
   Notes (& requests) from Ukraine 
      . . . . . Bruce Tuttle                         August 13, 2014 

 
 

Dear friends and fellow-laborers,  

God was so gracious to allow me to finally get the one-year, temporary residency visa! Thanks so very much for 
your intercession on behalf of the ministry (and me, too). 

Next June, I will begin to assemble the necessary documents to have this visa renewed. One year doesn’t sound 
like much for a visa’s duration, but it’s the best we can do – for now – and I’m delighted. 

I’m thrilled (daily thrilled) to be back in Ukraine and to know that visa 
struggles like those of the past won’t require me to make those frequent 
exits and re-entrances. 

 

Two days ago (the 11th) would have been Natalie’s and my 41st 
wedding anniversary. 

I suspect that experiences like mine have been, and are being, shared by 
many of you. I know the bitter-sweet nature of days that were special to us 
are not experiences that are unique to me. I miss Natalie so much! My 
house here is very empty and quiet without her, or at least without being 
able to call her every night.  

Sometimes – still – I feel sort of “lost”, and unsure of who I am without her. 
It’s not clear that the passing of 14 months (since Natalie was swept away 
to God’s home) have made her absence any easier. That’s the dark side; the bright side is that I’m thanking God 
every day for giving this wonderful creature to be my wife, best friend, and fellow-laborer for 40 years. 

My children and granddaughters are doing well and I am able to speak to them frequently. But we are sooooooo far 
apart. I often ponder how life would go on without a constant sense of my Savior’s presence and without having a 
compelling mission to fulfill in His name. I now often wonder that deep sadness and overwhelming joy can be so 
inextricably intermingled, and life in Jesus Christ be still so incredibly rich!   

 

The REAL reason for this letter, at this time is to send more requests your way. 

1. Pray that God will deliver Ukraine from the violence in our eastern cities, and from Russia’s 
aggression, and from this present state of civil war. We are blessed to live in a part of the country 
which is not experiencing violence. Still, believers here are very much affected, and concerned. More and 
more are being called away to military service. The bodies of those combatants who are slain are shipped 
back to our city. 

 

The stories of what is taking place are incredible! Civilians, as well as soldiers, are being killed, and in 
some cases it seems that believers are being targeted. Many folks have fled, and many have lost 
everything. It seems that economic sanctions are hurting Russia, and we wonder to what extremes Putin 
might resort by way of revenge.  
 

There seems to be a constant stream of refugees entering our city. Our churches are trying to offer them 
help, and also to find ways to approach them with the Gospel. 

 

2. Pray that God will send us men – the right kind of men – to be enrolled as new students this fall. We 
are only about 3 weeks from the start of the fall semester of training. Returning students will finish their 
training in the first 2 months but, as yet, we haven’t enrolled any new students. We know of some who are 
interested but haven’t made any commitment to study. Monday night I interviewed 2 prospective students, 
but we won’t enroll them (yet), as they’ve been believers only a short while and need further time to grow 
and be discipled within their churches. 

A number of factors have probably conspired to make the commencing of this fall’s semester more difficult. 
It’s likely that the civil war in Ukraine has been a distraction to potential students. As in the U.S. and other 

Please continue to intercede for 
Ukraine and for God’s work here! 



places, we are seeing fewer men who are willing to commit to serving Christ as pastors and missionaries, 
or who want to serve but are reluctant to commit to any extended period of training. What’s more (and 
maybe the most significant factor), it was necessary for me to spend far too much time away from Ukraine 
during the last 4 years. That was true both because of Natalie’s illness and the inability to get long-term 
visas. Times spent away from Ukraine were usually brief but far too many. Perhaps we need to rebuild a 
confidence that our training can follow a normal schedule once again. 

In some ways, therefore, it feels like we are back to the starting point. An enormous difference, however, is 
that we now have many more graduates involved in ministry and many wonderful relationships with pastors 
and churches here. On my end, I’m not even a wee bit discouraged, but surely pondering how God’s hand 
will provide and in what ways He will direct us. 

“Plan B”, in the event that we enroll no new students for 
September, is that I’d spend the first 2-2 ½ months completing the 
training of our returning students. Then, I’d likely spend some time 
in nearby Georgia ministering in the place of and for the help of my 
son, Micah, who has left Georgia for awhile to do further 
deputation in the States. We continue to have great interest in 
helping to start a similar program of pastoral training and church 
planting there. What’s more, as our Ukrainian churches step-up 
their participation in world-wide missions, we are seeking to encourage and perhaps to expedite some 
missions trips of Ukrainian believers to be involved in evangelism and new church work in Georgia. 

Another hope that I cherish is that I might visit and help graduates in nearby Belarus and Latvia, should 
God provide the time and opportunity in the next few months. 

Meanwhile, we would continue to seek new students to begin their training when the spring semester 
commences in mid-January. We’ve been talking to pastors, getting flyers out in hopes of reaching those 
who will have an interest, and beginning a website in Russian. But, most of all, we need the prayers of 
God’s people! 

3. Pray that God will implant and continue to regenerate a pioneering, persevering spirit in the hearts 
of our students and graduates. Most of them will need to maintain a bi-vocational ministry for the greater 
part of their lives, making life more difficult than for the “normal” pastor in the States. We can encourage 
and cajole, but in the end that won’t accomplish much without an inner impetus that is founded and fed by 
God’s Holy Spirit. 

 

 

Once more, thanks so much for your continued prayers as we prepare for the fall’s semester of 
training, and seek more men to train for church planting in our part of the world! 
 
The fields are still white unto harvest! 
 
The laborers are still few! 
 
Your servant for Jesus’ sake, 

 

Address:     Luba Gumenyuk (for Bruce) 
2a Kotsyubinskogo #20,  

 Bila Tserkva, Ukraine 09108 
 

E-mail:  uabruce@gmail.com               
phone:  011-380-4563-64877    (EST + 7  hours) 

 

Sending Church:   Victory Baptist Church - 1059 Victory Circle 
Reading, PA   19605  phone: 610-376-9888                                          

 

Sent through:      Baptist International Evangelistic Ministries -  
  121 Commerce Drive, Suite 50, Danville, IN 46122     
                              Website:  baptistinternational.org 
 


