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Dear friends and fellow-laborers,  

I am full of regret for delaying so long in writing of recent ministry and events. I don’t 
quite know where to begin, what to say, or how to condense into a reasonable format 
the many things I would like to tell you. But, here goes . . . . 

About Natalie . . . 

I will forever be grateful for the prayerful, loving support you have extended to Natalie 
and me throughout the last 4 years. Often, when Natalie was in greater and seeming 
unrelenting misery, I would entreat the Lord to take her gently and quickly out of my 
inadequate arms and into His own mighty arms. Our God always answered with great 
compassion. Thankfully (in retrospect), He chose to have her remain a little longer.   

This last year of her life was much more of a trial for her, and more often I longed for 
her to be free of her physical burdens and safe in God’s home. Still, when God so graciously took her home on 
June 13th, I felt very little relief for her in the tidal wave of sadness for that greatly loved one whom my children and I 
have lost. I miss her terribly; some days I feel completely lost without her. But I am so very grateful that at no time 
during these last difficult years have we (or I) ever felt alone in the struggle. You have refreshed and helped us 
wonderfully, and again and again! I will be forever grateful to you, and forever indebted to our God for His unfailing 
presence, faithfulness, and love. 

Thank you, also, for your astounding generosity with regard to the funds given in Natalie’s memory. During my last 
trip to Ukraine in May, one of the churches in Bila Tserkva – a church which has sent us a number of students – 
asked me whether I could find individuals or churches in America from which they could borrow $20,000 to help in 
the very necessary expansion of their building. I suggested that, whereas I was not inclined to seek a loan for them, 
I would endeavor to somehow come up with a gift of at least $7,000. While flying home, I wondered from whence 
that gift (so easily promised) would come. After Natalie’s death, gifts which could meet that need were channeled 
through Victory Baptist Church, and finally to BIEM, where they have totaled over $8,100!  The expansion of that 
church building is already underway, they have received your gift, and are wonderfully blessed by your generosity.  
Thanks so much! (P.S. – it is exhilarating and fun to watch God at work, huh)? 

 

A new and exciting prospect . . . 

Late in May, during the last week of my most recent trip there, I had 2 very significant 
and exciting meetings with Ukrainian pastors. About 3 years ago, 7-8 pastors from 
independent Baptist churches in and around our city began praying and deliberating 
about their responsibility to extend the gospel beyond Ukraine. They acknowledged that 
their churches had few financial resources, but felt a conviction that they should be 
using what resources they have to take the Gospel to the regions beyond. Their 
meetings and planning resulted in a number of missions conferences in various parts of 
the country. In addition, a growing number of short-term missions groups have been 
sent out to Russia, Turkey, Central Asian countries, etc.  

This is especially exciting to hear and a potential answer to our prayers that Ukraine 
might become a center for missions in our part of the world! But here’s an even more 
exciting part: those pastors have realized that it’s foolish to send out missionaries 
without giving them some prior training/equipping. So they asked whether our institute 

would be willing to ratchet-up our missions curriculum to offer training courses to which they might send their 
people. And if I understood those pastors correctly, this year their churches (from our city alone) will be sending out 
21 groups! We could have a small part in the early stages of a Ukrainian missions movement! I’m not sure where 
this will lead us, nor how it will take shape, but it’s an exciting development and opportunity, and I’d ask that you 
make this a matter of earnest prayer. I’m so anxious to get back to Ukraine and to see what plans may be laid and 
what has taken place there since our last meeting!  
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Please continue to pray . . . .  

(1) . . . that I might soon receive a visa which would allow me to remain in Ukraine for more than 90 days! 
Since Natalie’s death, I’ve labored to get rid of most of Natalie and my belongings here in the States (and 
store that which is leftover). Our house in Pennsylvania sold in less than 2 months; what an amazing 
answer to prayer! It was wonderful that we still had it for Natalie’s comfort these last 4 years, but it was time 
to let it go. Now the only obstacle to moving back to Ukraine is the securing of a visa. This is a dilemma 
which seems to be increasing in difficulty. It’s a matter which requires God’s wisdom and omnipotence. So 
please make it a matter of the most urgent prayer! I plan 
to wait only 2 or 3 weeks longer, after which I’ll head for 
Ukraine with or without the visa, and then figure out what 
to do next from there. 
 

(2) . . . that God will put it into the hearts of good, mature 
men to be trained and equipped to do the work of the 
ministry. Because of the need to spend far more time 
caring for Natalie over the past year, we were unable 
both to maintain our full schedule of classes and to do 
any serious recruiting of new students. Hence, this 
semester we are laboring to provide as much as 
possible for our 2 returning students. We have 2 very 
good prospects to begin training in the spring semester, 
but we’d surely like to have you make this a matter of 
prayer.  
 

(3) . . . that God will give wisdom and grace as we seek to aid in the beginning of a similar, pastoral training in 
the nearby country of Georgia. I’ve now made 3 trips there to teach in general, modular seminars. It has 
been exciting and fulfilling! But we long for the day in which we can train selected men in a full-time 
training, and then help them in planting new churches throughout the very needy land of Georgia. My 
oldest son, Micah, has moved into Georgia with his wife and 3 (darling) daughters, and it’s clear that Satan 
isn’t about to release his grasp on a region he has dominated so long . . . . without a fight. Please, please 
pray for BIEM’s missionaries, Charles and Nina Hoblitz, who have been laboring there.  And pray for Micah 
and his family. And pray for that entire nation of needy, lost people for whom Christ died!  

 

(4) . . . that as my children and granddaughters mourn the loss of one of the world’s most wonderful 
moms/grandmothers, they might go from strength to strength and be more – not less – fervent in their 
passion for Christ and His work! 
 

(5) . . . that my own life and ministry will be more – not less – fruitful in serving my Master and King . . . and 
that I might continually find Him to be the God who is Enough! 

 

 
 
 
Your servant for Jesus’ sake, 

 
 
 


