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Dear friends and fellow-laborers, 

We are so very deeply indebted to you for your participation in our ministry in Ukraine 
(and Georgia and beyond), and for your prayers, generous support, and kind 
thoughtfulness in encouraging us!  We are continually in-over-our-heads, out-of-our-
depth, out-on-a-limb . . . . . and yet our Lord still marvelously provides fruitfulness and 
joy! 

Kind, thoughtful people almost daily inquire about Natalie's condition.  I'm often 
unsure how to respond.  New problems arise regularly, such as Natalie's recent 
hospitalization for an infection in her bloodstream, eyes, etc. . . . . . or last Saturday's 
need for a transfusion of 2 units of blood.  But then, God often sends encouragements 
our way -- such as the prior news that the tumors seem to be stable for the moment, 
or a recent visit with the eye doctors who expressed elation that the infection has so 
greatly cleared from Natalie's eyes.  Rest assured that, by God's wonderful grace, we 
are neither dead, defeated, nor discouraged! 

At the end of February, 

I flew to Bila Tserkva (UA) and taught a seminar for just one week.  It 
was exciting to have new folks wander into the class daily so that we 
were quite full by week's end.  The level of enthusiasm and joy around 
our daily lunch-table was abnormally high.  The students were 
obviously hungry to learn, and regretful that the class couldn't be 
extended for another week.  While in Ukraine, I had time to meet with 
only a couple of our graduates.  BUT God lovingly worked out my 
schedule so that I could participate in the dedication of a church 
building in Dovgalivske.  Recently, a number of you folks generously 
gave for the purchase of that house and land.  One of our recent 
graduates, Misha, worked with his people and beautifully renovated 
the house and cleaned up the property prior to the dedication service.  
There were at least 14 unbelievers in attendance for a truly wonderful 

service and clear presentation of the Gospel.  Since the purchase of this building and the excitement it has 
renewed in the handful of believers there, one or two men have already come to Christ!  That's particularly exciting 
because there are so often many more believing women than men. 

Afterward, I flew into the Republic of Georgia once again, and met our son, Micah, and daughter-in-law, Alisha, as 
they too arrived at the airport.  Micah taught a seminar in Tbilisi, after which he and Alisha sought housing 

accommodations.  In June, they plan to move their family from PA to 
Tbilisi, to minister in that needy land.  This is an enormous answer to 
my prayers, and the beginning of new possibilities of pastoral training 
and church planting in that former Soviet republic.  What's more, with 
Micah living in Georgia, he will be close enough that he might often be 
able to help us in Ukraine.  If you should direct further inquiry about 
this -- to either Micah or me -- we will surely attempt to fill your ears 
and your heart with the needs and possibilities in that spiritually-
enslaved land!  There's so much more I'd like to tell you about these 
developments! 

While in Georgia, I taught seminars in both Tbilisi and Gori, and was 
once more exhilarated by the students' evident hunger and expressed 
gratitude.  They plead, "Please don't forget us!  Please come back 

again with more classes!  This is exactly what we need and what we've been praying for!" 

As a side note, our children are becoming more "far-flung" around the globe.  Micah, Alisha, and their 3 daughters 
will be in the country of Georgia; Matthew and Rachel will labor in a church in Wyoming; Aaron, Julia, and their 2 
daughters are on an island offshore from China; and Jeff and Jessica are pursuing further training in the U.S. 
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Please continue to pray . . . .  

(1)  regarding Natalie's health, that God would mercifully give her deliverance and 
relief from the almost constant struggle with nausea and the intermittent bouts 
with pain; 

(2)  for wisdom and grace that we might somehow serve God effectively amid the 
obstacles which have become our portion; 

(3)  for God's direction and supply as we purpose to begin a full schedule of classes 
anew in the fall semester, even though it won't be likely that I can leave Natalie 
often nor for long to be there myself; 

(4)  for God's enablement and increase as our men labor to plant and pastor 
churches for His glory; 

(5)  for new students to be enrolled in our pastoral training program by the outset of 
classes in September; and 

(6) for all the preparations necessary for Micah and his family as they proceed to 
move to Georgia. 

 

 
 
 
Your servants for Jesus’ sake, 

 
 
 


