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All but three of the state's 15 law schools have reported a decline in pass rates for first-time 
candidates who took the July bar exam, a result that has disappointed, puzzled and angered 
school officials. 

The 3,740 first-time test-takers from New York's law schools posted an 83 percent pass rate, 
down five points from last year. 

The decline comes at a time when most schools have revamped their bar preparation programs, 
requiring more students than ever to enroll in test-taking skills courses and hosting free bar 
review weekends on campus. 

In fact, they insisted the class of 2014 was better prepared for the test than any graduating class 
before it. Several expressed concerns that this year's downward swing went well beyond 
expected year-to-year fluctuations. 

"We're all scratching our heads and left with questions as to what this means," said Michelle 
Anderson, dean of the City University of New York School of Law, where the pass rate fell five 
points to 77 percent. 

In an Oct. 23 memo to law school deans nationwide, Erica Moeser, president of the National 
Conference of Bar Examiners (NCBE) wrote the drop in July exam scores across the United 
States was "a matter of concern to us, as no doubt it has been to many of you." 

The Madison, Wisc.-based nonprofit NCBE develops the Multistate Bar Exam, the 200-question 
multiple-choice test that comprises half of bar candidates' scores. 

"Beyond checking and rechecking our equating, we have looked at other indicators to challenge 
the results," Moeser continued. "All point to the fact that the group that sat in July 2014 was less 



able than the group that sat in July 2013." 

Her choice of words incensed some New York deans. 

On Monday, Brooklyn Law School dean Nicholas Allard shot back with a letter to Moeser calling 
her memo "offensive" and "disparaging." He demanded that Moeser apologize to graduates and 
explain the evidence the NCBE considered in concluding this year's crop of students was "less 
able." 

"Too many students did not pass, and I 
want to get to the bottom of it," Allard said 
in an interview. "Bar prep was even more 
rigorous than the year before. My take on 
it is, it's not our students. It's the test. And 
that is unacceptable." 

Brooklyn Law School saw a 9.5-point 
decrease, to 84.5 percent from last year's 
94, which had been a record for the 
school. But the academic profiles for the 
class of 2013 and class of 2014 were 
nearly identical, Allard pointed out: both 
had median LSAT scores of 163. 

Indeed, the credentials for the national 
classes of 2013 and 2014 were identical 
as well. Each had median LSAT scores of 
157 and median GPAs of 3.42, according 
to Law School Admission Council data. 

In an interview, Moeser said she stood by 
her statement and the NCBE's 
calculations. The organization ensures its 
exams are the same level of difficulty year 
over year through a statistical process 
called test equating, she explained. The 
NCBE bases its annual score distribution 
on candidates' performance on a set of 
recycled questions from previous exams. 

The July 2014 test-takers scored lower on 
the repeat questions, Moeser said. "Law schools are going through quite a lot of transition right 
now, and there's a lot of variables out there," she said. "This is one indicator of a weakening in 
the supply of people who are going to law school."	   
Statewide Declines 
This year's drop may have appeared more pronounced due to a boost in scores last year. 

In 2013, 88 percent of first-time test-takers from New York law schools passed, compared to 85 
percent a year earlier. 

Three schools—New York Law School, the Maurice A. Deane School of Law at Hofstra University 
and Pace University School of Law—recorded score decreases of more than 10 percentage 
points each for the July 2014 exam. 

New York Law School's 12-point plunge to 71 percent from last year's 83 was the steepest drop 
in the state. The school erased most of its gains from last year, when its score rose 13 points. 

"I am surprised and deeply disappointed in these results," Anthony Crowell, the dean, said in an 
email. "I am certain that this year's pass rate is not an accurate reflection of the strength of our 
graduates or of the quality of preparation offered to them at New York Law School." 



The past few years have been erratic for the school, which boasted a 94 percent pass rate in 
2008. Last year, it introduced one-on-one bar exam tutoring with faculty members and gave its 
students a $500 credit toward bar review courses with BARBRI Bar Review, Pieper Bar Review 
or Kaplan if they completed a school-run bar prep program over five weekends. 

Recent graduates of Pace Law took a practice bar exam last fall to diagnose their weakest 
subject areas. The school then steered students into courses that would improve those skills, said 
dean David Yassky, who started in April. Those initiatives are being expanded this year. 

Hofstra Law saw an 11-point decline. In a statement, the school said it is "reviewing our bar prep 
programming to ensure all of our students receive the necessary support." 

State University at Buffalo Law School's 76 percent pass rate was an eight-point drop from last 
year. The school declined to comment. 

Not even the state's top-ranked law schools were immune from score declines. New York 
University School of Law and Columbia Law School saw drops of three and four points, 
respectively. Cornell Law School's pass rate, however, held steady at 94 percent, putting it on par 
with NYU and pushing it above Columbia, which has traditionally held the state's No. 1 or No. 2 
spot. 

Albany Law School, which had only a two-point drop, introduced a diagnostic practice exam, one-
on-one test coaching and free weekend bar-prep on campus as well during the 2013-14 
academic year. The school said those efforts seem to be working. 

"We still think we're on the right course in terms of where we are in our bar support program," 
acting dean Alicia Ouellette said. 

Only Syracuse University School of Law and the Touro College Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center 
saw pass rate increases. 

Touro's rose by half a percentage point. The school introduced a course this spring called 
"Advanced Legal Analysis" that focused on bar prep. The school also gave grants to some 
students to cover bar review courses or the cost of babysitting to allow students with children time 
to study. 

Touro Law dean Patricia Salkin noted that the 71 percent pass rate for class of 2014 graduates 
was higher than the 67.5 percent rate for first-time test takers, indicating the latest bar support 
measures are working (the latter figure includes some graduates from previous years). 

"We are cautiously optimistic we are moving in the right direction," Salkin said. "Despite the fact 
that we are not where we want to be, we have our eye on the prize." 

Syracuse's 87 percent pass rate was a three-point boost over last year's 84 percent. The school's 
scores have risen steadily since the July 2011 exam, when 70 percent of Syracuse candidates 
passed. 
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