
	  

CHERNIHIV, UKRAINE 
1st Quarter 2013 Report 

January 
This month we had several important events I want to share with you, our dear friends.  

The English Club. We didn’t do special advertisements for our English club for several reasons. First of all, the 
summer clubs were very good advertisements, and people who wanted to study English with us come to our 
club. And those people promote our group themselves. They bring their friends and relatives to the class, and 
we have a chance to tell them about the Christian Center. This is how we got some new people this month. One 
boy, who is a nephew of one of our students, even comes from a neighboring village to study. There is a guy 
named Vlad who was at several Christian camps, and he knew that we teach English. Once he called and said 
that he wants to join us. Since then, he always attends not only English, but also our Bible Studies, and 
sometimes he brings his friends. It is wonderful to see how God is working, and I think that the best invitation is 
when people invite their friends. We always need native speakers, so if you want to help us, English Club is the 
best place for our foreign friends. 

Guitar Class. This month we started a guitar class. We did it two years ago, and it was a good way to build 
bridges between the church and the world. A girl from our Bible study group is a future musician, and I asked 
her to assist me with a guitar class. She gladly agreed; this is her first teaching experience, and I try to help her 
as much as possible. Dima and Dima, two guys who have their music band, also agreed to help me with those 
classes, so I feel we have a good team to run the Guitar Class. We put out advertisements on the Internet, and 
still invite people, because we want a continuing invitation until February 14. But we already started our class 
and we’ve got five students, including Igor, the guy who started to attend our Bible Study Groups. (I wrote an 
earlier letter about him). Please pray for the advertisements. I want to see a group of at least ten people, and I 
believe that it can be so. 

Bible Study Group. In the first two weeks of January we took a break from English Club, because of holidays, 
but we never stopped our Bible Study Group. A 
new guy, Vanya, started to attend Bible Study and 
church services. He was invited by Dima and 
Dima.  He is very glad to have relationships with 
Christians and spends a lot of time with us. Once 
on holidays we decided to go for bowling. It was a 
fun time we spent together. Actually we are 
always trying to find opportunities to meet with 
our students, not during the Bible Study group 
only, but during their free time. We often invite 
them to our home for fellowship or for watching 
movies. This is how we get closer and can show 
an example of the Christian life, which is not 
always an easy task. Our efforts are not in vain, 
for several girls and boys are now interested in 
baptism. Of course, it is only curiosity for now, 
but maybe they will ask to be baptized. I can’t 

wait for their decision and pray the Lord will work in their hearts. I’m glad to see that in the beginning all those 
students were mostly interested in English and Americans, but now they seem more interested in the Bible and 
Christianity. 



Girls group. As a man, I can’t talk about some specific topics with girls, and I’m glad that Alusia is willing to 
run a girls group, where they can talk about more private things. Every Friday they study a Christian workbook 
What Would Jesus Do?, which uses examples of high school students’ live. They can look up some special 
questions and see what the Bible says about them. Next month we will try to organize a similar group for boys. 
Personally I’m not for divisions but I understand the need of being able to talk more freely about some topics 
that you want to discuss with persons of the same sex.  

Banana Party. First time our students showed their own initiative and asked us to hold for them a banana party. 
So we bought all needed stuff, including lots of bananas and 
started preparations. From the Internet and from our friends we 
found many games with bananas. Several girls invited their 
parents to this party, which made me a little nervous, because I 
know that many people in Ukraine fear believers, and they could 
forbid their children to attend our center. But God was kind to us 
and those parents were very glad to be part of that event. Alusia 
was asked who we are, in a sense which denomination? Usually I 
answer questions like that, but at that time I was preaching, and 
she said that we are Baptists. The woman was not surprised and 
said that she’s glad her nephew attends our group. Students also 
brought their friends. In all, we had seventeen people. 
Newcomers heard the Gospel, so please pray for them. 

Church services. Every Sunday we gather together for worship, 
study, and fellowship. Dima and Dima help me with music. Now 
people who attend our services became more interested in the 
message. I see how we grow and as a minister of this church I’m 
glad to notice all those changes. Now I see that we need more 
effort, both in evangelism and spiritual growth of those who are 
Christians. Please pray for these needs and for God’s wisdom. 

February 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Winter season is almost over, and it’s time to make some conclusions and start preparation for the summer, 
which always gives us a lot of opportunities to share the Gospel! The next big event in this country, and I 
believe in the rest of the world, is Easter, and we want to use this holiday for sharing Christ with Chernihiv’s 
people, because together, we’ll celebrate His resurrection. So for now this is our deepest passion and the prayer 
need. 

Also we have some news, and it is my pleasure to share it with you: 

The owner of our apartment called me in the beginning of February and said that the place that we had been 
renting is now sold, and we have three weeks to find a new place. It was a little sad news, yet it was an answer 
from God, because we were thinking of a new place that would be cheaper.  We already had some phone 
numbers of real estate agents, but they offered us expensive apartments, which were far from the office. So we 
waited and prayed until the last week. Finally I found a good proposition on the Internet and called them. The 
apartment was almost 50 dollars cheaper than the previous one, and it is located about 20 minutes’ walk from 
the office. (On the bus it is twice as fast.) But I found an interesting condition in this agreement: the owner, a 
lady about forty years old, was looking for a family with children. That’s why she rejected a lot of clients. I was 
the last one that week, and after our conversation she decided to give us this apartment for rent. It was a great 
answer for our prayers. The place is not only cheaper, it is also much nicer and bigger. So our little boy now has 
a lot of room to play.  



The other joy we experienced this month is new people. English club and Guitar class are good tools to attract 
new people, especially in our environment, where any religious organization which is not a part of Orthodox 
Church is called a cult. That’s why, especially for the first meeting, it is easier to invite people to attend an 
English club or a guitar class, or if they aren’t interested to invite them to one of the themed events, which we 
are trying to do every month. One of the examples of how it works is Katya. Katya is a college age student. She 
was invited to come to one of our themed events and she asked me about English club. I told her the day and 
time for that. After a while she said that she wants also to learn guitar, so I told her about the guitar class. Now 
she attends Bible study group, and next week she wants to go to church. Praise the Lord. We also have three 
new men, who want to go to Canada and work there. They search for any opportunity to learn English, and 
Vitek invited them to our English class. Little by little, God adds people and the ministry grows.  

Another good opportunity to share Christ was St. Valentine’s Day. As a team, we prepared a themed event for 
this day, with beautiful decorations and games and entertainment. Many new people came. The main topic of 
the event was Love, and God’s design for it. In spite of popularization of ungodly views on Love, many 
students told me that they agree with the Bible’s view on marriage and family and they want to follow it. One 
guy I was especially happy to see was Sasha; he was a part of the Students’ Center, from the very beginning, 
but after a while he moved to another town and quit attending church. Now he has moved back to Chernihiv and 
I hope God will be continuing work in his heart. 

Also, it is a joy to see Igor’s effort to change his life. I wrote you about this guy last month. He continues to 
attend our ministries. Of course, sometimes I talk to him about his behavior and jokes, because I don’t want a 
bad influence on our students, but it seems that he really wants to get rid of all this stuff, and he always 
apologizes and is trying to act much better. Please pray for him. 

We have some sad news as well. Julia, a high school student, attended our center for a long time, but then her 
parents visited our web site and read that this is a Christian Students Center. The word “Christian” out of the 
context of the Orthodox Church means “cult,” and they forbade her to attend with us. It is sad, because she 
really liked to be there. We can’t do anything but pray. Please pray for that also. This prohibition also caused 
some other students to doubt. In our ministry sometimes the hardest part is not to tell people that Christ is real, 
but to tell them that we are His real followers. 

But praise the Lord, we keep in touch online, and call, and she can come to our home, because this is not a part 
of prohibition. At least this is an example we know, many students do not tell us about different concerns about 
our organization. They simply quit attending.  

The interesting fact I found is that when people see that Americans believe in the Bible, it is ok, and nothing 
deals with a cult. But when they see the same faith in Ukrainians, that’s really bad. So, welcome to Ukraine. 
This is another reason we love our guests. 

These are brief moments from our February. Please keep praying for the ministry and all people who attend it. 
Thank you a lot for your partnership, prayers and support. We never feel alone here, because we know about the 
work of a large worldwide team of Christ. 

March  
Dear Brothers and sisters in Christ, 
We are writing you about the news we have in March here in Chernigiv. This was the coldest March I’ve 
personally ever seen. The past two weeks were full of unusual snowfalls, which a lot of Ukrainians suffered 
from. Nevertheless, it seemed that people here in Chernihiv took it more positively, maybe because of the fact, 
that it is spring anyway, and we all know that such cold weather is temporary. I noticed many smiling faces 
outside, except those fellows whose cars were buried under the snow. Our office entrance was full of snow, 
which made it impossible to get in without shoveling it out. On the day of the most severe snowfall we had a 
music rehearsal at the office. Before we got there, I received a phone call from Dima, who told me that it is 
impossible to get in. I thought he could not be serious since the whole winter I was cleaning snow and never 



saw a situation when we could not get in. But he 
was right. It took us an hour before we finally 
removed all the snow and released the door. 
And this is the end of March. Please pray for 
Ukraine and for Chernihiv, because soon it will 
melt rapidly, and we are really afraid of 
flooding.  
I mentioned Dima in my previous reports; he is 
one of our first fruits of the Gospel here. He told 
me that he is a believer, and every time I see 
him I recognize the work of the Holy Spirit in 
his life. Since he is a musician, he shows a great 
desire to play music for God. He even translated 
a song from English (one of his advantages is he 
speaks English) and wrote music for us to play. 
So we had a small council, where we decided to 
put him as a leader or responsible for worship at 
our small new church. He agreed and now is working hard with us. Another girl joined us in worship in music. 
Praise the Lord, we have more voices and our worship songs sound more beautiful. 

We are close with one Baptist family in Chernihiv,. They are Sasha and Julia. One day Sasha told me that he is 
really interested in having a group where he and his wife could study the Bible deeply. It was such a joy, 
because I was thinking about the same idea. So we started a study of the book of Ephesians. There are three 
families: Alusia and I, Sasha and Julia, and Vitek with Vika Sychov. It is a home Bible study, so every week we 
get together at one of our homes. Dima, Tanya and Marina, students who became Christians through our 
ministry, also joined this study, and since the book of Ephesians is about church, it is a good membership class 
as well. 

Pray for Igor. We see how God can use this guy in many ways, but his heart needs repentance, and we all are 
praying for that. He has a medical education (a male nurse), and he can teach first-aid classes in camps and for 
volunteers. He already trains a guy who wants to enter a medical college and needs special classes. Igor even 
invited his students to church, so last week Oleg was at the service first time in his life.  

A couple new girls attended English club and they liked it very much. They both were invited by Marina, one of 
our students. We expect to see them at Thursday Bible Study group as well. The number of people who attend 
Sunday services is now more stable. It began with only three people; now it is always around ten, praise the 
Lord. In the beginning, since it was an unusual practice for most of our students to wake up on Sunday morning, 
we usually started later than it should be, but now everybody knows that Sunday is for church, and we can start 
almost on time. 

We are waiting for real spring to start working with outdoor activities like sports, camping, street evangelism. 
Pray for our Easter evangelization, which will take place in May. We also are praying for English clubs this 
summer, and we hope some of our American friends will come to participate. It is spring break at school, so we 
have more time to spend with our students. Pray for us to be good examples of godly Christians for them. 
Above all we want to share with them our love for the Lord and passion in ministering for Him. 

Thank you very much for all your prayers and support. We are praying for you with gratitude and love. 

Yours in Christ,  

Lyosha, Alusia and Kirill Savchuk 

 


