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Dear friends and fellow-laborers, I’m finally, delightfully back home in 
Ukraine! 

Thanks so very much for your prayers.  It wasn’t my desire to be away from the 
work here, nor to be away for so long.  Still, while in the States, I was able to 
visit over half of our supporters, traveling over 8,000 miles in those 10 weeks.  
In every church I was refreshed, encouraged, and warmed by your love and 
friendship, and by your genuine concern for the Ukrainian people in their 
present unrest and distress.  I will surely thank God upon every remembrance 
of you! 

When I had to leave Ukraine on March 17th, I couldn’t imagine that it would 
possibly take more than 5 weeks to secure a new visa and return.  The reality 
was that it took twice as long, with new obstacles and “wrinkles”.  So we lost a huge portion of our spring 
semester’s training by the time I arrived here on May 27th.  We should have been able to graduate 2 men, but that 
must wait.  We plan to get all the courses they missed into the first 2 months of the fall semester.  It will be 
beneficial for us to have the “old” students back for that brief time, so that they can take the new students in hand 
and “teach them the ropes”. 

It has been so thrilling and heartening to meet with the students and also to meet with some of our graduates over 
meals in my home.  I’ve thoroughly enjoyed preaching in churches nearby, but will need to extend my range over 
the summer months, in order to present this ministry in churches where our work is unknown.  I’m very concerned 
about finding new students for the fall semester; please pray with us that the Lord will send us a handful of fervent 
men who will answer God’s call to plant new churches.  We are uncertain how Ukraine’s present unrest might affect 
us.  Please pray!  God is able! 

 

My new visa, like a number of those before it, is good for only 45 days.  

In applying at Ukraine’s consulate in New York, I discovered that the 45-day 
visa is an immigration visa.  So, while here, and having the encouragement of a 
new government, I’m seeking to acquire a 1 year, temporary residency visa.  
We’re accumulating documents now in order to make the application.  As usual, 
there are frustrations and uncertainties, but we are prayerful and thus hopeful.  
My 45 days will end on July 10th.  That deadline is approaching rapidly.  Vova 
(Vladimir), the fellow who helps us with legal issues and documents, is 
reasonably confident that once we begin the process the government will be 
likely to extend my current visa if necessary.  Please make this a matter of 
earnest prayer!  When God gives me the temporary residency visa I’ll celebrate 
with a big Ukrainian meal in my home, among students and other friends!  Or, like 
David, be found dancing for joy in the streets . . .  at night . . . with no one around!  

 

Ukrainians here are conscious that they are “at war”.  

In Bila Tserkva, life is still peaceful and goes on at a normal pace.  But we continually hear of violence in our 
eastern cities and lives being lost.  Some are folks whom we know.  Many of the churches have sons and 
daughters involved in the conflict.  Please continue to pray with us that (1) God will use this time of peril to open 
hearts to Jesus Christ and His salvation, and (2) that our mighty God might be pleased to perform an Old 
Testament type of event, in which He’d suddenly and miraculously dispatch Russia’s troops (and “rent-a-thugs”) to 
their own county and homes. 

 
Today, as I am writing this, it is only one day from the anniversary of Natalie’s death (June 13). 

If you ask me how I’m doing, I’ll say that I’m okay.  Paul was correct; surely we do not sorrow as others who have 
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no hope!  Still, we do sorrow.  For over 40 years, I knew well that I loved and needed Natalie.  I knew that she was 
a wonderful partner in ministry.  But now I am sure that I had no idea how much I loved her, how much I needed 
(and still need) her, and how enormously significant a partner she was!  I miss her every day.  I think of her 
countless times each day.  I think of all the things I learned from her, and how her counsel and character 
“tempered” my rashness, oft-frivolities, and tendency to impracticality.  I think of the sweetness of serving God with 
her for nearly 40 years.  I cry (when I’m alone) as I remember how terribly difficult the last 4 years were for her . . . . 
but I rejoice, too, that our God has lifted her out of my arms and into His own.  I’ll tell you that I’m okay, and that is 
the truth . . . most of the time.  There are times, however, when I feel so lost without her, and when the sense of 
sorrow and loss are almost overwhelming.   

“How often when sorrows like sea billows roll, have I hidden in thee, O Thou Rock of my soul!  . . . Thou blest Rock 
of Ages, I’m hiding in Thee!” 

I guess I write this because I don’t want her to ever be forgotten.  And I ask you to pray that God will somehow “fix” 
my heart or use its brokenness for His glory. 

 
Many of you generously gave funds in memory of Natalie, to be 
used for a building project in Ukraine.  By these funds, we were 
able to give over $8,000 to one of the independent Baptist 
churches here in Bila Tserkva.   

The church is in the center of the city, and has been crowded and 
bursting at the seams.  The photos here show the new construction, 
which will have 2 or 3 floors (depending upon the Lord’s provision) 
and a basement, with a footprint of approximately 15x13 meters.  It’s 
an addition to their current “prayer house” which stands alongside the 
new construction.  Typically, building activity moves forward with 
available funds and then pauses until more funds become available.  
Please pray for this church which has sent us a number of its men as 

students at our pastors’ training institute.  Pray that God will provide what is necessary to finish the building in good 
time, and that they will continue to reach folks with the Gospel and go on to fill the new building . . . for His glory!  

 

Thanks so much for your continued prayers as we await the outcome of our visa application and 
seek to use the summer months profitably in local church ministries, preparing for the fall’s 
semester of training, and seek more men to train for church-planting in our part of the world! 
 
 
 
 
Your servant for Jesus’ sake, 
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