
	  
	  

CHERNIHIV, UKRAINE 
4th Quarter 2013 Report 

October  
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
I’m gladly sharing with you those blessings that God revealed to us this month. We feel a resistance in this city, 
especially from Russian Orthodox Church. Recently they put up a billboard on one of the main streets that says: 
“Warning! Cults!” This is followed by a verse from the Bible about false prophets. Of course, they didn’t clarify 
what they are referring to, but unfortunately people who live here understand it to mean false prophets are any 
Protestant movement. For them, there is no difference between Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
Charismatics and Baptists. We are all alike in their eyes. This was the first problem I faced at the beginning of 
the month.  

We started a new English Class, and at the first meeting we’ve seen only those people who attended last year, 
which is still good, but we hold this class in order to make friends with 
new people and have opportunities to invite them, either to church or to a 
Bible study group. So I decided to print 1000 invitation cards and hand 
them out on the streets near the largest universities in the city. It took me 
a week or so to give them all out. I personally gave out 700 cards, and 
the rest we gave to our students and other individuals. Vitek also gave 
some of them to his friends. Usually, when you distribute this number of 
invitations you expect at least 10 people to call back, but I received only 
five calls and just two new people came. My friends from high school 
who attend our Bible Study told me that when people see the name of 
our organization includes the word “Christian,” for them it automatically 

sounds like a cult. It was so disappointing, but anyway praise the Lord new people came, and we had a chance 
to share the Gospel with them and they still want to come, which is a good sign.  

The next thing we did in order to invite new people and make our 
Student Center known was to hold an opening event, which we called 
“One Way.” Generally it is something like a students’ pizza party. We 
created a web page in our Social Network (it is something like 
Facebook, we call it VK.com) then printed out some posters and gave 
them to our friends on campuses. We all prayed for new people to come. 
The little response after handing out invitations for English class scared 
us a little bit, but anyway we arranged everything for around 25 people 
to come.  

And God heard our prayers. That Saturday night 32 people came to our opening. About 25 of them were new 
people who never attended our center. It was such a blessing and encouragement not only for me and Alusia, 
but as well for all our team, who did their best to make this event friendly, open, and served as to the Lord. In 
the program we played some games, held competitions for prizes, ate pizza, and in the middle of it I made a 
presentation about our Students Center and what we do weekly. In the end everybody was given a form to fill 
out with their contact information and some questions about what kind of activity they want to participate in.  



I received a lot of good feedback, and many students were interested to stay in touch with us. The very next 
Tuesday we had an English class, and I knew that some Americans had come to Ukraine, so I called Eugene and 
he told me that Pastor Larry DeBruyn would come. I asked Pastor Larry to talk on the economic situation in the 
U.S., which is a very interesting topic to our people, because it always tops the news. And I mentioned that 
there will be many new people so be careful about what you say, because here the word “Baptists” 
automatically means that we are a cult. But experience shows that after those people become our friends and see 
that we are good people, you can freely tell them about your faith and they make their choice.  

So this night Pastor Larry spoke on economic situation, but fortunately people started asking him personal 
questions. And one student asked him: “What is the most important thing in your life?” Pastor Larry looked at 
me, asking my opinion, and I said, “Go ahead, this is a great opportunity,” so he shared the Gospel with him and 
shared his personal testimony as well. This guy was willing to come for our Bible Study on Thursday, and he 
did and brought six new students with him. Praise the Lord. Of course there is no guarantee that they’ll be 
Christians or attend our church, but we were fighting against this wall of rejection, and I felt like the Lord gave 
us maybe a small but important victory.  

So now we continue to contact those people since we have their phone numbers and e-mails. We will let you 
know all the news that’s going on. Please join us in prayer for those students and their families and for our city, 
we believe that God will build here a new church and I feel a great privilege to be a part of it. 

We have some needs. The Lord opened Pastor DeBruyn’s heart and he offered money for us to buy a new 
keyboard for our Sunday worship services, and we need some sound equipment like speakers and mixer, we 
will use them not only for music but for preaching as well and also for our book club that we started recently 
where we also watch movies on the books we read.  

 

November  
Dear Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

This month was fruitful for us in the sense that we had lot more people than previously. Our English Club grew 
to 15 people and now we have two groups, those who study it on the beginners’ level and those who do it a little 
deeper. Some people come once or twice and then disappear but many of them stay. Sometimes we had 20 
people and more and if you remember our building it is not big enough and we have only 20 chairs so there 
were times when we had no room for students. It is not too often so for now it is nothing to worry about, but 
anyway we have to buy couple more chairs. Through English class we can do several things: first of all we 
serve our society giving them free lessons, and they are of a good quality. Second we have a chance to share the 
Gospel by bringing up topics about Christianity and inviting foreigners who are Christians. Thirdly it is a good 
opportunity to invite people to church and what is most important show the real face of Bible believers. Again 
and again we invite you to pray for this ministry and if you have a chance, please come and teach our students 
English, sharing your faith with them. 

Praise the Lord, last month we had Pastor DeBruyn, who offered us a sum of money to buy a keyboard piano 
for our Sunday services, which we did. Now Tanya, a girl who became a Christian through our ministry and 
who studies at musical college, plays for us every Sunday. We can sing Christian songs together using not only 
a guitar but this beautiful instrument as well. If you remember, I wrote you sometime in the past about Igor, a 
previously drug addicted guy who came to our church. He disappeared for 5 or 6 month and I didn’t have any 
contact since he had no phone at all. I was so surprised to see him on Sunday morning in the beginning of 
November. He apologized for his absence, and now he attends every Sunday service and Thursday Bible study. 
I don’t know what’s going on in his heart but I ask you to pray for him. 

I mentioned to you a fellow who was at our English class when Pastor DeBruyn came and shared the Gospel 
with students. The guy’s name is Sasha. He decided to join our Thursday Bible Study, and not only that but he 
also decided to invite his friends. Now every Thursday we have 12 people and more. Half of them if not more 



are new people who have never been to any Biblical church before. Off course I am trying to speak with them 
about some general things like different worldviews and creation or evolution things, but I see a great interest so 
hopefully maybe not all of them but at least some will give their hearts to Lord. Please pray for that as well. 
What I love about Chernihiv is that because it is a relatively small city (300 000 people) everybody somehow 
knows each other. So I see how our group becomes more and more friendly and students feel themselves at 
home here. The other thing is that they are getting to know us better, and they see a difference, which is very 
good, so they invite their friends and give our church and Students Center a good reputation. 

At the end of the month we held another themed event that we called Thanksgiving. Of course we do not 
celebrate Thanksgiving here, since it is U.S. and Canadian only holiday, but our room was decorated in that 
style. We played games and watched some pictures and videos and talked about how it is important to be 
thankful to God, parents, government, etc. At the end of the event our girls prepared a very tasty table and we 
finished the rest of evening in fellowship and eating all that food. Several new people came, but the rest were 
mostly those whom we know, so again the atmosphere was very friendly and open.  

I like the changes that God allowed last month. Now we have an opportunity to share the Gospel with many 
more people, and they are not afraid of us. It is very good, and I think this is the way we should continue our 
ministry here, inviting new people, being friends and sharing our faith, making good reputation for Church.  

Please pray for us. Sometimes when many people come, I feel a real need for more believers who can help me 
influence these young men and young women.  

God bless you all, thank you for your help and support. 

 

December  
Dear friends, 
 
First of all, from the bottom of our hearts we want to greet you with all winter holidays. They are probably 
almost over in your country now, but have just started here, so we wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year. This year was fruitful for our ministry, and an especially lot of things happened in December. 

I’ve already written to you about a little shift in our evangelistic strategy that we use here. Earlier we tried to 
share the Gospel immediately, as soon as we got to know a person. But now we have decided to give people a 
little time to get used to us and to what we do. Generally, we played games, talked on many topics that could be 
interesting for students, with some references to the Bible. The goal was to make friends first and then to share 
our faith and praise God it worked out. Now we have eight more people at our Bible class, to whom we can 
freely witness, and they have no fear at all. And not only that, but they also constantly invite new people to 
come in. Sometimes we even feel that our office is too small to fit them all. But anyway we praise God for this 
place. It is comfortable, warm and looks very good. So thank you, everyone who made it possible. 

So now they all know the Gospel, and we ask you to pray for them, especially for: Ura, Sasha, Kostya, Jenya, 
Nastya, Sasha and Nastya, another Sasha and Maksim. Those people we have fellowship with more than the 
rest. Of course, there are always a few, who attend just one meeting and then are gone, but at least it seems that 
they have a good impression about us. Sometimes they leave nice feedback on social networks. 

I believe that Ura, one of the new guys, is really close to the Lord. He believes in God, he trusts the Bible and 
understands the Gospel. The only thing that keeps him [from repenting] is some philosophical books that he 
reads, but I pray for him, and believe God will help him to get rid of those ideas. Please pray for him. 

In order to meet new people we add two more things: every Sunday night we have what we call a “Literature 
class,” where we have a presentation on a book, and if somebody made a movie about it, we watch it together 



and have a small discussion. We try to find books and movies with a deep sense and moral rules. This is also a 
good platform to make friends and share our faith in a neutral atmosphere. 

The other blessing for us was Sasha Lutnev. This guy has his own table games club. This is for students, who 
love to play many, many table games like Uno, Phase 10 and many others. They have about fifteen people total. 
Sasha called me and asked if he could attend our guitar class. I said yes, of course. So he came, and took couple 
lessons, and stayed for Bible class, which he really liked. We began to fellowship more, and he invited me to 
attend his club. So I did, and it was really interesting. They have many logical games and games just for fun, but 
what was the most interesting for me was the question, How can I invite all those students to our center? So I 
prayed about it, and discussed this question with some of my friends, and finally I decided to invite Sasha and 
hold the table games club at our office. We also invited our guys, and it was a very big crowd of people. Sasha 
really likes what he does, and any game you play with him is very interesting, so at the end of it I invited all of 
the students to attend our themed event at the end of the month, and many of them came, praise the Lord. And 
Sasha with his girlfriend Nastya now attends our Sunday services. He is not a Christian yet, but he says that he 
likes the sermons and he believes what we believe. Please pray for this club; now we have a free access to it and 
can share our faith there. 

At the end of December we had our themed event where 
we celebrated upcoming Christmas and New Year. New 
Year is a big deal in our country, so we had to focus on it 
first. It is always a good time to think about the year that 
has passed and draw some conclusions. Many new 
people came to this event. Our girls became really a 
team, who decorated our office for those events. I can 
tell you, it looked very beautiful. I add some pictures for 
you to see it. Generally at this event we did different 
competitions, watched some short videos, and tried to 
fellowship as much as possible. This is how I personally 
made two friends, Sasha and Maksim, who are really 
interested in our English and guitar classes.  

So, this is all we do in order to spread the Gospel in this, 
I would say difficult, place. In the summer we lost some 
people, but God has added more now. My real dream is 
to see all these students in a new church here in 
Chernihiv. Please pray for it, and if you have 
opportunity, come; we always need your help. Thank 
you a lot for your material and spiritual support. We pray 
for all churches and individuals, who support BIEM 
ministries, and we always look forward to seeing our 
friends here. 

God bless you all.  

Yours in Christ, 
Lyosha, Alusia and Kirill Savchuk 


