerce was at times notorious for 
exploiting the disadvantaged. The religious leaders 
are treating the temple as a place of refuge for accu-
mulating illicitly gained wealth. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:   Jesus displays 
righteous anger in this passage. Why? What is he 
trying to protect? Do you have a special concept of 
our church building, such as Jesus was thinking 
about the Temple (a house of prayer)? Is our 
church “sacred space” in your mind? Do you en-
counter God in a special way in church? Do you feel 
protective of it as Jesus did of the temple? 
 
 
 
PRAY:  We know that God is omnipresent 
(everywhere at once), yet there may be special 
places where we feel close to Him. For you, this 
may be a place in nature or a room in your house 
where you read the Bible and pray. Find that place 
today and spend some time with Him. 

 
*taken from The NIV Application Commentary, 
Matthew. By Michael J. Wilkins 
 



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

April 5, 2012 
 
READ:   Matthew 26:17-29; Psalm 41:9; Isaiah 
24:1-8  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  To-
day’s passage has us in the Upper Room with Jesus 
and his disciples. What is the Jewish holiday that is 
being observed? What event mentioned here does 
Psalm 41:9 prophesy? Why do you think Jesus 
mentioned that He knew He would be betrayed? 
What is Jesus referring to in verse 28 about the 
blood of the covenant (see Isaiah 24:1-8)? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  Jesus’ shed blood is the new 
covenant that fulfills the requirements of atonement 
for our sin. It is a somber thought to know that He 
willingly died on our behalf. 
 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  When you take 
communion, do you mentally spend time in the 
Upper Room...eating with Jesus? Do you see your-
self as one of His disciples, hearing of His coming 
betrayal and considering/confessing your own sin 
to Him? How does eating the bread & drinking the 
juice affect you...do you experience the fullness of 
God’s love for you at this time?  
 
 
PRAY:  Today is Holy Thursday, when Jesus was 
together with His closest friends for the last time. 
Spend some of your time today with Jesus, being 
His friend and sharing some special thoughts with 
Him. Come to the Good Friday service tomorrow 
evening (5:00 and 7:00) and participate in com-
munion with your church family. 

April 6, 2012 
 
READ:   Matthew 26:36-56 
 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Why 
did Jesus go to Gethsemane? What did He ask of 
Peter, James, John that they were unable to do? 
How does Jesus defer what He wants to what His 
father wants (see v. 42)? How does Jesus refer to 
Judas as he comes to betray Him? What did Peter 
do (v. 51) to try and protect Jesus? How does Jesus 
react? What does Jesus say that reveals He is fully 
in control of events? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Jesus went willingly to His 
death in order to fulfill the Scriptures and God’s 
plan for our redemption. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: What are your 
feelings toward Judas who betrayed Jesus? What are 
they toward Peter who initially defended Jesus with 
his sword, but later denied Him three times? If you 
were in the garden with Jesus when all of this hap-
pened, how do you think you would have re-
sponded to the unfolding events? 
 
How does your faith in Jesus affect how you re-
spond to events in your life...be they challenges, 
hardships, tragedy, or times of celebration and joy? 
 
 
PRAY:  God wants to be a part of every moment of 
our lives, not just worshiped in church on the week-
end. Today, consider what you have read...that 
Jesus willingly surrendered Himself to be your Sav-
ior. Plan to come to the Good Friday service at 
McLane Church this evening (5:00 & 7:00). 
 

  
 

April 7, 2012 
 
READ:  Matthew 27:57-66  
 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: This 
passage comes directly after Jesus’ crucifixion. Who 
went to see Pilate, and what did he want? Why do 
you think he would do what he did? What did the 
chief priests and Pharisees want to prevent from 
happening? What did Pilate do to assuage them? 
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:   Jesus’ physical death was 
real...but only temporary.  
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Did the chief 
priests and Pharisees believe that Jesus would be 
resurrected? What were the two deceptions that are 
referred to in verse 64? What is the significance of a 
rich man coming forward to give Jesus a proper 
burial (see Matthew 19:24).  
 
A burial site such as the one given for Jesus was 
quite valuable. Jesus’ life, which was laid down for 
your salvation was of infinite value. What is it of 
value that you have offered to God in thanksgiving 
for what He has done for you? 
 
 
 
 
PRAY:  During this time of waiting...between ob-
serving Jesus’ death yesterday and celebrating His 
resurrection tomorrow, take time to open your 
heart fully to God for whatever He may want to 
share with you. If the weather is decent, consider 
going for a walk somewhere that you can have some 
privacy and have a long talk with Him. 
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