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Alaska Caucus FAQ 

March 26, 2016—10:00 a.m. AKST 
  
What are the Alaska caucuses? 

The Alaska Democratic Presidential caucuses are fundamentally neighborhood meetings run by 
local party officers and volunteers. The caucuses are the first step in the caucus-to-convention 
process. Alaska Democrats will gather at their House District locations with other Democrats, 
vote on their presidential preference, elect delegates to the state convention, and elect House 
District officers. These caucuses will build up enthusiasm and infrastructure for Alaska 
Democrats as we gear up to win offices up and down the ballot in November.  
  
Where will caucuses take place across Alaska? 

Alaska Democrats have set up 42 caucus locations statewide for the state’s 40 House Districts. 
Alaskans should visit our website to find their caucus locations: 
www.alaskademocrats.org/caucus-locations   
  
Who can participate in the caucuses?  
Participants must be present to vote in the House District where they are registered. Alaskans 
must be registered to vote and registered as a Democrat to participate in the party's caucuses 
in Alaska. 
 
Alaskans who will be 18 years old by June 24 can participate in the caucuses.  
 
Alaskans will have the opportunity to register to vote and change their party affiliation at the 
caucuses. Alaskans who have questions about eligibility can contact the Alaska Democratic 
Party at (907) 258-3050 or info@akdems.org.    
 
What time will the caucuses start?  
The caucuses will begin at 10 a.m. AKST. The Presidential preference vote is one of the first 
items on the agenda. The exact time of the preference vote will vary by location.  
  
How do the Democratic caucuses work? 

Eligible caucus goers vote in a “fan out” to determine how many delegates each candidate will 
receive in each State House District. Delegates to the state convention are awarded to the 
preference groups based on their proportion of the vote. Each candidate’s preference group will 
elect state convention delegates.   
 
In order to receive state delegates, a preference group must reach a 15% viability threshold. If a 
group does not achieve a minimum of 15%, then a second fan out will be held and voters will 
have the opportunity to join another group. 
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After voting for the party’s nominee for President and all groups have at least 15% of members 
present, Alaska Democrats will elect delegates to the State Convention in proportion to the 
votes each candidate received. The State Convention will be May 13-15 in Anchorage. 
   
How are results reported? 

Each of Alaska’s 40 state house districts will report results to the Alaska Democratic Party when 
the votes are tabulated. The ADP will report the preliminary statewide percentage of caucus-
goers supporting each candidate via media releases. More detailed results will be released in 
the late afternoon and posted to www.alaskademocrats.org after verifying the results.  
  
How many national delegates are up for grabs on March 26th? 

539 State Convention delegates will be elected at the district caucuses on March 26th.  
 
Alaska sends a total of 20 delegates to the Democratic National Convention. The district 
caucuses are just the first part of the caucus-to-convention process. There are 10 pledged 
district-level delegates that will be elected at the state convention in May. There are also 2 
pledged party leaders and elected official delegates and 4 at-large delegates that are elected 
proportionally from the state convention. 
  

National Delegate Category Delegates 

District-Level Delegates 10 

Pledged Party Leaders and Elected Official 
Delegates 2 

At-Large Delegates 4 

Total Elected Delegates 16 

  

Unpledged Delegates 4 

TOTAL 20 

  
What about the unpledged delegates, or “super delegates”? 

None of Alaska’s 4 unpledged delegates are up for grabs on March 26th. Unpledged delegates 
aren't bound to any particular candidate and can shift their support. 
  
What are the rules for press on Caucus Day? 

Press credentials are not required to attend the caucus as an observer. As a guest observer, any 
broadcast equipment must be set up and used in a way that will not hinder or obstruct the 
participation of any caucus attendee. Please keep your distance from the data table so as not to 
interfere with the collection and tabulation of results. 

http://www.alaskademocrats.org/

