
	  
	  

CHERNIHIV, UKRAINE 
3rd Quarter 2013 Report 

July  
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ. 
I am glad to share with you those things God did this month. I want to start with a situation that disappoints us a 
little. We trust the Lord that He will put everything into its place, but now it is complicated.  

Probably you know that in our country to be a Baptist means to take part in a cult. Young people are more open 
to conversation with Protestants than the older generation, who believe that the only church that exists is the 
Orthodox Church. Dima Grishchenko was one of the members of our team. He helped a lot with music and 
even led a Bible study once. I’m sure that he is a born again Christian. But recently his mother and some of his 
relatives discovered that we are not an Orthodox movement. That made Dima’s mother angry, and she 
prohibited him to attend our meetings and camps. His Orthodox godmother made him go to an Orthodox church 
and talk to a priest. It was at the time when we all were at camp, so I just received phone calls from him. I tried 
to encourage Dima, saying I’ll be praying for him. Definitely Dima does not agree, neither with his mother nor 
with the Orhtodox religious system. He knows the Bible enough to understand some of their great errors. I had a 
chance to talk to his godmother, and she told me that personally she doesn’t see a problem with our church but 
the priest told her that being a Baptist is a great sin and she is afraid Dima will commit it. I tried to argue but she 
didn’t want to listen, for her the priest’s words are higher than the Bible and definitely higher than mine. Dima 
seems to stay strong in his faith, but because he doesn’t want a family conflict he asked his relatives to give him 
time to choose which church he will attend. Now he isn’t with us, and we are praying for him. It is so strange 
that his mother would prefer him to be part of a rock band and participate in all concerts and parties rather than 
to be a Baptist believer. Please pray for him. This is not a unique situation; it happens all the time with those 
kids who seriously believe in Christ all over Ukraine. Six month ago approximately the same situation 
happened with another girl, who attended our ministry. 

But we have good news as well. Tanya is growing in her faith. It is less than a year since she became a 
Christian, and we see some great changes in her life. Recently her mother divorced her father, which is a big 
stress for her, but through this situation her mother now asks a lot of questions about her faith. We are all 
praying for her. Maybe she is on her way to Christ. 

 Dasha grows spiritually, especially after the camp she attended. This is her first Christian camp, and she often 
asks whether there will be another one in the future. 

Because of summer breaks, not many things are happening here. Many students have gone home or to other 
cities and countries to earn some money. We are taking time to rest a little and to prepare for the coming 
semester. I mentioned that we expect some new students from Goncharovsk who will come here to study. We 
are also praying for new people who can help us and be a part of our team. We are also praying for some 
equipment and advertising we need to spread the Gospel and to invite new people in our church. 

God is good; He gives us everything we need, and He blesses us a lot though BIEM mission and all the kind 
hearts who support this ministry. Thank you a lot, and may God bless you. 

August 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 



It is interesting that summer of 2013 was really cold here in Ukraine. It has almost been an autumn since the 
middle of July, although we have many good things to remember that happened this summer. Here in 
Chernihiv, most of our friends were doing their best to prepare for colleges. We had a good time giving them 
some spiritual and everyday-life advice. It was a great testimony for us, that those who were with us through 
last year made it into the colleges they wanted. The only thing that made me sad a little is Dima’s decision to go 
to college in Kiev. Of course, it is much better for him to study in the Capitol, but he was an important member 
of our newborn body of believers. Tanya entered a musical college, so now she is more and more a professional 
musician. The other Dima made it into Historical University here in Chernihiv. Marina is a future linguist now, 
so we have more translators in case of American friends coming. 

The end of August and beginning of September is a time when lots and lots of freshmen come to our city from 
all villages and towns around our area. It is a good time to make new acquaintances and new opportunities to 
share gospel. But before that, I went through a time of preparation in several camps we conducted together with 
our brothers from Goncharovsk and Desna. When I need help, they always come to me, but now was my turn. 

At first I went to Desna. It is not far from us, so I was able to come back for Thursday Bible Study and for 
Sunday service here in Chernihiv. Pastor Igor’s desire this time was to run a camp more by brothers. The reason 
is that ministries like Sunday School and Children Camps mostly rest on women’s shoulders, which results in 
less interest among males, so this time we decided to change things a little and try to include more male power 
in a camp.  

The other change was made in the way we invite children. Usually we went into a central square and handed out 
camp invitations, but this time pastor Igor invited the youth group from the Obolon Church, who did a puppet 
show for kids. Pastor also called me and asked to make several posters and flyers with information about that 
theater, which I gladly did. Moreover, in those flyers we mentioned that after the Puppet Theater there would be 
competitions of different kinds. Praise the Lord, on the first day of camp about 80 peoples came, and many 
parents were also involved and happy to see their children watching the performance and interacting in those 
competitions.  

I already mentioned it was a cold summer, especially at the end of August when we had a camp, but 
nevertheless we saw many children coming every day and participating in camp activities, including Bible 
stories and verses quoting. It was such a good start for the new study year at Sunday School, and now I see how 
more men also feel responsibility for this important ministry. 

The next camp was at a new village where BIEM is beginning a ministry. It is near Goncharovsk, where Sasha 
and Ira Petrenko are doing their missionary work. It is Smolin village. I was surprised that the principal of a 
public school allowed us to do a Christian Camp on the school grounds. Generally it is a poor village, and 
children do not see much entertainment at all, so we were really attractive for them. I had forgotten that kids 
could be so interested in playing games and making crafts. They were attentive listeners of Bible stories and 
participators of Questions and Answers. Everything was perfect until some Russian Orthodox parents heard that 
we are Baptists. They angrily phoned the principal, and she asked us to do Sunday school in another place. It 
was sad both for us and for the children, who really liked us. But we don’t give up, and everybody encouraged 
Sasha and Ira. We are praying for this ministry to continue. Our hearts were warmed by the confession of many 
kids from Smolin who said that they believe everything we taught them. 

After those camps, I came back to Chernihiv and shared everything with our group. They were happy to hear all 
the good news I brought.  

Thank you for your prayers and support for all this work here in Ukraine.  

September 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
I’m gladly sharing with you those things that God allowed to happen this September in our lives and ministry. 
The first month of student life is really hard for freshmen, and this is a specific group we want to work with.  



That’s why we decided to give a little time and then start our main activities. We want to continue our English 
class, and I’ve already received many calls from those who attended it last semester. We want to do guitar as 
well. And on the second week of October we plan to hold an event for freshmen. But not only that, this time 
some of our students shared their own ideas of what we can do together in order to attract new people. Some of 
these ideas will be postponed, but at least one I will surely put to an action is organization of a reading club. We 
will invite students who study literature or simply love it and read a book for a couple weeks and then discuss it 
and maybe even watch a movie on it. I see in it a door for evangelism because there are so many believers 
among famous writers.  

I’m glad to see how those boys and girls whom we work with now can share their ideas and help us a lot in our 
ministry. Our next step is printing invitations. They will be more like visiting cards for English class. This 
ministry is very helpful to make new friends and tell people about our Christian Student Center. Also, we are 
renewing our website. In a time of social networks, it is very important in order to stay in touch with all new 
people. My dream is to make a short video about our center, but we need to find a good camera. It would help a 
lot as well for advertising. It is highly important to show people in Chernihiv that Bible believers are not a part 
of cult. I wrote you about several situations in which we had to talk with some parents who were concerned that 
this is a new false movement. God is kind and in Dima’s situation he decided to stay with Christians even 
though his mother is strictly against us, but we lost a couple of other people because of that.  

This month I’ve also had a privilege to translate for a new teacher at the seminary. He was a young godly man 
and he taught 1st and 2nd Peter. It was a good time of refreshment and even some discussion. It was my 
pleasure to talk to another young minister who was a youth pastor for seven years. I was encouraged by the 
students who experience the same problems I faced in my ministry. It is always a comfort to talk to somebody 
you have a lot in common with.  

Our Bible study group is doing well. Now we have two of them again. Thursday night is more general where we 
discuss important questions of our life and see what the Scriptures says about them, and Friday night is on the 
book of Ephesians. I’m happy to see how this small group of believers is growing in the knowledge of our Lord. 

My family is doing well. We are preparing for a long and cold winter, but that doesn’t disappoint us, because 
winter season is always a good time to invite somebody to our house and share our faith more intimately. This 
is what our students like to do in their free time. They simply buy a pack of cookies and come to our home. We 
can have good fellowship or play some table games, which is much better for them than going to disco parties 
or bars, which is what most young people do.  

So, many things are on the way. Please pray for all those projects to be completed and to bear fruit as many 
born-again Christians among young people here in Chernihiv. Thank you for all your work for us. We 
appreciate all your help and support and are so thankful for BIEM ministries in this part of the world. 

May God bless you and your families. We remember you in our prayers.  

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

Lyosha, Alusia, and Kirill Savchuk 

 

 


