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Trial Opens in Death of 8-Year-Old at Mother's
Hands
Tania Karas, New York Law Journal

September 11, 2014

More than four years after Gigi Jordan, a multimillionaire former pharmaceutical executive, was
found rambling incoherently beside her 8-year-old son's lifeless body in New York's Peninsula
Hotel, a Manhattan jury is finally hearing murder charges against her.

In opening statements before State Supreme Court Justice Charles Solomon on Wednesday,
Manhattan Assistant District Attorney Matthew Bogdanos said Jordan forced a fatal concoction of
prescription pills, orange juice and possibly vodka into the autistic boy's mouth. An investigation
found Jordan brought 5,918 pills into the hotel room—including Ambien, Xanax, hydrocodone and
Prozac—along with a pill crusher and syringe.

"The evidence will tell you that she got on top of him, and with enough force to bruise him, she took
that syringe and pressed that plunger and emptied the poison into his body," Bogdanos told the 12
jurors and six alternates.

And as her son lay dying, Bogdanos said, Jordan emailed her financial adviser instructing her to
transfer $125,000 from a trust in the boy's name to her personal account because "he would not be
needing it anymore."

Jordan, 54, is charged with one count of second-degree murder and faces 25 years to life in prison.
Her attorneys have mounted an "extreme emotional disturbance" defense, opening the door to a
conviction of first-degree manslaughter, which carries a maximum sentence of 25 years.

Representing her at trial are solo practitioner Allan Brenner; Earl Ward, a partner at Emery Celli
Brinckerhoff & Abady; and Norman Siegel, founding partner of Siegel, Teitelbaum & Evans. They
contend Jordan killed the boy, Jude Mirra, to protect him from a life of torture at the hands of his
biological father and Jordan's ex-husband, Emil Tzekov.

In court Wednesday, Brenner attacked Bogdanos' characterization of the events, telling jurors the
prosecutor was trying to instill a "prejudicial, provocative scene" in their minds. He painted Jordan
as a dedicated, loving mother who resorted to killing her son out of desperation after no one
heeded her accusations that Tzekov had sexually abused the boy for years.

"There are whys here," Brenner said. "The whys in this case are paramount. They're critical."
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Jordan has spent the past 55 months in a cell at Rikers Island, unsuccessfully employing legal
strategy after legal strategy to win her release and hiring a revolving door of high-profile attorneys.
Her latest legal team also includes criminal defense lawyers Ronald Kuby and Michael Dowd and
Harvard Law School professor Alan Dershowitz.

The case was mired in delays as Jordan filed numerous motions and lobbed allegations of
prosecutorial misconduct at Bogdanos and an earlier assistant district attorney on the case, Kerry
O'Connell. For example, Jordan claimed O'Connell destroyed exculpatory DNA evidence collected
from the hotel room and listened to privileged communication between Jordan and her attorneys.
Last fall, her attorneys sought to remove Bogdanos from the case due to a conflict of interest:
Bogdanos' wife is of counsel to Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, the firm representing Jordan's
second ex-husband, Raymond Mirra, in a defamation case against her. None of Jordan's
accusations held up in court.

"Simply put, none of the defendant's rights were in any way violated by anything the People did in
this case," Solomon wrote in a Jan. 24 decision.

Jordan has maintained her pretrial detention violates her right to due process. Twice, the state
Court of Appeals has declined to hear appeals of the denials of her habeas petition. In December,
Southern District Judge Katherine Forrest denied Jordan's habeas petition in federal court.

Jordan has never denied killing Jude. She apparently believed the boy's adopted father, Raymond
Mirra, was going to kill her or have her committed to a mental institution, according to court papers.
She feared Jude would then be sent to live with Tzekov. Neither man has been charged in
connection with the case; both have denied any wrongdoing.

Earlier in the case, her lawyers contented Jordan had performed an act of "altruistic filicide" to
protect Jude from Tzekov. That defense strategy, now abandoned, would have been a case of first
impression in New York. Before that, one of Jordan's former attorneys, Gerald Shargel, had
planned to use a psychiatric defense before abandoning that strategy.

The ever-changing strategy exemplifies the challenge of crafting a cohesive defense with so many
points of view, said criminal defense attorney Joel Rudin, who has represented several high-profile
defendants in New York but has no involvement in Jordan's case. Jordan has hired about a dozen
lawyers since her 2010 arrest.

"Most of these attorneys are used to heading the show," Rudin said. "They all have healthy egos.
Now they're being put in a position where they've had to coordinate in this case."

The night she killed her son, Jordan attempted to end her own life as well. Police forced open the
hotel room door after her aunt received a note from Jordan saying she intended to kill her son and
herself. Initially unresponsive, Jordan told police and paramedics her son had been sexually
abused. When asked what she had given her son and ingested herself, Jordan requested she be
taken to Bellevue Hospital.

An autopsy found that the boy had been dead for 12 to 14 hours by the time police found him,
Bogdanos told jurors.

The boy was diagnosed with autism in 2004 and was unable to speak or control his movements,
Brenner said. Jordan brought him to renowned doctors and experts in an effort to help him.

He communicated by pointing and through a computer device. Jordan grew worried when he began
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to repeat the words "dad bad" over and over, Brenner said, and gathered that the boy had been a
victim of torture by Tzekov. She took him to child exploitation specialists, none of whom were able
to assist. Meanwhile, Mirra threatened Jordan and said she would never see the boy again, which
she interpreted as a death threat, Brenner said.

The trial is expected to run through at least Oct. 31. Jordan is expected to testify.
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