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Mother Convicted of Manslaughter in Death of
Son, 8
Tania Karas, New York Law Journal

November 6, 2014

A Manhattan jury rejected a charge of murder against wealthy former pharmaceutical executive
Gigi Jordan on Wednesday but convicted her of first-degree manslaughter in the death of her
autistic 8-year-old son.

On the fifth day of deliberations, the jury of five women and seven men said it accepted the
defense's claims that Jordan's actions were the result of an extreme emotional disturbance.

However, defense attorneys said they will file a motion to set aside the verdict and appeal on the
grounds that key evidence was barred from presentation in court, which they said could have led to
an acquittal.

"It ain't over," said defense attorney Norman Siegel, a founding partner of Siegel, Teitelbaum &
Evans. "There are serious errors that were done in this trial and the team will vigorously pursue
those."

Throughout the seven-week trial, Jordan's attorneys argued she was driven to kill her son, Jude
Mirra, at the Peninsula New York Hotel in 2010, following years of sexual torture by his biological
father, Emil Tzekov, and threats against her own life by another ex-husband, Raymond Mirra.
Neither man has been charged with any crime.

Jordan admitted on the witness stand that she fatally poisoned Jude but said she did it to protect
him (NYLJ, Oct. 9).

"From the very beginning, [we] took the position that this was not a murder case," Siegel said after
the verdict was announced. "And that's because there were extenuating and horrific circumstances.
And apparently the jurors got it."

During closing arguments before Acting State Supreme Court Justice Charles Solomon (See
Profile) last week, Manhattan Assistant District Attorney Matthew Bogdanos called Jordan's claims
"outlandish and ridiculous" and argued that she made up the entire scenario, including text
messages by the nonverbal boy alleging abuse. He urged jurors to convict her of second-degree
murder (NYLJ, Oct. 28).

On Wednesday, however, Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr. lauded the verdict, saying in
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a statement that the jury "finally held the defendant accountable for killing her nonverbal, autistic
child."

"Gigi Jordan showed no mercy to her son, and should receive none at the time of her sentencing,"
he said, thanking jurors for sitting through "weeks of horrific testimony, as well as my office's
tireless prosecutors, who over a period of four and a half years ensured that justice would be done
in this matter."

Jordan, 53, has never denied killing her son. She faces five to 25 years, compared to 25 years to
life for a second-degree murder conviction, when she is sentenced.

Over the past four years, Jordan hired nearly a dozen high-powered attorneys, who abandoned
numerous defense strategies before settling on extreme emotional disturbance, an affirmative
defense. Prior strategies included a psychiatric defense and the assertion that Jordan performed an
act of "altruistic filicide," which would have been a case of first impression in New York.

Her latest defense team includes Earl Ward, a partner at Emery Celli Brinckerhoff & Abady; solo
practitioner Allan Brenner; criminal defense attorney Ronald Kuby and Harvard Law School
professor Alan Dershowitz.

At trial in People v. Jordan, 00621/2010, they attempted to establish Jordan's state of mind leading
up to the night of Jude's death. In her four-day testimony, Jordan said she discovered mysterious
injuries on Jude's body and that the boy revealed, through typed messages on her Blackberry and
computer, that he had been abused by more than 20 people.

Jordan also described how she fed Jude a concoction of prescription pills and alcohol over the
course of two nights in 2010. Emergency responders found her disoriented in their hotel room
following a failed attempt to take her own life as well.

Solomon instructed jurors to consider whether Jordan's emotions, as demonstrated by objective
evidence, were reasonable and that a person believing what Jordan believed would have
committed the same actions.

During deliberations, jurors requested to review all the evidence and twice asked for a definition of
"extreme emotional disturbance." They also asked to re-hear testimony that Jordan installed a
security system in her Trump Tower home out of fear for her and Jude's lives.

Most jurors chose not to speak to reporters outside the courthouse on Wednesday.

"It was difficult, but it was a phenomenal group of jurors," said one juror who declined to give his
name.

Jordan's attorneys filed a motion for a mistrial last week, arguing that the exclusion of certain
evidence undercut Jordan's right to a fair trial. Among that evidence was an investigative report
allegedly showing Mirra had connections to organized crime, which Jordan's attorneys argued
would have helped justify her fear he was going to kill her, and testimony by physicians who
examined Jude and found his symptoms were not autism but the effects of psychosis from
prolonged sexual abuse.

Mirra is suing his ex-wife for defamation.

The court also excluded Jordan's suicide letter on the grounds that it was hearsay. In court papers,



Jordan's attorneys wrote that the letter was "clear evidence about her state of mind at the most
proximate time to her son's death."

Solomon denied the motion. "I don't see legal grounds for a mistrial based on any of these claims,"
he said last week.

On Thursday, Solomon criticized a jailhouse interview Jordan gave to The Wall Street Journal,
where she claimed she had rejected "offers and deals" that would have resulted in little jail time.
She also vowed to appeal the verdict, no matter what the jury decided.

In court, Bogdanos said Jordan's statement she was offered a plea deal was a "complete lie."

Kuby declined to discuss the interview or separate appearances by Jordan on the Dr. Phil
television show and CBS2 News.

Assistant District Attorney Marit DeLozier assisted in the prosecution of the case.
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