
	  

	  

CHERNIHIV, UKRAINE 
1st Quarter 2014 Report 

 
January 2014 
Our dear friends, beloved in Christ Jesus, all those who pray for the BIEM ministry in Ukraine and support us in 
this labor. 
 
We want to share some blessings that took place in our ministry here in Chernihiv last month. Usually January 
1st is the starting point of our Christmas holidays. New Year goes first, and then we celebrate Christmas on 
January 7th. Traditionally we meet the New Year at midnight in a circle of family or closest friends, then 
everybody decides what to do, because usually the celebration goes all night long. It is sad, but most teenagers 
decide to meet the New Year with their family but then go to a bar or a night club and it doesn’t bother most of 
their parents, because it is such a big celebration. For the second time in our ministry, in order to create an 
alternative for our students, we invited them to our home. Which is a little bit uncomfortable, but they have a 
chance to stay all night with a Christian family, without any alcohol or sad consequences. This time we got 
seven students. We began with the prayer for food and blessings on the New Year and then all night long we 
had fellowship, playing games, sharing stories etc. It was a fun time, and all who were at our home say that this 
version of New Year is the best. 
 
I had a plan for this holiday to visit the church in Desna, and I wanted to bring our students there. I offered my 
plan to the students, and they all agreed that it is a good idea. The only problem was we didn’t have enough 
money for transportation and food. I decided to do it anyway and prayed about it to the Lord. Suddenly pastor 
Igor called and said that BIEM gave us money for Christmas presents. I thought that was a wonderful answer. 
Instead of buying presents, we arranged a trip to Desna with picnic and indoor games. The Desna church is the 
best place for winter camp, because it is warm enough, big enough, and thanks to all our friends there is a lot of 
entertainment like ping pong and table soccer, etc. I expected 10 students, but instead 15 of them came. Pastor 
Igor asked me to preach that morning, and knowing that 15 new people would be there I prepared a gospel 
message. Many of them were glad to hear it and asked questions after the service. The rest of the day we had a 
picnic, played games and had a lot of good fellowship. Praise the Lord for this day. Please pray for all those 
people, who received the good seed of the gospel. Two of them were absolutely new people, who had never 
attended any of our meetings. 
 
The rest of the month was also fruitful. Praise the Lord, Dima came back to Church, and he already helps us 
with music and some other things. I had meetings with different people, who want to cooperate with our center. 
I explained to all of them that we are Christians and our main goal is sharing the gospel through all that we do. 
Some of them, like Sasha and Nastya  (I wrote you about them in my previous letter) say that they agree with 
our vision, and they continue to attend our services and ask questions about the gospel and the Bible. Of course 
they are not Christians yet, but they are really open. They run a table game club. It is a group of students, who 
prefer, instead of going to bars and night clubs, staying somewhere indoors and playing games like Uno cards 
and Phase 10 and many others. So we allow them to meet at our place on Saturdays. We bring our games as 
well and have a good time of fellowship and playing those games. It helps us to widen the circle of people we 
know in town, and we invite them to our meetings as well. Praise the Lord, many of them join the English club, 
discussion club, guitar class and the Bible study group. I feel how, step by step, those people stop being afraid 
of Baptist Christians and share our Biblical values without any fear. Please pray for these people as well. 



One of the students I met at this club was Maksim. Maksim is a journalist. He was studying in Israel and his 
vision is starting an Internet news channel in our city. He already has some success in it. I invited him to 
McDonalds (by the way, here it counts as a decent restaurant), and we had a good time of fellowship. I shared 
the gospel with him and explained our vision to share Christian Biblical values and spreading the gospel. He 
told me that he is an atheist now, but I see that he is in process of changing his mind. He was at our Sunday 
service and said that he really liked it. Please pray for him. People like Maksim can give us a very good 
reputation through media and make our ministry widely known in a city. It is my dream and prayer request. 
 
Thank you a lot for your prayers and support. We always feel your presence here, though you are thousands of 
miles away. We would love to see all of you here in Chernihiv. You are always an encouragement and blessing 
for us. May God bless you. 
 
February 2014 
Dear brothers and sisters,  
 
You have probably heard about the difficult situation in our country. Many people in Ukraine were tired of total 
corruption and usurpation of power in the hands of a group of criminals. That was one of the causes that began a 
revolution, mostly known as Euro-Maidan. The other cause was the changing of our political course, which was 
an Association with the European Union, toward a pro-Russian Union and supporting of Kremlin politics. The 
past three months, many people from all over Ukraine supported protests and peaceful demonstrations on the 
streets of our cities. The man who used to be our president commanded all policeman, special forces and army, 
to arrest and beat peaceful protesters, which echoed in an escalation of a conflict. We prayed about it a lot, and 
we know that you prayed for us as well. Unfortunately and sadly, the revolution ended on February 20th, when 
special forces shot at protesters and killed about 95 people. The ex-president fled from our country, and now he 
is in Russia. Parliament voted for his impeachment, and now we have a provisional government, which has 
already punished many corrupt officials and policemen. Please keep praying for Ukraine and for a better future 
for our people. 
 
As a Christian Center, we decided to stay away from politics, which, was very good idea. Because people have 
a right to support various positions and we do not want to mix it with the Gospel that we proclaim. Difficult 
situations usually draw people closer to each other, and even this hard time for Ukraine opened for us an 
opportunity to share Gospel.  
 
In the middle of February, we organized another themed event. It has become popular here in Ukraine to 
celebrate St. Valentine’s Day. As we do every month, we invited students to celebrate this day together. A new 
student helped our girls a lot in decorating our office and preparing tables for this event. Her name is Nastya, 
and she studies to be a designer. Nastya has trusted in the Lord, but she is still afraid to join our Church, 
because she thinks that it is a sin being an Orthodox to attend a Protestant Church. However, as I said, she 
believe in the Gospel and we constantly pray for her. It is actually a typical situation; we have many students 
who trust in the Lord, but they fear to be a part or our Church, which is a result of propaganda. But, they all are 
willing to attend our themed events, English classes and other meetings. 
 
This time, we had thirty people who attended this meeting. As we always do it, we played games, had a lot of 
fellowship, ate sweets, and I talked to the students about love and real values in relationships. We met many 
new friends, and shared ideas of how we can continue our relationships and do some projects together. One of 
ideas was to start a computer club, similar to one that once was opened in Desna and through it many people 
came to the Lord. We have students from the technological University who are open to teaching computer 
programming for free.  
 
Again, events like this help us to build new relationships, share Biblical values, and invite new people to our 
Christian center. We also gained new contacts through the English club.  
 



One of our newcomers is journalist Maksim. He runs a self-made Internet television, and does news for several 
publishers. He is highly interested in the Bible and our Church. He attends our Sunday services and Bible study 
group. I have personally shared the Gospel with him several times. He says that he agrees with what I said, but 
he needs some time. Please pray for him, he can help us with advertizing, and he already invites many of his 
friends to attend our center. 
 
People in Chernihiv are a little bit afraid due to different rumors, but generally it is peaceful here. We continue 
to do our weekly activities, emphasizing Bible Studies and Sunday services. Spring season is coming, and we 
will be doing preparations for summer camps and sport competitions. We look forward to seeing our friends 
here.  
 
Please keep praying for Ukraine. Pray for safety to our families and Churches. 
God bless you.  
 
Yours in Christ,  
Lyosha, Alusia and Kirill Savchuk 
 
March 2014 
Our dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
First of all we want to thank you for your prayers about our country, because in spite of all the alarming news 
we receive every day, this month was relevantly calm. I’ve never been a news follower, but these recent four 
months made me and my family news agency experts. Unfortunately there was not much good news. But 
anyway we are continuing our ministry here, though sometimes people are afraid even to leave their homes in 
evenings. Hard times have brought a lot of worrying, but it gave us a lot of good things as well. For instance, 
many people – even strict atheists – joined prayer groups throughout the country. I’ve heard a saying that 
people are atheists until their first flight incident, so it’s getting true here. In fear of an enemy and expected war, 
we all became closer, and what is more important, we all became closer to God. 
 
In our ministry, we have reached the point where we can make some conclusions and a summary. Starting in 
September of last year and till this day many people have visited our Christian Student Center. I never counted 
for sure, but I think we had more than hundred students. Some were with us just once, and others stayed for 
longer periods. Whether they participated in English club or guitar class or something else we do, our team tried 
to make sure they heard and understood the Gospel, which is the main goal for us. So with everyone who 
attends here, we try to get them to a critical point where the person can choose whether he or she wants to be 
with the Lord or whether it’d be better to postpone this decision. I’m glad that some people received the Gospel 
and joined our Bible study and started to attend church, but on the other hand it is always a grief when you see 
how people make choices to stay in this world. We never can make this decision for them, so we just pray and 
keep witnessing to them. Please pray for them as well. At any rate, what I’m sure of is that we planted a seed 
and we never know when it will grow up. I wrote you several times about Dima and his situation. He is really a 
believer, but his family forbids him to attend our church. We prayed for months, and now he is with us again, 
and not only him but his other friends as well. And some others are coming back from time to time. We see how 
God leads them all, but they still somehow resist His offer. 
 
Our weekly schedule has not changed. Every Monday we have Bible Study at our home, on Tuesdays we hold 
an English class, on Wednesdays we play table games, on Thursdays we lead a discussion class (It is almost the 
same as Bible study, but we oriented toward newcomers), on Sundays we have a church service in the morning, 
and we have guitar class in the evening, and we watch and discuss movies after guitar class as well. Nothing has 
changed really, except we didn’t hold any themed events for students this month. Because of the difficult 
situation in the country, we thought it would be improper to do anything fun. But life goes on. Thanks be to God 
that it seems negotiations are working and threat of war seems to get smaller and smaller. At least we pray 
about it. 



One girl from our center, her name is Marina, became a real hero here. At the beginning of the revolution she 
joined the camp in Kiev and stayed there for several months. She fed patriots and assisted those who were 
injured. Our friend Max, who recently became a Christian, is a journalist (I wrote about him in my previous 
letter) did an interview with her. So if you want to know anything about the Ukrainian revolution, ask Marina. 
Another thing took place this month, I think it is significant: our medical system is in such a bad condition that 
if people have serious diseases they need to find money themselves. Our social networks are full of articles with 
requests and databanks of people who need help. Sometimes people just go from home to home to ask for 
money. This has happened to us several times. So once somebody knocked at our door, and a man explained 
that his son is in danger because of some brain sickness. We decided to offer him money, and my wife 
witnessed to him and promised that we’ll be praying for them. He started weeping and confessed that he was a 
Christian and had attended a Pentecostal church, but that he committed some serious sin and left them. We 
invited him to our home and he told us about his life. He was in prison for 12 years and after he’d been released 
he heard the Gospel and become a Christian. We talked for about an hour. We invited him to our church and 
tried to comfort him in this difficult situation he is in. Please pray for him and his family. Their names are 
Sergey and Svetlana. They have two children Nikita and Ilya. Ilya is sick; he is only seven month old.  
 
If nothing changes, we are going to have some open-air outreach this month, and will be preparing for summer 
camps. It is a grief to us that our American friends will not be with us, but we totally understand you. We 
ourselves are sometimes afraid of being here and hearing all this terrible news. So anyway, if God allows, we 
will do camps and sports activities this Spring and Summer. Pray for that. 
 
Thank you for your prayers and support.  
 
The Savchuks 
 
P.S. Among all the countries in the world, we Ukrainians feel the most help, concern and support from the 
USA.  Thank you friends; we will be praying for your country and government, and pray for ours as well. 
 


