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                                     A FAR CRY LAUNCHES 2014 WITH GREAT CHEMISTRY:
         BACH AND STRAVINSKY, MUSIC AND MODERN DANCE

A FAR CRY, Boston’s exhilarating, self-conducted chamber orchestra, teams up with Urbanity Dance on
Saturday, January 11, for a program of great “CHEMISTRY.”  The evening of collaboration and reinvention
features the world premiere of Dancing with Bach, a keyboard suite orchestrated by prize-winning
composer Eric Nathan, and Stravinsky’s evocative ballet Apollon Musagete. A FAR CRY's virtuosity and
Betsi Graves's probing, athletic choreography promise to elucidate and transform this great music into a
wholly new experience.  The performance begins at 8:00 pm in New England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall.
Tickets, at $25-$40, with discounts for seniors and students, are available online at afarcry.org and
through the Jordan Hall box office at 617-585-1260.

The music
In Dancing with Bach, commissioned especially for this program, Eric Nathan writes that he has
re-imagined for string orchestra a group of pieces drawn from J.S. Bach’s Sonatas, Partitas, and Suites,
creating “a completely new suite that illuminates connections between works composed years
apart….Bach's music is so intricately woven, and it excited my imagination to decide how I wanted to
frame each movement – for example, whether I heard the music as a pas de deux between two soloists
or as a mini-concerto for double bass, or a tour-de-force for the full ensemble. While I try to stay true to
Bach's music, I look at each movement through a new lens to bring out elements of his music that were
especially meaningful to me.”

In Apollon Musagete, Stravinsky was also dealing with the past, modernity, and reinvention.  Inspired by
the grand tradition of the French Baroque, and especially the music of Lully, the ballet celebrates the
primacy of the classical, Apollonian elements over the Dionysian in art.  Upon first hearing the score,
Diaghilev found it "music somehow not of this world, but from somewhere else above.”

Collaborating artists
Eric Nathan (b 1983) is the 2013-14 Rome Prize Fellow in composition and is currently working at the
American Academy in Rome.  His music has been performed in the United States and abroad at music
festivals including the Aldeburgh Festival (UK), Tanglewood, Aspen, Ravinia, Banff Centre, and Shanghai
Conservatory New Music Week, and it has been featured on NPR’s radio show “From the Top.”

“CHEMISTRY” was choreographed by Betsi Graves, winner of national choreography awards, and
founding director of Urbanity Dance, Boston’s leading contemporary dance company. Now in its sixth
year of pushing boundaries and exploring cross-disciplinary collaborations, the company has been invited
to perform in venues across the U.S., including Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, Dance Gallery Festival in
Houston, and the Alvin Ailey Citigroup Theater in New York.  Most recently, Urbanity was awarded Best
of Boston’s 2012 Dance Company by the Improper Bostonian.
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Ms. Graves shared some thoughts about “CHEMISTRY”:  “When dancers and musicians step outside the

bubble of their own disciplines’ limits, suddenly the realm of what’s possible opens up….As the space

reverberates with strings, it is almost as if I can feel the melodies ricocheting from the dancers’ muscle

fibers. I can see the music emanating from their limbs.”

A Far Cry

A Far Cry stands at the forefront of an exciting new generation in classical music. Virtuosic, exuberant,

tender, the ensemble, founded in 2007 by a tight-knit collective of seventeen young professional

musicians, is self-expressive as well as self-conducted; in the words of the New York Times, A Far Cry

“brims with personality or, better, personalities, many and varied.”  By expanding the boundaries of

orchestral repertoire and experimenting with the ways music is prepared, performed, and experienced,

A Far Cry has been embraced throughout the world with more than two hundred performances, three

albums, a powerful presence on the internet, and a successful European debut tour in 2012.  The Criers

maintain strong roots in Boston, rehearsing at their storefront music center in Jamaica Plain, serving as

Chamber Orchestra in Residence at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, and producing an annual

concert series in New England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall.  Through an educational partnership with the

Conservatory, A Far Cry aims to pass on the spirit of collaboratively-empowered music to the next

generation.
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A Far Cry presents “CHEMISTRY”
A collaboration with Urbanity Dance
Choreography by Betsi Graves

Program:
J.S. Bach, Dancing with Bach, orchestrated by Eric Nathan
                 selections from the Partitas, Sonatas, and Suites

Stravinsky, Apollon Musagete
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