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January 
Our dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
We want to express our gratitude for everything you do for us and share some of the blessings and news we 
experienced this month. 
 
For the previous two years it has been a tradition for our family to invite youth to our home for New Year’s 
Eve. In our country people usually stay up all night, and most of them get drunk, so we decided that it would be 
much better if we invite students to our place. But at this time many of them leave the city, so we also decided 
to visit our dear friends and relatives in Desna. 
 
While we stayed there, God gave us a great opportunity to serve this church in preaching, teaching and singing. 
We feel a great love and spiritual support with this church. The time in Desna was a good chance for us to 
refresh our minds, make some plans for the future year, and of course to spend time with the Lord. The 
atmosphere of a frozen pine forest is especially inspiring for praying and worship. We got a lot of 
encouragement from our friends and relatives, and now we are ready to continue our ministry here in Chernihiv. 
 
In my understanding, the best you can do for a new believer is to acquaint him with many good Christians. This 
is what I’m trying to do for those who got saved under our ministry. So when we decided to go to Desna for the 
Christmas holidays, we invited along our friends from Chernihiv. Six students from the Christian Students 
Center joined us in Desna for Christmas (which is January 7th here). 
 
It was quite an experience for some of them. Traditionally we get together in church on January 6th for 
Christmas Eve. We have a night service with participation of almost everybody in the Church. Some sing songs, 
others share testimonies or quote verses. All children are encouraged to take part. Our four-year-old son Kirill 
took part and almost ate his microphone. And after this service we take a guitar and go to town, visiting elderly 
people from church and singing Christmas carols for them.  
 
I was afraid that three people who came from Chernihiv (and never been to a Christian church) might find 
everything a little bit strange, but they so much loved everything they saw that now they constantly ask me 
when we will go the next time. One girl posted pictures of her trip to Desna on a social network and wrote that 
she felt herself a part of a big, friendly family. This girl was in church for the first time, and I remember when I 
came to church the first time I felt the same. 
 
Time flew very fast, but then it was time to go back home. Students in our country have almost a month of 
winter breaks. We had relatively many people in our services because students were not busy with anything and 
had plenty of time to come and visit us. One of the greatest blessings for me this month was a decision made by 
Tanya (a girl who has attended our ministry almost two years). She said that she wanted to be baptized. This 
news makes me feel very excited and at the same time highly responsible. It is great to see how, little by little, a 
new church is getting born.  
 



The other guy, his name is Dima, struggled with his mother almost all the time he attended our ministry. His 
mother strictly prohibited him from coming, but he stayed faithful to the Lord. And finally he came to me and 
said that his mother allows him to attend our church and that he has no need to hide it from her. Such great 
news! By the way, I ask you to pray for his mother as well. Maybe she’ll come to Christ through Dima’s 
testimony, because he is really a strong and confident Christian. 
At the end of a month I got a call from Vitaly Yurchenko. They needed an interpreter for the seminary session 
taught by Bruce Tuttle. I agreed to come and decided to bring Maksim (one of the new converts) with me. 
Maksim is a great blessing for me. He helps me with paperwork and advertisements and many other things I 
need to do in order to run our ministry. That was his first time to seminary and to a big Baptist Church like 
Pukhova (the Temple of Salvation Baptist Church). There he met a lot of new friends, and he really liked 
studying the book of Joshua by an excellent teacher. It was a great trip, and now Maksim is highly interested in 
visiting more seminary sessions. Who knows, maybe it is a decision made by a future preacher or even pastor.  
 
Thank you for your prayers and support. This is some news we wanted to share with our beloved brothers and 
sisters. Continue to pray for us, for our country, and for the ministry here in Chernihiv. We love you and pray 
for God’s richest blessings on your behalf.  
 
February 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
I heard that in your part of the world the spring usually starts on March 21, but here in Ukraine we consider 
March 1st the beginning of spring, so February is just a short four week month before the most beautiful season. 
As a rule February should be a really cold month, but it was not at all. The snow melted in the middle of the 
month and never fell again. Praise the Lord, we saw a relative peace in the eastern part of our land. We never 
know how long it will go on, but we pray constantly that the aggression against us would quit and we can get to 
a normal life. 
 
First of all I want to share with you really good news. Last time, I wrote you that Tanya is willing to be 
baptized. I recommended her to take several classes on basic Christian teachings and several consultations 
before we’ll do it. And several days ago Maksim told me, that he wants to be baptized as well. Now I want to 
talk to Dima and Vanya, because they also are already Christians (but they struggle with their parents, and such 
things as baptism might produce a lot of problems in their relationships. In our country most people get baptized 
in their infancy, like many Catholics, and parents think that it is a great sin to be re-baptized). So, if God allows 
and those two people would join us, we’ll have four people to baptize this summer. It is so exciting to see how 
God works in souls. Again and again I see that our job is only to sow the seed, and the Holy Spirit will do the 
rest of the work. 
 
This month we held our themed event on February 14th. The tradition to celebrate St. Valentine’s Day is really 
new in our country, but it is very popular. And I thought it is a good chance to talk with young people about 
what real love is. It is so sad that our people take only the worst things from West, leaving all the good behind. 
Young people have no values at all. One of our Student Center attendees told me that he chatted with a 
Christian girl from the U.S. and was surprised to find out that she is in her twenties and never had relationships 
with men. I told him that it is a norm for Christians and that premarital sex is a sin. We had a good talk on this 
topic, and finally he said: “I never would have thought so about Americans.” Unfortunately for most people 
here, Hollywood equals America. And young people try to imitate this lifestyle. 
 
So we had a group of about 25 people; many of them came for the first time. As usual, we had a lot of fun, 
playing different games and having good meals, but the main focus was on the message about true love and 
responsibility in relationships. Many students heard things that had never been taught to them, like purity and 
the importance of having relationships in family. I saw a lot of interest in them. I remember earlier this thing 
scared people the most in Biblical Christianity. Now it seems so attractive, because young people are tired of all 
the perversion in this world, and they really want something true and pure. At least this is my impression from 
our personal talks with some of those people who came. 



 
Several people joined English class this month as well. It is still a good and useful instrument for bringing 
people to Christ, but we have a lack of native speakers, so maybe if God allows some of our dear friends to 
come to visit us, we can do some great projects, leading souls to Christ here. 
I met a guy from one of the local churches here, and he has a heart for orphans. His vision is to work with 
teenage boys, leading them to Christ and helping in adaptation to the real world. He shared his ideas with me 
and I’m praying about this. Maybe we will do this ministry together. I think that this is one of the best ways to 
share God’s love in action – showing care for orphans and widows. 
 
Spring is coming. We have many plans, ideas and dreams about sports, camps, outside activities and other 
things that would attract young people and where we’ll be able to share Gospel with them. Please pray for all 
that. 
 
Thank you for your prayers and material support. We always remember all of you in our prayers and hope to 
see you here again, working together for His glory. 
 
March  
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Lord gave us a really early spring this year. March was warm, except that in the last few days of it here we had 
snow, which melted in one day. The only problem in the spring here is flu. My wife and son were sick for a 
little more than a week, as well as many people here in Chernihiv and our friends from Desna and Goncharovsk. 
But again, the Lord was kind and they recovered pretty rapidly. Somehow I was not affected by the virus, so I 
was able to lead all our weekly meetings. 
 
This month I had many visits, and we made plans for future events with different people. Maksim is a real 
blessing for me. He is very active and full of good ideas. He has experience in organizational work, and he 
kindly shares it with me. We planned Easter meetings. One will be here in Chernihiv on April 9th (our Easter is 
April 12). We are going to conduct an interview in the city, asking people what they think about Easter and why 
do we celebrate it, and after this interview invite them to come Tuesday night to the Christian Students Center 
to hear about the real cause we celebrate this day. The other event we want to do for children in Desna. Please 
pray for both of them. Also we want to hold a sport competition, inviting many students to come and play 
different sports, cook sausages for them and share the gospel. Please pray for this coming event as well. 
 
At our Tuesday Bible studies, for all of March I was teaching on different celebrations we have here. Here is the 
reason I did it: the Orthodox Church has made many holidays which somehow relate to Easter. All of them are 
taken from the Bible, but historically were mixed with pagan traditions and now nobody knows why we 
celebrate them. For example, we have a holiday called “Verbna Nedilya” (Willow Sunday), which is in 
remembrance of Christ’s glorious entering Jerusalem on a donkey, when people cut the branches from trees and 
put their garments on the road. On this day people take willow branches and go to church in order to spread 
them; it is also a tradition to beat each other with those branches. But when I asked people at our Bible Study 
“Why do we do that?” nobody had an answer. So we opened the Bible together and read this story. We also 
compared Old Testament prophesy with New Testament fulfillment. This we did with other holidays as well. 
This is a good hint for Bible teachers in this part of the world, and maybe in yours as well. 
 
As I mentioned in my previous letter, three people are willing to be baptized. They are: Maksim, Tanya and 
Dima. If God allows, I hope we will do it this summer, but in advance I asked them to join Church Membership 
Bible class. They all were already attending our Bible classes and church services more than a year, and they all 
confess their faith in the Lord, but I think that anyway it would be good for them to study some basics about 
baptism and church membership. The only problem for now is Dima’s mother, who is very angry with Dima 
about his faith. She wants him to be Orthodox and she thinks that Baptists are scammers who deceive people 
and are looking for their money. Partially it is because Protestants here are mostly associated with the 
Charismatic movement, and many of them are real scammers. But he is praying, and we ask you to join us in 



prayer for him. He already suffered a lot from his relatives, and even once was prohibited from attending 
church, but praise the Lord he is still with us. He is a very talented musician, and I believe he will be a future 
worship leader in our church.  
 
This month I had another interesting meeting. I got a call from Sergey, a student of a Bible college in Kiev. He 
has an interesting story. He became a Christian by himself without attending any church. He watched TV 
preachers and trusted in the Lord. Then he started to look for a church and finally made it to a Pentecostal local 
church. He was their Bible study group leader and somehow he felt that this teaching is not biblical. He started 
to read books written by reformed authors and finally he concluded that it would be better to call himself 
Baptist, not Pentecostal. Through the Internet he found Bible College in Kiev, and this was a school that both I 
and my wife attended in the past. The college director called me and asked me to talk to this guy. We made an 
appointment, and I found him to be a very good Christian, truly looking for truth. We became friends. And now 
he is a student of this college. He called me recently and asked if we could meet. I met him at our office and we 
had a good talk. He said that he can’t attend his old church anymore, and he wants to join our team and serve 
the Lord with us. It is such a blessing. I hope together we can do much more for the Lord. Please pray for this 
guy as well. 
 
These were the main blessings and events we had in March. Thank you for all your good work for Christ’s 
glory. We appreciate your prayers and material support. Without your help, we could hardly do this task of 
spreading His truth in this city. 
 
We love you and pray for you always,  
 
Yours in Christ, 
Lyosha, Alusia and Kirill Savchuk 
 
 
 


