
	  

	  

CHERNIHIV, UKRAINE 
3rd Quarter 2015 Report 

July  
After all the summer camps, we received an unexpected invitation 
to take a trip to Kremenchug (in the central part of Ukraine) and 
visit the city prison for teenagers. Since this invitation came from 
an old and mutual friend, we decided to accept it. 
 
For five days, from 9:00 to 6:00 in the afternoon, we were at the 
prison among those teenage prisoners. It was a little bit hard at the 
beginning. Our courts now do their best to spare teenagers from 
jail, and if you’re there, it means you did something really bad. 
While we were there, I tried not to ask why are they were there, 
because it is better for you not to know their past, which helps you 
to see in front of you not a criminal, but a lost teenager who needs 
God. 
 
We went there as a team. I was with Igor Fomichov and Sasha Petrenko, and along with us came five more 
people who had been addicted to drugs and alcohol in the past. All day long we shared with them our 
testimonies, did Bible classes, sang Christian songs and played sports. They were so thirsty for God’s truth. I 
can hardly imagine another group of modern teenagers, who can listen to God’s Word all day long with such 
interest. 
 
They told us that we were a great blessing for them. When we were leaving, many of them decided to pray to 
God for forgiveness. I’m not sure how sincere they were, but it was a great experience to see people who have 
no idea about modern gadgets and Internet, or social networking, and who really paid much attention to 
everything we said. 
 
Praise the Lord for this trip. Please pray for these youth, who have lost their freedom at the very beginning of 
their lives. 
 

Chervona Sloboda 
It is really good to have friends who can help you and whom you 
can help. I was invited to Chervona Sloboda to lead a children’s 
camp first time five years ago. Since then, Vitaly Yurchenko 
invites me every year, and it is always a blessing to do camps 
there. 
  
Last year I invited Igor Fomichov and Sasha Petrenko to go with 
me, and it was a great time. This year we received the invitation 
again, and besides those men I mentioned above, we also brought 
Vova Mininok, who definitely has babysitter talent. 
 
In Chervona Sloboda we had around 20 kids, and this time two 

young sisters from that church were willing to assist us, which was a great help. We put on the same program as 



in Desna and Goncharovsk. For these camps I prepared a series of Bible lessons. I started with a little bit of 
history and taught on one of the ancient civilizations, like Mesopotamia, and then told children that a Bible 
character like Abraham lived there and he did such and such.  
 
Every evening we had a bonfire and got together at the fireplace. It was a great time for us, and children were 
praying with us and listening to our testimonies as well. We hope that this ministry will benefit the Sunday 
school here in Chervona Sloboda. 
Thank you for your prayers. Please pray for all those children in Ukraine who heard the Gospel for the first time 
in their lives during summer camps. 
 
August 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
As I’m waking up every morning, one of the first things that comes to my mind is that God is King. It is easy to 
complain all the time, but when you have a habit of being thankful, all complaints disappear, and you see God’s 
hand in every second of your life. Summer is over, and looking back I see how many things God did for me and 
my family, and my brothers and sisters, who have a desire to serve our Lord. These past three months, God gave 
us many opportunities to serve Him in different ways and reach many different people. 
  
It is customary for our people to spend their summer vacation somewhere by the sea. My family didn’t have a 
chance to do so this summer, but I’m glad that I can be sure not a day of this summer was wasted. We’ve been 
to four camps (three were vacation Bible schools and one was youth camping in the forest) and also visited 
three jails in different corners of our country. If I hadn’t, I never would’ve had an opportunity to travel to those 
cities. We met many new friends, our brothers and sisters who have the same passion to serve Christ. Traveling 
and being involved in different ministries filled my sermons with new, practical sense. At one of our Sunday 
services I made a confession to our church that for the last three years I’ve been focused mostly on college 
youth. I always felt comfortable with this group, but this summer God made me work with criminals, prisoners, 
drug- and alcohol-addicted people. It changed my mind a lot, and I saw a need to look at a wider ministry, 
without focusing only on the people, whom I like to serve. 
 
After each trip (usually they lasted from Monday to Friday) I made small presentations in our church, showing 
them some pictures from jails, asking my friends to pray for those prisoners. I hope that God was working not 
only in me, but that through those presentations and stories He was also telling something important to all of us. 
Our school year starts on September 1st (not in August like in your country), so we plan to start our important 
projects (like English club and students themed events) in September. As I mentioned earlier, we didn’t have a 
chance to go to the sea, but it doesn’t mean that God did not give us an opportunity to have a good rest. I’m 
fortunate, because my wife and I both like camping and hiking, and Chernihiv area is a perfect place for such 
activities. When we had an opportunity, we also took with us our students. For example, my parents invited us 
to come and visit their camp (every summer they spend their vacation on a river bank, living in tents). I said in 
our church that if anyone wants to go with us, feel free to come, and Maksim decided to go. It was a good time, 
because my parents are also Christians, and Maksim could ask them many questions about their faith. We were 
there two days; every evening we read the Bible and prayed together. Maksim never had a good family. His 
parents were divorced when he was a kid, and it was really good time for him to spend time with us. 
 
Several times we went to the forest with our students. It is a healthy practice to spend free time together. It gives 
us opportunity to know each other better and spend more time in informal fellowship. A week before the end of 
the summer I called my friends and co-workers, Sasha Petrenko and Igor Fomichov, and we decided to do a 
follow-up meeting before the beginning of the academic year. This time we decided to hold this event in 
Chernihiv. The young people, who were at our camps in summer, had received invitations in Desna, 
Goncharovsk and Chernihiv. Igor Fomichov took a church bus and brought people from Desna and 
Goncharovsk, and they all joined us here. 
 



It was really fruitful day. We asked a friend to bring with him his rock-climbing equipment and do a master 
class for us. We had a barbecue and played games. Also I asked my musician friends to play some songs for us. 
It was a good chance to get all those young people together and announce the beginning of a new season at our 
students’ center. We knew that many unbelievers will come, so we had Bibles with us and at the end handed 
them out. So it was not only a good free time, but also an Evangelization.  
 
In conclusion, I want to say thanks to our Lord for all the opportunities and everything He gave us this summer. 
I want to share our gratitude to you, because you love our Lord and make our ministry possible. Thank you for 
your prayers and support, we love you and pray for you, knowing that we are all His co-workers. Please keep 
praying for us. God bless you. 
 
September 
Our dear brothers and sisters in Christ, we are glad to share with you some of those great blessings God has 
given us this month.  
 
In most of our churches we celebrate the Harvest day in 
September. It is a great time to give God all our gratitude for the 
fruits we have, both in our material and spiritual fields. We are 
not farmers, though my parents have a garden and in spite of a 
really dry summer we have had a good harvest this year. In our 
spiritual field here in Chernihiv we also had fruit. This fall we 
have baptized two of our believers. (The other two guys simply 
said that they aren’t ready yet; I joked that in the winter it will be 
much colder). We were glad to have our dear brother Sam 
Slobodian with us, who performed the baptism with pastor 
Sergey Shaptala (president of Baptist Brotherhood in Ukraine). 
The church in Desna set out a beautiful meal for us after the 
baptism and God gave us really warm weather in this time of fall.	   
 
Please pray for Tanya and Maksim who were baptized this year, 
for their growth in the Lord and for the Church in Chernihiv. We 
hope that these were only first fruits and God will give us 
abundantly more. 
 
We are also thankful for seminary classes provided by BIEM, 
this time we had a wonderful couple, Pastor Marshal Fant and his 
lovely wife Gretchen. Pastor Fant taught us on mentoring and 
discipleship, which reminded me about this important area in the 
ministry. His wife Gretchen led a seminar for women on their 
responsibility to do ministry for other women in the church. This 
seminar influenced a lot our wives and other sisters from our 
churches. After these lessons I began to think and pray about my 
own ministry and I decided to dedicate more time for men in my ministry to spend time one on one studying the 
Word of God and praying together. In this short period of time I’ve already seen a great impact from this 
decision. Those guys with whom I offered to meet together for prayer and studying the Word gladly agreed and 
we are staying in touch every day, calling each other and asking questions about our personal spiritual growth. 
 
I also thank the Lord for Pastor Larry DeBruyn, who taught Biblical Spirituality. His lectures were good 
warnings for us as young ministers to be alert and stay away from non-biblical concepts in worship and 
understanding of the spiritual world. 
 



As I mentioned in my previous letter, September is the beginning of the academic year. Since we work mostly 
with students it is a great time to begin new evangelical activities. First of all I changed our schedule a little. 
Now we have two English classes per week; they are Tuesday and Thursday nights. For these we designed 
invitations (Maksim helped a lot with that) so we can hand them out in University campuses in our city.  
 
On Wednesdays we have Bible Study Group. Now we are going through the first letter of Peter digging out 
precious truths from our Bibles.  
 
For Saturdays we started new youth ministry. Now we have a team of young believers who are willing to help 
with this service. Every Sunday after the main service we get together for discussing our next Saturday night. 
This is a place where we can ask questions, make remarks and offer our help or share ideas. I love to see how 
those young brothers and sisters are growing in serving the Lord. 
 
Please pray for our youth ministry. We see a good response. Fifteen to twenty-five people attend our Saturday 
nights every time we have five new attenders.  
 
We are planning more events in order to attract people to our ministry and share the Gospel with them.  
God is always good. Thank you for your prayers and support. We love you and it is an honor for us to do this 
glorious ministry together. 
  
Yours in Christ Lyosha Alusia and Kirill Savchuk 
	  

	  


