
How to use Talk It Over:
Talking through the message during the week helps you and your group turn what God is saying to you into action 
steps. Begin with the key questions, add any optional scriptures and questions if needed, and then wrap up by 
deciding on your next steps.

The Main Idea:
God is a great king who is entitled to our absolute best in worship.

Key Questions:
• According to verses 8 and 13, what were the Israelites doing that was so repulsive to God?
• Although offering animal sacrifices is not part of Christian worship, in what ways do we sometimes offer “defiled 

sacrifices” in worship?  Give several concrete examples of the way in which we could “show contempt” for God in 
our current worship practices.

• According to v. 9, what is God’s response to the people’s half-hearted worship?  Do you think our passion and 
commitment to worship affects the degree to which we experience God’s favor?

• Think about your own worship practices.  In what ways does this passage convict you?  What is one practical 
change you could make to the way in which you worship to ensure that you are giving God your very best?

Optional Questions: If needed, include one or more of these questions to extend your conversation.
• Have you ever found yourself saying “It’s too hard to serve the Lord” (v. 13)?  To what degree are you willing to 

be inconvenienced in your time, your money and your priorities to worship God and advance his work in the 
world? (McLane Church Core Value #8: “A commitment to be inconvenienced for the sake of the Gospel”)

• What is the effect of v. 11?  What is the point Malachi is making in this verse?  How does this verse challenge us 
in our own worship practices?

• According to v. 10, how serious is God about people bringing him their very best in worship?  If God were 
evaluating your worship practices, would he ever tell you “Just don’t bother”? 

Next Steps:
• Ruthlessly evaluate your weekly worship practices.  In what areas of worship are you “showing God contempt?”  

Some areas to think about are:  Singing, tithing, being on time,  staying focussed, being friendly, etc.  Identify one 
area that you will work from now until Easter Sunday to 
improve.  

Write it here: _____________________________________
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Found in Contempt
(Malachi 1:6-14)

Bible Reading Background

Malachi prophesies approximately 100 years after 
Haggai and Zechariah (around 400 B.C.).  The 
temple has been rebuilt under Zerubbabel and 
Joshua, but God has again slipped from the center 
of people’s lives.  Worship has become routine and 
mundane.  People are just “going through the 
motions.”

Malachi serves as a sort of “prosecuting attorney,” 
calling people to account for their half-hearted 
approach to worship.  His message is cutting and 
convicting.  It must be read with a willingness to let 
God’s word correct us and challenge us to greater 
devotion to “The Lord of Heaven’s Armies.”

Familiarize yourself with the overall message of 
Malachi by reading through the entire book.

Day 1  Malachi 1:1-5 (NLT Study Bible p. 1519)
Day 2  Malachi 1:6-14
Day 3  Malachi 2:1-9
Day 4  Malachi 2:10-17
Day 5  Malachi 3:1-5
Day 6  Malachi 3:6-17
Day 7  Malachi 4:1-6


