
	  

	  

CHERNIHIV, UKRAINE 
2nd Quarter 2015 Report 

April  
Our dear brothers and sisters in Christ, we want to thank you for a wonderful opportunity to do something really 
valuable, not only in this life but also with an eternal perspective. We serve our Lord together, leading lost souls 
to the cross, where they have a chance to believe in Jesus Christ and became a part of a great heavenly family. 
  
This month we had a good reason to share the Greatest News with unsaved students from our city, because it is 
Easter time. It may be interesting for you to know that we do not call it Easter at all. We have much better 
name, which we borrowed from the Greeks, it is – Paskha. Paskha is a Greek word for “Passover,” and it is 
really impossible to explain the meaning of Easter without giving information about the Jewish Passover. So we 
invited students via Internet (we have our Ukrainian version of Facebook) and prepared an Easter evening for 
them at our Students Center. Some of them had already attended our Christian Students Center; others came for 
first time. Altogether 22 people came. At the beginning of the event I asked Alusia to lead some games and 
competitions, which we usually do for getting to know each other better. I was surprised to meet a guy named 
Bogdan who said, during one of the games, that he doesn’t know any Easter tradition because he is an atheist. It 
is a little bit unusual for our city to hear from someone a confession of being atheist, because almost all 
unbelievers say that they are Orthodox Christians. Anyway he came to a Christian meeting for the first time in 
his life and as well heard the Gospel. It is amazing how God works, because his coming was absolutely not 
planned. Nobody invited him, because we usually try to invite people whom we somehow know, or at least 
some of our students know, but he was invited on the street by Maksim. (Actually Maksim invited him and two 
of his friends, but only Bogdan came.)  

Maksim later told me that this guy didn’t like our event, but he carefully listened to what I was saying, and at 
least now we know that seed was sown. My topic was on the reasons we celebrate Paskha (Easter). A week 
before that, we went onto the campus of one of the universities and took a small poll asking students a simple 
question: “Why do we celebrate Easter.” It surprised me, but almost none of them knew the real reason. I mean, 
answers were so superficial. Many people simply responded: “it is an old Ukrainian tradition” or something to 
this respect. We made a short video with all these answers and showed it to our guests. Then I started to share 
some real reasons for why we celebrate this holiday. I started with some history and explained about Hebrew 
slavery in Egypt and their Exodus. Of course I told them about Passover and about the expectation of a 
Messiah. After explaining everything about Jesus, we showed them a short clip from the movie “Son of God.” 
When I turned the lights on, I saw that almost all of them were crying. I don’t know whether tears somehow 
prove repentance of heart, but I’m sure that the story of Jesus Christ touched all of them, including this atheist 
guy. Please pray for all those students. We are in touch with all of them, except Bogdan. Please pray for him as 
well.  

Another wonderful chance to share the Gospel was connected with a visit by very special people. Mr. Rick 
Barry and Rev. Gene Crouch visited our ministry on a Thursday night, and we invited not only our regular 
attenders but as well our English class students and some other friends. Our office was crowded, and some 
people didn’t even have a place to sit. That night I was not a host of the evening, but a translator for our friends 
(actually only for one of them, because Rick’s Russian is really good). I asked Rev. Gene to speak about 
American Easter customs and he very well connected all that with the Gospel. This is why I love such holidays 
like Easter and Christmas. All you do is simply explain to people the reasons we celebrate those days. I know 
many unbelievers but I don’t know any of them who never celebrated either of those holidays. After Rev. 



Gene’s talk, we gave time to our friends to talk to our visitors, practicing their English and getting to know each 
other better. Rev. Gene told me that he had talked to a girl who never attended church her whole life. The girl’s 
name is Genya. She is our new English student and her older brother works at the Ukrainian Embassy in the 
UK. Please pray for those students as well. 

Sharing the Gospel is wonderful, but as well we have to help new Christians to grow. I was invited to translate 
two courses at our seminary in Kiev, and I decided to use this opportunity and took two young believers from 
Chernihiv with me. It was a little cultural shock for them at the beginning, because they never saw so many 
Christians who study their Bible all day long. But by the end of a course they told me that it was very good time 
and they made new friends, learned a lot, and they’d like to come back this fall. Who knows, maybe these guys 
will become new students at our seminary and maybe even new ministers for our Lord. 

Thank you a lot for making all this possible, without your prayers and support, we couldn’t do all that. I believe 
that one day in Heaven a Ukrainian guy or girl will come to you and say: “Thank you for sharing the Gospel 
with me.”  

God bless you abundantly.  

May 
Our dear brothers and sisters in Christ, we want to share with you the joy that God has given us this month in 
various circumstances.  
 
Usually we take summer breaks for English class. It is because Julia and I (our other English teacher) are 
involved in many camps and summer evangelization activities, which means we travel a lot and can’t be at our 
class every week. The last four weeks before the summer we were working hard, and I gave the students a long 
list of assignments. I never wanted to say good bye, and I knew that Rick Barry would be here in June, so I told 
them that from time to time I will be calling them and invite to come and talk to some English-speaking people. 
The last day we had a little party with a couple cakes and soda. Students told us that they are really thankful for 
everything we did for them. They appreciate our classes, and they asked us to tell special thanks to people who 
support us and make all that possible (our English classes are free of charge, and we do it as a ministry to our 
community). So I want to thank you one more time for your support and prayers; they help us to do our job: to 
teach English, build relationships and share Jesus with lost people in our city. 

It was a tough month for me, but God was kind. Alusia spent almost four weeks at the hospital. That means that 
ministry, our boy, and our dog were on my shoulders. It was a very good lesson to me, because I saw how much 
work is on my lovely wife, which I usually do not notice. Alusia is okay now and I really thank God for that. 
One of the hardest days was May 16th (my birthday by the way). Maksim asked me to help him with a 
marathon, which he organized for Chernihiv people. I woke up early in the morning and was helping him all 
day long. Since I had nobody to sit with Kirill, I also took him and our dog with us. It was such an experience, 
but thank God we did it, and this marathon was a good opportunity to meet new people and tell them about our 
church. 

This month we also started a new ministry. Every Saturday we do a youth meeting. What’s new about it? This 
evening we arrange the way that everyone who is a part of our team can do something. It includes: music, 
games, entertainment, and even sermons. For now we have at least two men besides me who can preach. We 
already had three meetings like that and even without special invitation we had about 20 people each time. Half 
of them are absolutely new for our ministry they were invited by our team. It is a really good experience, and I 
love to see how our friends are growing in the Lord. 

In the summer, because of camps, we take a break from several ministries (except Bible Studies and Sunday 
services), but it is a good time to do some planning and preparing for the coming school year. Please pray for 
our Christian Students Center, that God may use it for His glory. 

Thank you for your prayers and support.  



 
 
June 
Our dear brothers and sisters in Christ, God blessed us with a great opportunity to take part in various camps 
this month. We are glad that He could use us on His field through sharing the Good News and serving Him in 
many other ways. I want to briefly describe what it was for me to be part of all these camps. 
 
Goncharovsk. 

I was specially blessed to start our camp ministry with 
Goncharovsk. This year their school principal asked Sasha 
Petrenko to do camp together with the school. The problem is 
that our schools here in Ukraine also have their daily camps in 
summer, and sometimes they do it the same time we do ours. So 
children do not know what to choose and their parents prefer 
school camps. But this time (it is a historical moment, because 
ministry in Goncharovsk has been taking place more than 10 
years) the public school asked us to do camp together. They 
suggested that we would have around 200 children. That meant 
we had to have a good team. It was a good opportunity to invite 

some students from Chernihiv, because they are active, they are already Christians, and they can grow in the 
Lord through this ministry. We invited Maksim and Vlad, who have already helped us many times in our 
ministry in Chernihiv.  

 
In reality we had around 80 children, but anyway it was a good 
amount of people.  A big help for us was Rick Barry – our good 
friend and fellow worker on God’s field. He brought with him 
two big bags of supplies for the camps. We want to say thank 
you to everyone who participated in collecting this stuff [craft 
and game items]. During our camp time we called this a magic 
bag, because anytime we needed an idea for crafts or 
competitions, we could go to this bag and find everything we 
needed.  

The camp lasted for three days, and then for two more days Rick 
Barry and I were teaching English for their high school students. It was a great opportunity for us to share the 
Gospel. Sasha Petrenko received much great feedback. I especially remember the Bible lesson by Rick Barry, 
who brought a puppet bear, and he taught on seeking first the Kingdom of God. We really hope that this 
summer all those kids had an opportunity to seek first the Kingdom of God, leaving all the dust of this world 
behind. 

Desna. 
Our next stop was Desna. Desna is a special place for all of us, 
because here we grew up and became Christians. It is always our 
pleasure to serve this church, assisting them in different 
activities.  
 
In Desna we didn’t have as many kids as we did in Goncharovsk, 
but it gave us an opportunity to be closer to them and pay more 
attention to each kid individually. Being well trained in 
Goncharovsk, we did not find it hard to do the same program in 
Desna. 



Before camp started, we printed invitations and walked around the town handing them out. In Desna we faced a 
problem I described a couple paragraphs up. The public school decided to hold their camp on exactly the dates 
we did our camp. So, many potential children didn’t come because of school camp. I heard many times from 
different children that our camps are much more interesting; it’s just that their parents prefer school camps and 
trust them much more than us.  

Anyway, it was a great camp. Here we were on our own property, feeling more freedom to share the Gospel and 
pray with those kids. We hope that it was a good start for the Sunday school in Desna for the coming academic 
year. 

Lebedivka.  
Eleven years ago Igor Fomichov decided to do camps in tents on the riverbank. His choice fell on the village of 
Lebedivka, where there is a beautiful harmony of woods and river, which perfectly fits for our tent camp. In the 
beginning it was a camp for Goncharovsk youth only, but as our ministry grew it now is a camp for 
Goncharovsk, Desna and Chernihiv.  
 

We had around forty teenagers from those three places (ten 
students came from Chernihiv). This year the weather was not 
warm enough for swimming, but it was dry and we almost had 
no mosquitos. I liked this a lot, because the biggest discomfort 
for me while living in a tent is mosquitos, the rest of the 
problems, including heavy rains I could bear.  

Every day we played games, cooked food on a fire and had a lot 
of time for personal conversations and witnessing. We had four 
teams in our camp, and every day they received a new task to 
prepare a little performance at night. Every evening we made a 
fire and got together at the fireplace. The performances they did 

were always somehow tied to the main topic, which gave us an opportunity to do a great topical study each 
evening. 

This week was a time for all these teenagers to spend time in a 
Christian circle, hearing the Gospel and watching people who 
can joke, have fun and be happy with the Lord and without any 
drugs and alcohol.  

I thank the Lord for the opportunity to be in all these camps. 
While doing this job, we continued to do ministry in Chernihiv, 
which was a little tough, but it was a great joy to spend all of 
June in ministering to others. 

Thank you for your prayers and support. We love you, and we 
want to let you know that all this was possible because you love 
the Lord and help us to spread His Good News here in Ukraine. 

Yours in Christ  

Lyosha, Alusia and Kirill Savchuk 

	  


