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Consider This:
Series Introduction
(Haggai 1:5-6)

How to use Talk It Over:
Talking through the message during the week helps you and your group turn what God is saying to you into 
action steps. Begin with the key questions, add any optional scriptures and questions if needed, and then 
wrap up by deciding on your next steps.

The Main Idea:
God often uses the circumstances of our lives to point us toward him.

Key Questions:
• Think back five years (or ten years if you are over forty) to the dreams you had then. How many of them 

have been realized? What dreams remain unfulfilled?
• What parts of your life have been moving in an upward direction as of late? What parts are moving 

downward?
• How would you evaluate your relationship with God over the past five or ten years? Has it progressed? 

Regressed? Stayed constant? Just begun? Is there any correlation between the overall direction or 
pattern of your life and the vitality of your relationship with God??

Optional Questions: If needed, include one or more of these questions to extend your conversation.
• What was the correlation between Israel’s national history and the health of their relationship with God? 
• Why did the Israelites need a prophet (i.e. Haggai) to point out how their disregard for God had led to 

the struggles they were currently facing? Why couldn’t they see this on their own?
• When life isn’t working, where do you first look for a solution? Why do we often look to “fix” other areas 

of our lives before we consider “fixing” our relationship with God?
• How have you neglected God in your own life? In what ways have you forgotten about him? How is God 

trying to get your attention through the current challenges you are experiencing?
• What is one practical step you could take this week to improve your relationship with God?

Next Steps:
• Pray each day this week that God would help you hear what he is trying to say to you through the 

current circumstances of your life.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Prepare yourself to better understand the context of 
this sermon series by reading the story of the Israelites’ 
return to their homeland and the rebuilding of the temple.

Day 1: Ezra 1:1-11
Day 2: Ezra 2:1-70 (it’s not as long as it seems!)
Day 3: Ezra 3:1-14
Day 4: Ezra 4:1-5, 24 (skip over verses 6-23, as they 
describe a later period in Israel’s history)
Day 5: Ezra 5:1-17
Day 6: Ezra 6:1-22
Day 7: Haggai 1:1-11(fits historically between Ezra 
6:12 and 6:13)

Have a comment or feedback related to small groups?
Email GroupLife@mclanechurch.org.

Bible Reading Background

The book of Ezra records the return of the 
Israelites from Babylon (where they had been 
in captivity since 586 B.C.) to their homeland 
(Judah with the capital city of Jerusalem). The 
Book of Ezra is found in the Old Testament, p. 
719 in the Life Application Study Bible. The first 
six chapters of the Book of Ezra provide the 
historical background to the books of Haggai and 
Zechariah. These chapters cover the time period 
of approximately 538-516 B.C.


