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January 25, 2012 

 
Dear friends and family, 
 
Once again I face the challenge of trying to summarize many experiences in Russia. I’ll try! The day after my 
arrival, I preached at the a.m. service in Nahabino. For the evening service, the church rented the nearby “Culture 
House” and presented a free concert/evangelistic sermon for the public. Using voices and musical instruments 
(some donated by BIEM), church members performed Christmas songs (Russian Christmas is still on January 7), 
and a salvation message explained why Jesus came to this earth. Afterward, guests were invited to accept one of 
the free Bibles provided by BIEM. May the Lord open the eyes of those who don’t yet know Him. In Nahabino I 
presented a slightly used acoustic guitar to the Rumachik family to replace their 30-year-old Soviet model which 
was beyond repair.  It, too, will be used for ministry in small group settings. 

From Moscow I flew to the Tatarstan area of Russia, where I preached 5 times in four days. In Vyatskie Polyany I 
delivered to the church a flute, a clarinet, a violin, a trumpet, and a saxophone for their church orchestra. Pastor 
Alexander was overwhelmed that friends had donated such quality instruments and was deeply moved. “Nowhere 
in our city can we buy such instruments.” With these, the young people of the church regularly perform during 
services, and now five more people who had no instruments can participate. I also joined a group from this church 
and went to a village named Umrom to evangelize in a house service. On the return trip we stopped and 
fellowshipped with believers in Mozhga, since their church is small, and they don’t often get visitors.  

In Kazan, after preaching in two morning services—one of them in a rented facility—I visited the construction 
site of Word of Life Baptist Church. This is a congregation for which we had raised building funds in the 1990s 
when Pam and I worked with Georgi Vins at Russian Gospel Ministries.  That church building was used for about 
15 years, but the city announced it had to go: a new road was planned for that spot. However, the city gave the 
congregation financial compensation and allowed them to salvage all the construction material they wanted from 
their former building, which has been helpful. This new building will be larger and should prove useful, both for 
the local congregation and for training seminars and special events.  

In each place, believers expressed thanks for BIEM’s and our involvement for the work of the Gospel in their 
country. Warm greetings to all of you from your brothers and sisters in Christ in Russia! 

Prayer requests: (1) As we finalize plans for children’s camps, now is the time to purchase airplane tickets for 
May. For Pam to go along, we will need $1,500.  (2) On January 10, Pastor Sergei Yakimenkov died at age 60. 
Please pray for his wife and adult kids. (3) Please don’t stop praying for the salvation of souls in the former USSR. 
For years we prayed for freedom of the Gospel in these lands, so let’s continue to pray for a bumper crop of souls 
for the Kingdom of God. 

In Christ, 
 

Rick & Pam Barry 
 

 
Church Planting     �     Evangelism     �     Bibles & Literature     �     Training Nationals 

 

"…Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel."  Mark 16:15 


