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Rosemary Martorana, Director of Intelligence, New Jersey Office of Homeland Security 

and Preparedness: 

Hello. I am Rosemary Martorana, Director of Intelligence here at the New Jersey Office of 

Homeland Security and Preparedness (NJOHSP) and you are listening to Intelligence. 

Unclassified. This podcast is exactly what the title states: unclassified information about current 

trends in homeland security for the state of New Jersey, as well as educational information and 

resources for your awareness. Although it is produced every month, we aim to stay on top of 

current events and will often offer additional content. If this is your first time listening, then 

thanks for coming! Please feel free to add this podcast to your RSS feed or iTunes. You can also 

follow NJOHSP on Twitter @NJOHSP and Facebook. All links can be found in the show notes 

and on our website www.njohsp.gov.  

 

Rosemary Martorana, Director of Intelligence, New Jersey Office of Homeland Security 

and Preparedness: I am Rosemary Martorana, Director of Intelligence here at the New Jersey 

Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness (NJOHSP) and today I am talking to Jim 

McDavitt, a strategist with our Preparedness Bureau in Newark, New Jersey. Today, we are 

going to be discussing mass shootings and how our office defines mass shootings. So Jim, to 

kick us off, how do people generally define a mass shooting? 

  

Jim McDavitt, Senior Planner, New Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness: 

Well Rosemary, currently there is no officially recognized definition for the term "mass 

shooting" in the United States. From what I found during my research, is that, what qualifies as a 

mass shooting really depends on who is counting and their specific criteria. There are a number 

of organizations that study mass shooting incidents in the US, including Mother Jones, Mass 

Shooting Tracker, and Stanford Mass Shootings of America Project, to name a few. The 

differences arise due to organizations using other officially defined terms, such as mass killings 

or mass murders, which they assume would constitute a mass shooting incident. That is why we 

see varying publicized numbers and information from different news outlets. To give you a quick 

example of the disparity, I recently saw the number of mass shootings in the US in 2016, thus 

far, from three different organizations. The information varied from 53, to 37, to just 2 incidents. 

So, it really depends on which definition and criteria is being used. 

  

Martorana: How do we at NJOHSP define a Mass Shooting?  
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McDavitt: The NJOHSP definition is actually broken down into two: ideological mass shootings 

and non-ideological mass shootings. An ideological mass shooting is an incident in which an 

ideologically motivated offender or offenders is engaged in killing or attempting to kill three or 

more victims, with a firearm, in one or more locations in close geographical proximity. A non-

ideological mass shooting is an incident in which an offender or offenders is engaged in killing 

or attempting to kill three or more victims, with a firearm, in one or more locations in close 

geographical proximity. This excludes domestic violence and criminal activity, such as, gang or 

drug-related activity, armed robbery, and financially motivated crimes. The key difference in the 

two definitions is if the offender or offenders are ideologically motivated.  

  

Martorana: Now knowing that, could you provide a little background on how we came up with 

these definitions?  

  

McDavitt: Absolutely. The foundation of the definitions were derived from the FBI's definitions 

of mass murder and active shooter. A three victim threshold was decided based on the 

Investigative Assistance for Violent Crimes Act of 2012, which allows the Attorney General to 

assist in the investigation of mass killings and attempted mass killings. As I said earlier, I also 

disqualified shooting incidents that involved gang activity, armed robbery, or domestic violence 

because those types of incidents can be attributed to some other underlying criminal activity or 

circumstance. 

  

Martorana: The ten million dollar question: Why do we at NJOHSP have two definitions for 

mass shootings?  

  

McDavitt: I think it is important that NJOHSP have two definitions. The use of two definitions 

is to provide a clarified awareness of both ideological and non-ideological mass shooting 

incidents, which occur across the US. One of our office's core mission areas is counterterrorism, 

so to separate ideologically motivated shooting into its own category for counterterrorism 

purposes allows our Intelligence Division to analyze mass shootings that could be linked to 

terrorism.  

  

Martorana: During your research did you find any trends in mass shooting incidents that 

occurred in the US?  

  

McDavitt: I looked at incidents that occurred in 2015. This included 20 non-ideological mass 

shootings and 6 ideological mass shootings. From those incidents I found 97% of the offenders 

were male, 76% of the incidents involved a lone offender, and 10 of the 34 offenders were 

ideologically motivated. 

  

Martorana: Were there any incidents that occurred in New Jersey or the surrounding area?  

  

McDavitt: Yes, in fact there were.  In New Jersey, there was only one incident that occurred in 

2015, and it fell under the non-ideological mass shooting definition. There were also 2 non-
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ideological mass shootings that occurred in our neighboring states, of New York and 

Pennsylvania. In these 3 incidents, there was a total of 14 victims, 2 of which died.   

  

Martorana: Are you aware of any incidents that occurred this year that fit the NJOHSP criteria?  

  

McDavitt: Actually, yes. On February 22, there was a non-ideological mass shooting in 

Kalamazoo, Michigan, in which 6 victims died and 2 others were wounded. In this incident the 

shooter was actually an Uber driver who was reported taking fares in between the shootings. The 

shooter was arrested and charged with six counts of murder, two counts of assault with intent to 

commit murder and eight firearms violations. A couple days later on February 25, there was 

another non-ideological mass shooting in Hesston, Kansas, in which 3 victims died and 14 others 

were wounded. The shooter in this incident was actually an employee where the shooting took 

place. Both of these incidents fall under the non-ideological definition, because from the 

information we have right now the offenders were not ideologically motivated. So far in 2016, 

there has not been any ideological mass shootings.  

  

Martorana: How can citizens, communities and businesses here in New Jersey be prepared for 

these types of situations?  

  

McDavitt: Recently, NJOHSP, the New Jersey Regional Operations Intelligence Center (or "The 

Rock"), and the New Jersey State Police developed an Active Shooter Response training to 

provide guidance on how to prepare for and respond to an active shooter situation.  These 

practices are nationally recognized and can be applied to all businesses, government offices, and 

large public gathering areas. There are also a number of other resources offered by DHS and the 

FBI that can help prevent and prepare for these types of situations. I would recommend checking 

out their websites for more information.    

 

Martorana: Great, thanks Jim. To find out more about NJOHSP's assessment on mass 

shootings, please visit our website at njohsp.gov. Thanks for tuning in! 

 

Outro: 

Again, all links can be found in the show notes and on our website at www.njohsp.gov. Thanks 

for listening and don't forget to subscribe to Intelligence. Unclassified. 
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