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October  
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
Time goes very fast. It seems like only yesterday it was summer, and now it is almost winter. Writing to you is 
a good opportunity to stop for a while and take a look at everything that has been going on for the past month, 
which quickly passed by.  
 
God blessed Ukraine with a very calm and dry fall. It gave us a lot of time to do some outside work in the 
office. During past few years, rain and snow ruined many tiles on our steps, and it was uncomfortable to get into 
the office. I asked several people to help, and they all gladly agreed, but as happened in the parable that Jesus 
spoke about two brothers, no one really came to help. Which disappointed me a little bit, but finally I got a call 
from one of my friends, Bogdan, who is a member of Bible Church in Chernihiv. He said that he’d love to help.  
 
Bogdan has done a tremendous job these past few weeks. He remade all the ruined tiles and replaced all those 
which had been destroyed. Now we have a beautiful stairwell. And in order to protect the steps from rain and 
snow, we built wooden walls on both sides. Now our entrance is warm and protected from the bad weather. This 
is also good for heating. Most of the cold comes from the entrance. While we were working together (better to 
say that Bogdan was working and I was just assisting him a little), he told me a lot about himself and his family. 
Bible Church is the one that Vitek and Vika were attending before we decided to hold our own Sunday services. 
Missionaries also planted that church, but now they have a lot of difficulties, and the members of the church are 
looking for spiritual help. 
 
I wrote you last month, that we have prayer meetings on Tuesday mornings. Some guys from that church attend 
as well. It is an interesting time, when we can get together and meditate on God’s Word. Students have to be at 
their colleges by eight, so we do our prayer meetings at six thirty, which is really hard for some people to do. 
But those who wake up and come see a lot of blessings in their lives. 
 
At the beginning of fall I had a real fear of the cold, because our apartment is generally not warm enough, and I 
heard in the news that because of the problems with Russia they will limit the heating temperature, decreasing it 
a couple degrees. We were praying to God for this situation. We didn’t want to move, because the location and 
price was really good. It was a time of difficult decisions, but finally the Lord started to answer us. First of all 
they turned on the heat, and we found it just as good as it used to be and our house owner called us and 
proposed to install additional windows on the balcony, which would make our coldest room much warmer. In 
all that we see God’s provision for His children and it seems we are ready for winter. But still we ask you to 
pray for the difficult military situation on the East of our country. Threats of war are real, and we hear them 
every day. Chernihiv is really close to the Russian border and if they start a full attack, this city will be one of 
the first to meet an enemy. 
 
In spite of that, we continue our weekly meetings. People are added to our English club and to our Bible study. I 
do not mean that the number of people is increasing (which also happens sometimes), because when new people 
come, some others quit coming. But this is how it works. We share the Gospel with everybody who attends any 



of our meetings. People hear it and if they are interested, they stay; if not, we cannot do anything to make them 
stay. But Praise the Lord there are always some people who are interested in the Bible and who stay with us. 
Thank you for your prayers and support. Please pray with us for all those students, who have heard the Gospel 
through our ministry. We believe that God will remind them of what they heard and saw here and would help 
them to make a right decision in their life. This country, Ukraine, just as every other country in the world needs 
to turn back to God, because we see and feel the consequences of apostasy of resent years. I personally believe, 
that all those revolutions and wars, which go on all over the world, is God’s warning to all of us. We hope and 
believe that there will be still a revival and millions of souls are still to be saved. 
 
We love you and pray for you. 
 
November  
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
The Lord was very kind to us, and in spite of all the rumors and bad news on TV, we had a great peaceful 
month here in Chernihiv. In the Eastern part of our country, where the armed conflict is actually going on, there 
are many coalmines. Now most of this territory is occupied, and a lot of coal is being stolen. That’s why we 
lack electricity all over the country. The government decided to solve the problem of the shortage by turning off 
the electricity in some parts of big cities. So many people in Ukraine are now left without light for a couple 
hours every day. Almost all students who attend our center have shared stories about the electricity at their 
homes suddenly cutting out. But somehow neither our office nor our apartment has ever been turned off. Also, 
we heard that this winter should be much cooler, again because of a lack of fuel  (natural gas) at the heating 
stations. We have already had strong frosts (about 5 degrees Fahrenheit), but praise the Lord it has been warm 
enough at our home and at the office as well. So, the Lord is very kind to us in spite of the difficult situation in 
our country. Thank you for your prayers. Please keep interceding for us in your prayers. 
 
Again and again, I see that the best advertisement is a personal invitation. Those students who attend our 
English class are always inviting their friends to come and see what we are doing, and some of those guests stay 
and even join our Bible study group. As an example, at the beginning of last month our student Tanya invited 
her friend Oksana to come and join English class. She liked it very much, and she said that she wants to see our 
other activities. Now she attends almost all our meetings, and we are praying for her, so she would join our 
church as well. She is a lawyer, and it is always good to have such people as your friends. Please pray for her 
and for another girl, whose name is Marina; she was invited by her brother and she also joined the rest of our 
activities and she really likes everything we do. 
  
There is another guy I want to ask you to pray for; his name is Jarek. Maksim invited him to church, and he 
liked it very much. Maksim told me that in their room at the dormitory he is praying and reading the Bible 
often.  It is a big blessing for me to know that Maksim is sharing the gospel at his dormitory, especially with his 
roommates who attend our Bible study and other meetings. This guy Jarek is from an orphanage, and he is 
really open for communication and fellowship. Please pray for him. 

 
In Chernihiv I have several friends from other churches. 
Sometimes we cooperate together. For example Julia is from the 
Baptist Union church; she helps me with English club. She is an 
English teacher, and we studied at the university together, so I 
invited her to help me in this ministry. Her husband Sasha is 
really interested in solid Bible teaching, and he joined and liked 
our Bible Study groups. He is a minister at his church (a deacon). 
I thought that it may be a good idea to go through a course of 
hermeneutics with him and several other men. He really liked the 
idea. I took several books on this topic and now every week we 
hold a class on hermeneutics. I hope it would help brothers to 



understand God’s Word more deeply, and it also would help us to grow new leaders, since I invite our students 
to participate as well. Please pray for it. 
 
Traditionally we hold a pizza party for students in November. Unfortunately, many students who regularly 
attend our meetings were not able to come. I thought it was sad, 
but to my great surprise we got a lot of new people who had 
never attended any of our activities. They asked a lot of 
questions, and after I presented our center’s activities they 
applied for English and guitar classes, and also decided to attend 
Bible Study and discussion club. We had a really good time 
getting to know each other, playing games, and competitions, 
eating pizza and asking questions. There were twenty students at 
this event, and more than a half of them were new people. Please 
pray for them. We hope and pray and believe that all those 
activities will serve as a bridge between this world and the 
church, and our greatest desire is to see those young people crossing this bridge, trusting the gospel and being 
eternally secure through what our Lord Jesus Christ did at the Cross. 
 
It was a really dry autumn here. Usually it is raining almost every day, but most of this fall we saw the sunny 
and relevantly warm weather. Only a couple days ago we had snow. So winter finally came. Now we are 
preparing for Christmas season and last Sunday I gave the first sermon on the topic of Christ’s birth. Please pray 
for us, for our country and especially for those heroes, who are now on the battlefield without good supply, 
protecting our land in frost and snow. Pray for our city; it is close to the border with Russia and war can take 
place any second. Pray for our family, so that we can use this peaceful time to share the gospel and help people 
to make the best choice in their lives. 
 
Thank you for everything you do for us. We love you and pray for you.  
 
December 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
We hope that this was a great Christmas season both for you and us. This might sound strange for you, but our 
holiday season starts at December 25th and ends January 14th. Our friends from another Baptist Church in the 
city invited me to be a host at their youth Christmas celebration. In my previous letters I wrote you about one 
guy, who is a young journalist, and who became a Christian under our ministry. I asked him to do me a favor 
and do a short interview with ordinary people of our town in which he should ask them three simple questions:  
 
1. Which holiday is more important for you, New Year or Christmas?  
2. Which Christmas traditions do you know?  
3. Why do we celebrate Christmas?  
 
Those who were interviewed were also invited to visit this Christmas celebration. 
 
Being a host, I prepared a topic on why we celebrate Christmas, and the theme of the event was “Santa is not 
important.” During this preparation I discovered that in the year 1918 communists changed the calendar and 
shifted 14 days. So in 1918 in the USSR people went to bed on January 31st and woke up on February 14th. 
The Russian Orthodox Church did not agree with this “ungodly” calendar reform, and they decided to keep 
holidays according to their old calendar. That’s why we have our Christmas on January 7th instead of December 
25th. And what is more interesting is that truly Orthodox believers cannot celebrate New Year on January 1st, 
because this is the time of their Great Fast, which means they are not allowed to eat festival food or drink. This 
is why we have a unique holiday, which we call Old New Year, which is celebrated on January 14th. So now 
you see how many holidays we have.  



 
In my sermon I also shared that, anyway it is all fake, since we have no idea of exactly when Jesus was born, 
and if we count days from the day of His birth it would be more logical to celebrate New Year on the day of His 
birthday. But of course the date is not really as important; the important thing is that, two thousand years ago 
our God became man in order to save us from our sins. This is the true reason for us to celebrate. And several 
people gave correct answers during the interview. But what is sad in this part of the world is that for many years 
Christmas was not celebrated at all. For most of the population in our city, the holiday is all about New Year, so 
there is not so much space for witnessing about Christ.  
 
Anyway, we arranged a New Year evangelistic event at our office and gladly saw many new people come. 
Preaching about Christ, I used facts that this New Year is counted from His birth and that He is the most 
important person in all human history. And what did He say about Himself? He said that He is God and Savior. 
So we cannot simply claim that Jesus is a great person; we either have to admit that all He said is true, or we 
have to reject Him totally. I hope that made them think. Because lots of people seem to be all right with the idea 
that Jesus was a true historical person and that He was really great, but not God, and not Savior.  
I wrote you earlier that we have started a course on hermeneutics with several men who, I hope, could be good 
Bible teachers and leaders in future. Although I lead this group, it is also very important for me, because the 
best way to really learn something is to try to teach it. So I am trying to teach them what I heard from Dr. Sam 
Harbin at Kiev Theological Seminary, what I read from books, and learned from other teachers. This refreshes 
my mind very well, and more and more I understand the highest importance of clear teaching of the Word of 
God. The real blessing for me is when those guys call me and ask about the time for our next class (since we do 
not have fixed times for that). 
  
Our Church grows slowly, but praise the Lord, God always sends us faithful people. At our recent Bible Study 
group I was sitting at the table looking at those students reading their Bibles, and I noticed that four of them 
have been with us from the very beginning of our ministry here. And the rest have not left us since the day they 
came for the first time. Of course, there are still many people who are just visitors. They come for a little while 
and then leave. But I believe that God is working, and we try to make sure that any person who comes to any of 
our events hears the Gospel. 
 
Praise God also for a really warm winter. We were concerned by our news that our government doesn’t have 
enough natural gas and coal to heat our homes this winter. So we’ve been praying the whole of autumn for a 
calm and warm winter, and it seems that God has miraculously responded. 
  
Pray for our ministry. For God’s wisdom in sharing Gospel with unsaved people from Chernihiv. Thank you a 
lot for your prayers and support. May God bless you and reward you a hundredfold for everything you offer. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Lyosha, Alusia and Kirill Savchuk 
 


