
	  

	  

CHERNIHIV, UKRAINE 
3rd Quarter 2014 Report 

July 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
We want to share with you some of the joys and blessings we have seen in our ministry during hot July. As you 
probably know, most students don’t like to stay home during summer. They love to travel and go to camps and 
resorts. That’s why our meetings usually become much smaller, though not less effective. Information that is 
really hard to introduce to fifteen or twenty students is easier to explain for a group of five or six. 
  
More and more I notice their interest in the Bible and Church. Maksim, for example, is now not missing any 
meetings or Sunday services. He runs a students’ organization of 20 or so members. I personally heard how he’s 
trying to explain to them the importance of Bible principles in their lives. We are now working with him on new 
projects that we want to start at the beginning of the semester (September), and he told me that there are a lot of 
people who are interested in English club, Guitar class and our other activities. I really thank God for this guy. 
He is a journalist, and he is really personable. He is into fellowship and communication. Please pray for him, 
that God may strengthen his faith, for now I can’t imagine a better assistant and help in the work of spreading 
the gospel here. 
 
When we began this ministry, my personal vision was to focus only on unbelievers. We do have fellowship with 
other churches in our city, but I never thought about other Christians coming to join our church. But somehow 
God began to change my mind. In May I met a Pentecostal Christian. His name is Sergey. It is a long story how 
he found my contact information, but once he called me and I agreed to meet him in a café. He shared his 
testimony. He is from a non-Christian family, and he started to search for God when he was a teenager. Without 
any personal explanation, he read a gospel tract at the end of a New Testament, and he repented right there. 
Then he started looking for a church to attend and somehow he found a Pentecostal church. At first, he was glad 
to be there and study the Bible. He even became a leader of a small home Bible study group. But he never really 
understood speaking in tongues and other strange things in Pentecostal theology. He was faithfully studying the 
Word of God and longing for truth. He found a book by John Piper, after which he started reading other reform 
theologians like McArthur, etc. So he wanted to get to meet anybody who preaches eternal security and free 
grace, and after a while he found us. He really likes our Bible study groups. He loves the Word of God, and he 
invites his friends to us. None of them have a good Bible framework; that’s why they’re so happy to be with us, 
seeing a clear explanation of the text. I don’t know what God is going to do, but these people really want truth, 
and I’m glad to explain it to them. We have more questions and discussions in our Bible study group, which I 
think is good for our guys who would never even think about asking such things. 
 
The other visitor we had this month came from Vorkuta (Russia, Komi republic). He is a Baptist believer and he 
came to visit his relatives in our town. I was glad to see him; we had a really good time. It is interesting that my 
grandmother and grandfather got to know each other in Vorkuta. We spent some time discussing the political 
situation, and we agreed that Christians have to be above all conflicts and disagreements in the political world. I 
was really glad to talk to somebody from Russia, because in our country I see so much hatred toward those 
fellows, and I wanted to show another perspective and share the love of the Lord with that brother. 
 
Two guys decided to attend our Sunday services their names are Vlad and Yaroslav. Please pray for them. They 
believe in God but struggle with the Gospel a little bit. 
  



During summer holidays, Dima decided to stay in Chernigov. He is helping a lot with the music. And in August 
Vitaly Yurchenko asked me to help him with children’s camp, and I decided to bring some of our students to 
help me. Dima agreed. For him it is going to be the first real experience in ministry. He is worrying, but I’m 
sure it will be good practice for him. Please pray for this camp as well. 
 
Pray for our country. The war is still located only in the East, but I receive pictures by Internet that show a great 
concentration of Russian forces on the north border (which is 40 miles from our city). We want to serve the 
Lord here, but in case of war we will probably move to a safer city, so please pray that this would never happen. 
 
Thank you for your prayers and support. We love you in our Lord Christ Jesus.  
 
August 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ. 
This month God gave our family an opportunity to serve Him, not only locally, but also to assist other BIEM 
workers in different parts of our country. 
 
First place in our list was Chervona Sloboda. We’ve already been 
in several camps at this town, and this year Vitally Yurchenko 
invited me to come there again. At first I thought that it would be 
a good opportunity to take a couple of teenagers from Chernihiv 
with me, but as often happens their plans change very rapidly 
and a few days before the trip I got several calls and figured out 
that only Sasha Petrenko and I were left.  Actually it was not a 
bad team, because usually there are many local church members 
who help with a camp, but I felt that we needed at least one more 
man. We prayed for that trip together, and suddenly I got the idea 
to call Pastor Igor and invite him to go with us. He said that he 
needed some time to think about that but finally he agreed. 
 
Vitally Yurchenko was glad to see us, and he joked the whole week that this was one of the most spiritual 
camps because three pastors came to run it. The Grace Baptist Church in Chervona Sloboda was very 
hospitable. They have done a good job constructing the addition where we stayed, so we had a very convenient 
room to stay at. Pastor Igor took his dog with him, so there were actually four of us. 
 
The camp was a blessing for us, and we hope for the children and church members as well. For five days we 
performed a small play about the gap between man and eternal life, explaining the basics of sin and redemption 
plan. By the end of the week, at least judging on their answers, everybody in the room understood the gospel, 
and we invited the children to talk to their Sunday school teachers or Pastor Vitaly. In the evening we had some 
free time, so I used it to run with Pastor Igor’s dog, which was very attention getting to locals. I met several 
teenagers in town and invited them to come and talk. We spent time playing with them and sharing our 
testimonies.  
 
We had our own devotional time as well, studying the Word, praying and singing songs. So it was a good time 
for all three of us. 
 
In the middle of August I got a call from a man whom I never met before. He said that they have a camp for 
orphans near Chernihiv and they needed musicians to play some Christian songs for them. I called Dima, and he 
agreed to go with me. I was really glad that a guy who’d become a Christian through our ministry could now 
join me in trips like that and serve with his talents. It was a very well-organized camp. I learned many things 
from them, and next year I will try to utilize some of their ideas in our camp as well. We played Christian songs 
for the children and enjoyed a very good time with our Baptist friends there. 
 



Traditionally we help with children’s camp in Desna. It was our pleasure and honor to serve together with our 
friends. This is the second time we have invited Julia and Dima from Chernihiv to perform their Giant Soap 
Bubbles Show. They are a married couple that attended our English club, and they do performances like that 
one on a professional level, which is very attractive. We invited them both to Desna and Goncharovsk for the 
first day of a camp. In Goncharovsk, 150 people came to watch them, in Desna 80. After the performance we 

made an announcement and invited children to our camp. Since 
we had practiced all the plays, lessons and games in Chervona 
Sloboda, it was not a hard task for us to repeat the same in 
Desna. At the end of week we printed out pocket calendars 
with invitations to Sunday school. There were 1000 calendars, 
and I hope they will be a good help for Sunday school in 
Desna.  
 
We also spent a week at the Sea of Azov with our friends from 
Desna Church. It was the first time we took our son with us on 
such a long trip. Thank the Lord, he is old enough for it.  
 

We have a saying: “It is good to be away, but the best is being home.” Summer has ended, and my family is in 
Chernihiv again. In September we plan to resume all our weekly activities. We hope that God will add more 
souls to our Church this year. 
 
Thank you for your prayers and support. We love you and pray for you daily. 
 
September 
Our dear brothers and sisters in Christ. 
We are gladly writing you about those blessings and significant events which took place in our ministry here in 
Chernihiv this first month of fall. September is the first study month of autumn semester in most Ukrainian 
colleges and universities. Students are either coming back to school from their hometowns or going to a college 
for the first time. Every year it is a good opportunity to share the gospel and make new friends among those new 
people who occupy college campuses. 
 
Maksim, a guy from our church who runs a youth movement in Chernihiv (this is not a Christian organization, 
but rather a group of young people, who want to do something good for their community) applied for one of the 
colleges and went into it. Being a confident believer, he began to share his faith with his roommates and other 
students at that college. Some of his new friends told him that they are Christians, so now they get together in 
his room and read the Bible daily. It is a great blessing. Maksim is an influential guy and I ask you to pray for 
him, since he faces some difficulties and temptations as well. 
 
Two non-Christian guys from this college who have never attended a Bible-focused church were invited by 
Maksim to our home Bible study. One of them is Ruslan, he is a future photographer and designer. He really 
liked our group, and he said that he would like to attend all of our services. The very next week Maksim was not 
able to come, but Ruslan came and he brought his friend Bogdan. This guy is also studying to be a photographer 
(so if I ever need some good pictures, I know two men to call). He showed his interest as well, and we hope 
he’ll come back next week. Please pray for these two guys. 
 
One day Maksim called me and asked if I could come to their dormitory and give the students a speech about 
healthy life (which means that they’d better go for sports and activities rather than drinking alcohol and using 
drugs). I said: “Sure, I’d love to.” So we arranged a time, and I came to this dormitory. About twenty students 
came. The lady who is responsible for the dormitory introduced me and said that I have something very 
important to say. I was given an hour to talk. So I spoke about the importance of understanding the sense of life, 
and I said that there are three major decisions that would help them to find sense in life. Those three are: 
occupation, or career (which means they have to decide what they want to do their whole life), family (which 



includes premarital purity and consecration to your future spouse) and worldview (which means I have to 
answer the question of how everything has come into being). I was not allowed to share the gospel, but I hope 
that I spoke enough to motivate them to ask questions. The lady responsible for dormitory was really glad to 
hear my talk, and Maksim told me the students had never before paid so much attention to a speaker. They told 
me that they’d like to hear more, and they want to invite me once again. Please pray for those guys as well. I 
invited them to attend our Christian Students Center, and I hope they’ll come. 
 
There are also some Christians in the city who’d like to be involved in students ministry. They are students of 
several of the largest universities in town, and I met them through different events. Some of them simply came 
to our Bible study group. So we decided to pray about it. I really appreciate any help in this ministry here.  
 
We started our English club without making any advertisement at first. We just called all those people, who 
used to attend our club in the past two years. Within this club we have two groups one of them we call 
beginners (those who need to learn the basics) and intermediate (those who already have some knowledge). And 
in this beginners group we have four or five middle-aged people. We share the gospel with them, and they 
seemed to agree with it; yet it is hard for them to come for Sunday service. It is also a great blessing because we 
focus mostly on youth and our English club allows us to work with some elderly people as well. Please pray for 
those people from English club.  
 
God is merciful and kind. Our family is doing very well. Our son is growing and learning to pray with us and 
read the Bible with me and Alusia. Sometimes when we ask him to pray, he answers: “I know only how to pray 
for food.” Please pray for our family. Sometimes it is difficult to be away from our Christian friends, and we 
have to stay strong in the Lord. 
 
Thank you for your love, prayers and support. We love you and pray for you.  
 
Lyosha, Alusia, and Kirill Savchuk 
 


