
	  

	  

CHERNIHIV, UKRAINE 
2nt Quarter 2014 Report 

 

April  
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ! 

A beautiful spring came to our country, and we are preparing for different 
kinds of outdoor activities and camps. We are praying for it to be a great 
outreach. Many students were asking me about American groups, and they all 
were sad to hear that this time we are going to do camps without them. But 
everybody clearly understood why it happened. We still live under a threat of 
war, although many of us are keeping calm since nothing really bad is going 
on. In many cities of our country we see a patriotic revival. Ukrainian flags and 
national symbols are very popular. People hang flags on their windows and balconies, many people are trying to 
wear national clothing, and those who never used to speak the Ukrainian language are practicing doing so. 
Nobody wants war, and we want Ukraine to be united. Off course, some horrible things are happening too, 
especially in the eastern part of our country. But Chernihiv is relatively calm, except the shooting that we saw 
two weeks ago right in the middle of town. The police say it has nothing to do with the politics, that it’s just a 
conflict between gangs.  

In such an atmosphere Ukrainians have become more open to talking to each other and listening to each other. 
The Orthodox Church doesn’t seem trustworthy for many people anymore, because most Orthodox believers 
are submitted to Moscow and support pro-Russian ideas. In spite of many bad things we have seen the last 
couple of months, I see how God created a good atmosphere for spreading the Gospel here. It surprises me, 
when unbelievers ask me to pray for peace and for Ukraine. We hope and pray, that it would not be a patriotic 
revival only, but that it should be an incredible spiritual revival, especially in a city like Chernihiv, where 
people don’t really seem to be recovered from Soviet atheism. 

One guy from our student center, his name is Maks, got the idea to paint the 
subway in the national colors: yellow and blue. He had some money, and 
different people helped him as well. Several volunteers joined this project, and 
within a couple of weeks everybody in the city got to know him and supported 
his effort. Through this, he met many people and had opportunities to talk to 
them. In those talks he constantly was telling people about our center. He 
didn’t share the gospel, but he gave us a good name. Please pray for him, I 
believe God can use a guy like Maks as a very good evangelistic tool. 

Instead of a pizza party, this time we held something like a sushi party. It was 
actually Maks’s idea. I bought all the ingredients and found that if you do it 
all yourself it is much cheaper than ordering a pizza. Maks boiled rice and 
took it to the office, where we continued to prepare sushi. It was Sunday 
night, and many people came. Some came because they attend our meetings 
on Sunday nights. Some just came out of curiosity. Many students had never 
tried sushi, and I personally ate it for the second time in my life. Before the 
meal, we prayed for our country, for our soldiers and for government. All 



evening we had a good atmosphere of fellowship and openness. It was like a big family enjoying dinner in a 
restaurant. I’m glad that events like that draw us closer to each other. 

Sometimes I feel homesick for the Desna Church, and this month I learned how to solve this problem. I knew 
that most of the students would celebrate Easter at villages with their relatives. So I suggested to those who 
remain in the city that we make a little trip to Desna, participate in the morning service and then hold a picnic in 
the church yard. Five students agreed, and we drove to Desna. I called Pastor Igor and informed him that we 
were going to be there; he was glad to hear it and asked me to preach that Sunday. We had a good time together. 
I invited those students to my mother’s home, where we shared a meal. We also spent a good evening time with 
the Desna Church members. Two of those five were unbelievers, and it was interesting to see how they 
fellowshipped with Christians and how the Lord is knocking in their hearts. Please pray for those two guys; 
their names are Vlad and Sasha. 

This is how we spent April. Our weekly services took place as usual. Please pray for our city; now it is a really 
good time for sharing gospel. I hope to see lot of changes and salvation for many souls. 

We pray for you as well, and we thank you from all our hearts for your prayers and support. God bless you, 
friends. We hope to see you here, as soon as possible. 

May 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, we want to share with you some of those blessings and events that took 
place in May. 

Since many students prefer to spend summer time either travelling or going to their hometowns, we decided to 
stop English classes during summer time. In spite of that, we’ve got some new people, who joined English 
classes and our center as well. They are Jarek, Alina, and two Tanyas. It is funny, now we have three Tanyas at 
our center. Jaroslav says that he is an Orthodox believer, but he really likes us and sees that we are good people 
who are doing good works. He likes our center and everything we do. I shared the gospel with him, and it 
seemed to me that he understood it pretty well, although he still is not willing to attend our Sunday services. I 
see that this is a problem for many of our students: they are positive about everything we do, they participate in 
Bible Studies, and freely speaking about God, but it is still hard for them to come for Sunday service, because 
they view it as a foreign religion and try to stick to their traditional Orthodox Church, which actually means 
they do not go to church at all. 

One of the Tanyas is also open for gospel, she likes the center and wants to be present at any class or activity we 
do. She is a student in an Economical college and for the first time she came for a guitar class. Then she stayed 
for the rest of our activities, and now she is an active participant of everything we do. Another Tanya is a young 
girl, she is a high school student and she helped Maksim to paint our city subway in national colors. Maksim 
told her about our center and invited her to a guitar class, she stayed as well. I haven’t talked to her much, but I 
see that she’s from a difficult family. Her parents divorced and she changed schools several times, because of 
problems with her classmates.  

We are praying for our new people as well as for anybody who ever attended our center, and we ask you to pray 
for them as well. 

On May 16th our students made a surprise for me. This day is my birthday. They met together at the office, 
decorated it a little bit, then they baked a cake for me. It was shaped like a traditional Ukrainian dress. Julia, a 
girl who helps me to teach English, called me and said that the office is flooding again. Last year it was a real 
problem, somehow the plumbing was installed incorrectly, and we were flooding almost every week, but then 
they fixed it, and I forgot about this trouble. You can imagine how sad I felt to hear that, I took my bike and 
hurried up to the office. Only when I opened the door and saw a screaming crowd did I realize that it was a 
surprise and there was no flood. I was thankful to the Lord for my new family here in Chernihiv. Serving people 
requires love, and I really love those students whom God brought to us here. 



I want to mention another interesting thing. I got a call from one guy who told me that one of his friends from 
Kiev gave him my phone number and he wanted to talk. I met with him at one of our coffee shops. He told me 
his story; he became a Christian four years ago. He is from a non-Christian family but somehow began to read 
the Bible and trusted in the Lord after reading a gospel article at the end of his Bible. He started looking for a 
Church to attend and discovered that the Orthodox church is far from the truth. Finally he ended up with the 
Pentecostal Church. But he was really longing for truth and he found out that what Pentecost teach also 
somewhat contradicts the Bible. He read in the internet about Baptists beliefs and he found out that what we 
believe is exactly what he sees in the Bible. We spent a couple hours talking and sharing our experiences and 
beliefs. For me it was really encouraging to find someone who really appreciates truth. This guy is a leader of a 
home Bible study group. He is 20 years old, and his name is Sergey. He is not ready to quit the Pentecostals 
right now, but it’s getting harder and harder for him to be there. Please pray for him. He could be a real help in 
our ministry. 

We want to invite many students to our summer camp, which will be in the beginning of July. When I made the 
announcement about this camp, I heard good feedback but students change their minds very often so I don’t 
know how many people we can take with us to the camp. Pray for this camp, and for students’ plans, we hope to 
see all of them there, especially those who do not know the Lord yet. 

I want to spend a week or two in Desna at the beginning of June. It was a hard year and I need some rest and 
fellowship with my friends from the Desna Church. Thursdays and Sundays we’ll be working all summer; we 
stopped only English and Guitar classes. We want to recharge, make new plans and ideas and start the new 
school year winning students for Christ. 

Thank you a lot for your care and love. We always see that many people pray for this ministry. We hope to see 
all of you here sometime. 

June 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

We are glad to write you about some of the blessings God showed us this month. We were waiting for summer 
to slow down our activities a little to have chance to refresh our minds, to rest and pray for new vision 
concerning the oncoming study semester. As I mentioned earlier, we stopped the English and Guitar classes for 
summer, as well as themed events and movie club. So we do Monday Bible Studies, Thursday students’ 
meetings and of course Sunday services. This is actually part of our new vision to emphasize Sunday services, 
since earlier our goal was to get to know the city and the students, we were mostly interested in evangelism and 
attractive events. However, now we feel like it is time to reap the harvest. Praise the Lord, we were able to build 
some solid bridges with students and some influential people in town, so now we are praying to the Lord to use 
all of that in establishing a new church. 

By the way, it was our greatest privilege to use some of the fruits of our ministry in order to help our friends 
from Desna and Goncharovsk. At the beginning of June, Sasha Petrenko told me that he is going to have a 
Vacation Bible School, or as we call it a children’s camp, but he was concerned about our difficult situation in 
the East of our country. The problem is that most parents of Goncharovsk’s children are in the military; that 
means that many of them went to fight, both men and women. A large number of children stay with their 
grandparents in the countryside. So we didn’t know if it would be a proper use of time to hold a camp in such a 
situation. But we prayed and decided to do so. A week before camp was to start our family visited a concert 
where we met old friends, who attended our very first English clubs. I knew that they both perform on the stage, 
but this was the first time I’d seen them doing a soap bubbles show for children. I was so excited, and I thought: 
why don’t we use that performance in Goncharovsk camp? We discussed it with Pastor Igor and Sasha Petrenko 
and decided that it would be a great idea as a way to invite people to the camp. I called my friends and asked if 
they would like to help, and they kindly agreed.  



Several days before camp started, we made invitations and Sasha put them all over town. We expected around 
70 children to come. But at the beginning of the show we counted more than a hundred children and many 
parents and grandparents in our room. The show was very interesting. Our friends did all kinds of tricks with 
giant soap bubbles. We heard many thank you words and very good feedbacks about this program. And the best 
result, of course, was the large number of children attending our camp.  

I have to mention that the children always asked us about our American friends. We pray and hope that this 
horrible conflict will be stopped and our friends will be able to visit our friendly and peaceful country again. 

After this camp in Goncharovsk, we were invited to the tent camp on the River Desna. This time I was asked to 
prepare a program or an outline for that. God has blessed us with many interesting people in Chernihiv, and I 
thought it would be a good idea to use them in our camp. For instance, one of our friends is a Christian who 
owns his own paintball equipment. Another one has equipment for mountain climbing, and two of our students 
know how to make a fire show, so I called all of them and invited them to camp. 

This camp was attended by youth from Desna, Goncharovsk and Chernihiv. For two days there was a hard rain, 
and we thought it would ruin all our plans, but praise the Lord it was really an amazing time, and we all became 
good friends and had a great chance to share the gospel. The main theme of camp was ‘Investments in your 
future.’ We talked about decisions we make now that greatly influence our future. We divided people into three 
teams, and each team got a leader. Within the groups, every day they discussed topics like: How can I influence 
my future by making decisions to quit bad habits? Or being eager in studying and having a correct perspective 
on family life and premarital relationships. Discussions helped us to draw closer to each other and be more 
sincere in our answers. The last day, I was preaching about our investment in eternity, and how it is important to 
make a right decision here on Earth, while we have a time. We prayed together, and many teenagers shared their 
solid desire to continue attending our services in towns where we serve. This is a great chance, because kids 
from Desna and Goncharovsk go to Chernihiv for colleges after finishing high school. We hope this will also 
help our ministry to grow, because now these kids have friends from Chernihiv Christian Student Center, and 
they would feel more freedom to attend us. 

This was a great time to meditate on Scripture while far from city noise, watching the Lord’s great hand in His 
creation. We hope that not only our words but our actions and love and dedication to Christ were a great 
testimony for those lost kids, whom we hope will be our brothers and sisters soon.  

My wife and I were glad to spend June like that. We received a lot of encouragement from our friends, and we 
feel ready to continue our own ministry here. Please pray for all the children from vacation Bible school in 
Goncharovsk and from tent camp. They heard a lot, and now it is time for them to make their decisions. We 
pray for the Holy Spirit to guide them to Christ.  

Thank you a lot for your prayers and support. Please pray for our country. The war hasn’t hurt our region much, 
but we feel a lot of compassion for our people in the East and we always pray for our soldiers. 

Yours in Christ,  

Lyosha, Alusia and Kirill Savchuk 

	  

	  


