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Dear friends and fellow-laborers,  

I’ve been delaying to send this newsletter until I could tell you the good news of how God has answered prayer! A 
couple of months ago, I couldn’t imagine how God would give us the 3 students for which I asked, and from where.  
It is just like our God to answer exceeding abundantly above what we’ve asked or imagined! Besides the 8 men we 
have enrolled there is at least one man we’d like to add in the fall!   

With no old students returning this semester, even 3 new men would 
have been a good number and would have allowed us to add a 
couple more each semester. Then, over our 3-year training period, 
we would likely have accumulated about a dozen men. And that, 
right now, is probably beyond the stretch of our available resources. 

So why did we enroll 8, when that very well may limit the adding of 
new students for some time? We prayed (and “stewed”) much over 
this decision, but with Ukraine’s tragic war and unpredictable future it 
seemed best to “make hay while the sun shines” (to use an 
expression from my Midwestern roots). Besides, it seemed that each 
of these 8 were sent to us in answer to prayer and are qualified to 
receive this training. 

Two of these men – both Sergey’s – left embattled cities in eastern 
Ukraine and are recent refugees to Bila Tserkva. Our men are of 
different ages and backgrounds, but each has a fervent desire to serve the living God. It’s exhilarating (no, I don’t 
think that word is too strong) to meet them for classes each day, and it surely keeps me busy in the attempt to stay 
ahead of them! Please pray that God gives ample wisdom to accomplish their training with greater impact and 
excellence than ever before! 

 

It’s been great to just live in Ukraine without the visa frustrations and the frequent 
necessity to leave the ministry and the country.  My one-year, temporary residency visa 
will expire on July 9th, but I can renew it from within the country. So I won’t need to leave, 
get a 45-day visa, re-enter the country and then apply for this type of visa. We will begin the 
process of renewing the visa early in June. That will come soon enough; please pray even 
now for an uncomplicated, timely, and fruitful process.  

 

Do you want to know a secret?  I obsess over the writing of newsletters, wondering which 
news is the most important to write to you, and how to compress that into a mercifully, 
readably brief letter.  Here’s just one more “news” item. Recently, Gyena graduated . . . . . in 
his late 30’s and unmarried. On a missions trip with his church group the following summer, 
he met a young lady in a heavily Muslim part of Russia with very few churches. Soon 
afterward, they married and have been living in that desperately needy part of Russia. I 
was/am thrilled! Gyena visited me recently in Bila Tserkva, and says he is now pastoring a 
church there. The economy is very poor, work is scarce, and he and his wife have been finding it to be very difficult 
financially. We have begun to help him with modest support, but only promised to do this for one year. In the past, 
we’d do that for every graduate engaging in a new ministry, and for a 2-year period. Please pray that God’s 
provisions through us will be helpful, adequate, and will help to accomplish the building of a firm foundation for the 
church there, and propel them to spiritual and numerical growth in the days ahead.   

 

Your servant for  
Jesus’ sake, 

 

back row (our left to right: Timothy, Zhenya, 
Victor, Sergey, and Sergey 

front row: Maxim, Denis, Sergey, and our 
translator, Oksana 

Address:     Luba Gumenyuk (for Bruce) email:  uabruce@gmail.com 
2a Kotsyubinskogo #20,  phone:  011-380-96739 4710  (EST + 7 hours)  

 Bila Tserkva, Ukraine 09108 
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Reading, PA   19605  phone: 610-376-9888                                          
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Gyena and his 
Russian bride 


