
How to use Talk It Over:
Talking through the message during the week helps you and your group turn what God is saying to you into action 
steps. Begin with the key questions, add any optional scriptures and questions if needed, and then wrap up by 
deciding on your next steps.

The Main Idea:
Our motives for worship are as important to God as our actions in worship.

Key Questions:
• Why do you worship each week?  If someone who didn’t attend church asked you why you attended a “worship 

service” each weekend, what would you tell them?  What are your reasons for worshipping?
• Verse 6 of this chapter accuses people of worshipping “just to please themselves.”  In what ways do we 

sometimes worship “just to please ourselves?”  Give an example.
• What is the common theme of vv. 9-10?  Why is God more interested in this than in the rituals described in v. 3?  

How does this passage compare with Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 22:34-40?
• How well do you treat other people?  If your relationship with God was evaluated not on church involvement or 

attendance, but on how you treated others, how would you be graded?

Optional Questions: If needed, include one or more of these questions to extend your conversation.
• How does the teaching of Micah 6:1-8 compare with the teaching of Zechariah 7:1-14?
• How can we keep worship from becoming “routine?”  What specific things can we do to keep worship “fresh” and 

authentic?

Next Steps:
• Identify one area of your life--a relationship or environment--where God is challenging you to live out the 

principles identified in Zechariah 7:9-10.  Look for ways each day this week to live according to these principles.
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When Worship Becomes Routine
(Zechariah 7:1-14)

Bible Reading Background

Micah, like Zechariah, is a prophet to Israel.  Unlike 
Zechariah, however, Micah prophesies before the 
destruction of the temple in Jerusalem.  Micah’s 
prophecies are dated in the late 8th century B.C. 
(200 years before Zechariah and Haggai).  

Micah has a very similar message to Zechariah, and 
particularly to Zechariah chapter 7.  While 
Zechariah uses an apocalyptic style to communicate 
his message, Micah uses poetry.  Note how each 
chapter is written in stanzas, reflecting the poetic 
structure of Micah’s message.

As with Zechariah, don’t worry if you don’t 
understand every detail Micah references.  Instead, 
try to grasp the overall theme and movement of 
Micah’s message.  What is the central concept that 
Micah wants his listeners to understand about God 
and their relationship with him?

Day 1  Micah 1:1-16 (NLT Study Bible p. 1464)
Day 2  Micah 2:1-13
Day 3  Micah 3:1-12
Day 4  Micah 4:1-13
Day 5  Micah 5:1-15
Day 6  Micah 6:1-16
Day 7  Micah 7:1-20

Read another prophet’s message to ancient 
Israel.  Observe the similarities in message 
between Micah and Zechariah, even though 
their prophecies were separated by two 
centuries.


