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Dear friends and fellow-laborers,  

The photo to the right is not intended to mislead you into a notion of balmy 
weather here. It is, however, a building that we share with Premirenia 
Baptist Church, and is not nearly so colorful at this time of year. Still, it’s 
the best place in the entire world to be if that’s where God puts you! 

I suppose that this newsletter will be mostly prayer requests and 
whatever news is necessary for informed prayer. 

I finally returned to Ukraine in late November with a visa, but Ukraine’s 
government gave me just 45 days. I picked up the teaching/training and 
carried it onward until the Christmas/New Year’s & semester break. The 
first part of our semester had been covered, at least partially, by BIEM’s 
classes in Kyiv to which we sent our students in September, and by wonderful pastor and missionary friends who 
came to teach in my absence. By God’s grace, in my delay while awaiting a visa, we lost only a small part of the 
semester’s training. 

In early January, it was again necessary to leave Ukraine as my brief visa was expiring. While I was away in nearby 
Georgia and other environs, once again it helped us to be able to send our students to BIEM’s modular classes in 
Kyiv. I re-entered Ukraine at the end of January without a visa. Our plan was to complete the entire spring 
semester, using visiting professors and the 90 days I would be allowed to be in the country without a visa. It’s 
always wonderful for me to be back here and engaged in the ministry, and especially so now that remaining in the 
country has been so problematic. I’m told that the law has changed again, and I might be allowed to remain only 60 
days, rather than 90.  At present, we are trying to work that out.   

Last semester we had an initial preaching (“homiletics”) class. This semester we’re bearing down on expository 
preaching.  We also have classes in the doctrines of angels, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit; a N.T. survey; the 
pastoral epistles (1 & 2 Timothy and Titus); personal evangelism; the poetic books of the O.T.; . . . . and perhaps 1 
or 2 more that I’ve neglected to mention. As you might suppose, we need your prayer that we might make the best 
use of the time we have and be able to complete all of this by the end of May. I plan to continue to teach a number 
of those courses through the end of March, at which time I’d leave the country and apply for a new visa.  Hopefully I 
could be back in no more than 3 weeks, and in possession of at least the 45-day visa. During my absence 2 or 3 
men would come in to teach block courses in some of those subjects. I would return by the end of April and teach 
until the end of May. And, while back in Ukraine again, we might be able to finally secure a longer, resident visa. 
The Ukrainian fellow who has been so helpful in securing documents for us in the past is “skittish” about our 
prospects of achieving that, given the government’s present problems and instability. We’ll see. 

We have 2 men who should finish their 3-years of concentrated studies this semester.   
Still, because I spent so much time with Natalie and away from Ukraine during the 
previous school year, we will likely graduate them with the provision that they return in 
the fall semester for 2 or 3 more seminars in courses that we’ve been unable to offer. 

 
4 students have been regularly attending this spring’s classes . . . .  

2 of them are returning students. One of the other men is a young, married fellow who 
has not yet been enrolled as a “regular” student. The other man is a Gypsy who was 
converted to Christ about 6 years ago. He wants to study the Scriptures with us and 
learn to preach better, but I’m not yet sure whether we will enroll him as a student in the 
near future. We are interested, though, as he might be our best hope for reaching his 
people who live in this area. Another fellow who was saved through the ministry of a drug 
rehab program in a nearby village has expressed a desire to become a student with us. I 
regret to delay his training, but he hasn’t been a believer for very long, and was only 

recently baptized. So I spoke to his pastor and we’ve agreed that we’ll more seriously consider his desire to enroll 
at the end of this year. We’ve been very disappointed that 2 other men, from cities more distant (one of which is in 
Russia) who had expressed strong interest and desire in becoming students have been out-of-touch. We had 



Address:     Luba Gumenyuk (for the Tuttles), 2a Kotsyubinskogo #20,  
 Bila Tserkva, Ukraine 09108 
                     E-mail:  uabruce@gmail.com              phone:  011-380-4563-64877 

        (EST + 7  hours) 
 

Sending Church:   Victory Baptist Church - 1059 Victory Circle, Reading, PA          
phone: 610-376-9888                                            19605 

 

Sent through:      Baptist International Evangelistic Ministries -  
  121 Commerce Drive, Suite 50, Danville, IN 46122     
                              Website:  baptistinternational.org 
 

hoped to enroll both of them last September, but we suspect that God has a beneficent purpose in this delay.  
Please pray that God will send the right men to us!  We’d love to once again have 8 students (or more), like the 
class we had a year and a half ago.  It’s not surprising, though, with so many necessary absences in the last school 
year . . . it’s now almost as if we are starting over with developing a student base. No alarm – God has always 
provided students. But please pray with us for more good men.  

 
Surely you’ve read (or seen on TV) a little about the unrest in Ukraine. 

While writing this, I received an email from the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv.  It’s a warning about the sharp escalation in 
violence today in Kyiv, and perhaps elsewhere.  Soon, it appears that the army will be called in, with tanks and 
much greater use of force.  It seemed that there was a lull, but now the dark clouds seem to be moving in rapidly. 
Lives are being lost, hundreds are being injured, and only God knows how this will end, and how it will affect His 
work and our ministries in Ukraine. Our hope is in him!  Please pray fervently for Ukraine!!  

 
. . . . and please pray that the next time you hear from me, I’ll have much brighter and “cheerier” news, and 
more news of God’s victories here in Ukraine! 

 
 
 
Your servant for Jesus’ sake, 

 
 
 


