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“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15 
 

Dear Pastors and Friends, 
We are grateful for each of you who join with us in proclaiming God’s word to a world full of people who are 
without hope and purpose in life.   It is the Gospel that gives hope and purpose in life to all those who 
respond and open their hearts to God and accept the gift of salvation through Jesus the Savior.  
    
We praise God for over two dozen recently saved in Belarus where BIEM national church planters are 
reaping a harvest of souls.  The new issue of our newsletter, The Challenger, gives a heart-warming account 
of how all this happened in the front page article entitled “New Names Written Down in Glory.”   We are also 
rejoicing in souls reached through evangelistic efforts undertaken in Bashkiria, Russia, by a team of 
Ukrainians led by our national missionary, Igor Balashov. 
 
There is other good news we are glad to share with you as well.   BIEM has just recently appointed Micah 
and Alisha Tuttle as missionaries to the Republic of Georgia, where they are planning a ministry that will 
focus on training nationals and church planting similar to what Micah’s father, Bruce Tuttle, has been doing 
in Ukraine.  Please pray that they will be able to raise the support they need quickly.   Another praise was the 
recent 2nd birthday celebration of our grandchildren Sophia, Ella, Noah, Madison and the coming first 
birthday of Abrie.  Noah, whom many of you fervently prayed for through the heart transplant procedure he 
went through in the first months of his life, is doing well.  Praise God! 
 
We also have some prayer needs to share with you.  Please pray for our summer camping season that is just 
now getting under way.  Once again BIEM church planters and workers are conducting summer camps in 
over 20 locations.   Specifically pray for safety, good attitudes, good weather and that many of the children 
and youth would make decisions for salvation and surrender to Christ.   Normally, we have Americans go to 
Ukraine on summer mission trips and join with our Ukrainians in these efforts.  Due to the crisis in Ukraine 
no Americans will be able to help in this year’s Ukrainian summer camps.  Please pray for the Ukrainian 
camp workers and leaders as they will carry an extra load this summer and will surely miss the Americans as 
will the children and youth. 
 
Please continue to pray for Ukraine. In the May 25 election, Petro Poroshenko was chosen as the new 
president. Poroshenko, a billionaire, is a businessman who made his fortune as owner of the Roshen candy 
company. He understands economics and how to run a successful business, but he still faces huge challenges 
as he seeks to stabilize Ukraine's economy and the civil unrest. Since Ukraine's independence in 1991, many 
souls there have come to Christ and many churches have been started.  Please pray for the Holy Spirit to 
continue drawing souls to the Lord. 
 
May God bless each of you with a fruitful and productive summer.  Thanks very much for your prayers! 
Sam & Amy Slobodian 
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"…Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel."  Mark 16:15 


