
April 15, 2012 
 
READ:  Colossians 3:15-16  
 
OBSERVATIONS  AND  QUESTIONS What 
does Paul want to be present in the lives of the  
Colossians?  What attitude does he remind them to 
have? What purpose does Paul say that the compo-
nents of their faith is to have (the psalms, hymns, 
etc.)? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Christ blesses us with His 
peace. However His message is also useful for 
teaching and correcting so that we may live lives 
that reflect His presence in them. For all of those 
things, our attitude is to be one of gratitude for His 
lovingkindness. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Do you have peace 
in your heart? What makes it so, or what prevents it 
from being so?  
 
Have you ever considered that Jesus wants for us to 
have peace (see John 14:27)? How do you think you 
can obtain it more completely? 
 
Paul speaks of the usefulness of Jesus’ message. 
How have you experienced that in your own life? 
Have you been taught by Scripture, or experienced 
correction for something through the Bible? What 
parts of the Bible are most useful for this kind of 
teaching (i.e. psalms, proverbs, Gospels, etc.).  
 
 
PRAY: While the Bible is wonderful literature, it is 
so much more than that. It is a love letter from our 
very Creator, and being such it is full of very practi-
cal wisdom for application. Today, pray that 
through the 40 Days in the Word sermon series 
you will come to understand how to hear from God 
in a deeper way that brings you closer to Him. 
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April 16, 2012 
 
READ:  2 Timothy 3:14-16  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: In this 
passage, Paul is mentoring his protege, Timothy. In 
verse 15, what does Paul claim Scripture offers to 
Timothy? Moving to verse 16, what is the source of 
Scripture, and what four uses does Paul say that it 
has? What is the “endgame” of spending time in the 
Bible (verse 17). 
 
KEY CONCEPT: God has given us the Bible to 
equip us to live out our lives successfully. It is up to 
us to receive it (read it) and implement it.  
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Where have you 
gotten most of your life training (parents, schools, 
independent study, on-the-job training, friends, 
etc.)? How have each of these sources improved 
your life? What role, if any, has the Bible played as 
a resource for life-training? How has Scripture 
taught you what you were unable to learn from any 
other place?  
 
Look at verses 16-17 again. Have you experienced 
any of these from reading the Bible? Do you want 
to allow God to speak to you in those ways? Do you 
trust that He loves you and will give you what you 
need to improve your life through the Bible? 
 
 
PRAY: Some of the things in today’s passage 
don’t sound like fun (e.g. rebuking, correcting). 
Consider that a parent often does this to their chil-
dren to help prepare them for life as they mature 
(see Deut. 8:5; Job 5:17; Prov. 13:18). In your 
prayers today, let God know that you will permit 
Him to speak to you in whatever way He desires as 
you read and meditate on the Bible. 

 

April 17,  2012 
 
READ:   Hebrews 4:12-13   
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  What 
does it mean that the word of God is alive and ac-
tive? What does Scripture do, according to verse 
12? Verse 13 references God’s omnipresence and 
omniscience and (He is everywhere and knows eve-
rything). How does Scripture play a part in letting 
us know what God is seeing as it relates to our lives? 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  The Bible is unlike any other 
writing, as God uses it to communicate directly 
with us about the thoughts and actions of our lives.  
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Have you experi-
enced what the writer of Hebrews talks about re-
garding God’s judgment of your heart as you read 
the Bible? Did that sense of judgment cause you 
discomfort and/or anger? Did it have the effect of 
causing you to reflect on your life in any way? Did 
you redirect your attitudes or actions as a result of 
hearing from God through the Scripture? If so, 
what was the end result? 
 
How is being judged by Scripture now, while you 
are still alive, better than waiting for God’s judg-
ment after your death? Can you choose to repent 
(i.e. change your life) in both places?  
 
PRAY:  When you undergo an operation, you want 
the surgeon to have a very sharp knife, so that he 
will be able to work with precision, causing no col-
lateral damage to nearby tissues. Likewise, God 
wields His word with precision so that it hits the 
mark in our spirit and allows us no way to misinter-
pret what He wants us to know. Today, thank God 
for how He is able to help heal us of our sin 
through the careful application of Scripture to our 
lives. Be sure to deal promptly with whatever He 
reveals to you. 

April 18, 2012 
 
READ:  Psalm 119:1-16  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Psalm 
119 is the longest of the psalms. If you have time, 
go beyond the first 16 verses. What is the benefit to 
the person who lives according to God’s law as re-
vealed in Scripture? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT*:  The Bible is able to provide 
guidance for living that will yield tangible benefits 
to the person who studies and applies it to his/her 
life. 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Are you the kind 
of person who likes to live under legitimate author-
ity, or one who chafes at any limits or boundaries 
being applied to your life? How did that play out in 
your life as a child? How is it playing out as an 
adult? Why do you think it is difficult for some 
people to submit to authority...even when it is be-
nevolent in nature?  
 
As you read these verses, what is the attitude of the 
psalmist regarding God’s law? Is it resentment or 
joy? Why does the author hide the Scripture in his 
heart (vs. 11)? In verse 14, what is the value he puts 
on God’s statutes? Do you feel likewise? 
 
 
PRAY:  As we experience God’s love and faithful-
ness toward us, we have a natural inclination to 
want to know more about Him and have a closer 
relationship with Him. Today, pray these verses 
from Psalm 119 back to God, asking Him for an 
increased passion to know Him better as you con-
tinue to read the Bible. 



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

April 19, 2012 
 
READ:   John 14:15, 23-24  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS:  How 
is it that our love for Jesus is revealed and proven to 
be more than just lip service?  
 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  If we truly do love Jesus, we 
will learn what he has taught, and live our lives in 
accordance with those commands.  
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER:  Do you think that 
Jesus puts too high a price on the proof of our love 
for Him? Is it possible to truly love Jesus without 
living in obedience to His teaching?  
 
What does wanting to love Jesus without following 
his commands say about our level of commitment 
to Him? When we proclaim that He is Lord 
(leader) of our life, yet we don’t want to go where 
He is leading us, are we being hypocritical? How 
did Jesus talk to the hypocrites around Him? (see 
Matthew 23) 
 
How do you know what the commands of Jesus are, 
so that you can keep them? (Hint: Google them.) 
Can we obey some commands but not others, and 
still love Him?  
 
 
 
PRAY:  Obedience to Jesus’ teaching is the “proof 
of performance” that legitimizes our profession of 
love for Him. Some of Jesus’ teachings are very dif-
ficult, such as forgiving those who have hurt us and 
praying for our enemies. Today ask God to give you 
a special grace to live out Jesus’ commands. Then 
open your Bible to Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John 
and begin to search out what they are. 

April 20, 2012 
 
READ:   Romans 12:1-2  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: What 
does this verse say we are not to do, and what are 
we to do? How do we determine what is the will of 
God? 
 
 
KEY CONCEPT: Paul teaches that we are to ac-
tively resist worldly values, and consistently focus 
on how to live into God’s plan for our lives. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Why is it easier to 
conform to something rather than being trans-
formed? What is involved in each process? What is 
the focus of each (self vs. God)? What do you see 
around you that beckons you to conform to values 
that are in opposition to God’s?  
 
What does it mean to have your mind renewed? 
What is it being renewed from, and what is being 
renewed to? What is the role of the Bible in this 
process? How does prayer enter in?  
 
Have you experienced this transformation and re-
newal process yourself? What instigated your desire 
to actively pursue this? What has changed in your 
life as a result? If you have not pursued this idea, do 
you want to? What do you hope will happen if you 
do? Are you concerned or anxious about anything 
that might happen as a result? 
 
PRAY: The first core value of McLane Church 
says that we believe in the power of the Word of 
God to change lives. Today, tell God that you want 
this in your life...to have Him transform and renew 
your mind through His Word. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to bring personal application to what you read to-
day in the Bible.  

April 21, 2012 
 
READ:  Philippians 1:6  
 
OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS: Who 
is the “he” that Paul is speaking of in this verse? 
What do you think this verse means? 
 
KEY CONCEPT: The process of sanctification 
(becoming holy) in our lives is not brought to full-
ness while we are living...but we remain on the path 
to perfection as God continues His transforming 
work throughout our lifetime. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER: What is the good 
work that Paul refers to in this verse as it applies to 
your life? Have you seen that good work expanding 
through the years as you follow Jesus Christ? What 
have been the factors that have affected the process 
of sanctification in your life?  
 
What is the role of the Bible in the process of trans-
formation and sanctification? Do you recall any 
specific Scriptures that God used at key points to 
redirect your life in some way? Have you memorial-
ized these verses, such as writing them down some-
where special, so that you will remember them and 
how God has worked in your heart? 
 
 
PRAY:  Like a potter refining his creation toward 
perfection, God continues to sand off the rough 
spots of our life as He brings us along toward per-
fection. This is exciting...to know that God is per-
sonally active in our lives. Today, welcome the Holy 
Spirit’s presence in your life by listening to what He 
may be telling you. As you sense Him speaking, 
remember today’s verse from Philippians and thank 
God for His continuing work. 
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