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May 1, 2013 

 
Hon. Michael R. Bloomberg 
Office of the Mayor 
City Hall 
New York, NY 10007  
 
Dear Mayor Bloomberg: 
 
 

We, a coalition of New York City’s philanthropic community, extend our full and 
unqualified support for Mayor Bloomberg’s proposed ban on all expanded polystyrene (“plastic 
foam”) packaging and food and beverage containers.  

 
Representing local, regional, and national foundations with years of research and 

advocacy on the subject, we have long recognized the dangers of polystyrene and the benefits of 
its effective removal from the New York City waste stream.   

 
We believe that all products and packaging that enter the market can – and should – be 

recyclable. When they are not, they cost taxpayers millions of dollars in landfill disposal fees, 
pollute our parks, waterways and beaches, and create an unhealthy environment for New York 
City residents and the millions that visit New York City each year.  
 

Polystyrene is a glaring example of a harmful and unnecessary pollutant. It is a burden on 
the NYC sanitation system as it is not commercially viable to recycle. It contaminates the stream 
of recyclable plastics, and even more troubling, the stream of recyclable organics. Its 
contamination of these waste streams adds as much as $20 per ton to the City’s recycling costs.  

 
Polystyrene usually ends up as litter. Lightweight, easily airborne and waterborne, it is a 

primary component of marine debris. It degrades into tiny particles, killing birds and marine 
mammals that mistakenly ingest it as food. The potential human impact is also of significant 
concern as these toxic particles are increasingly entering the marine food chain – and our bodies.  

 
Polystyrene, a petroleum-based plastic, is composed of styrene and benzene chemicals. In 

2011, styrene was added to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services list of chemicals 
“reasonably anticipated to be a carcinogen." Benzene is already listed as a "known carcinogen."  
 

The coalition would like add its unified expression of support to the proposed ban on 
polystyrene. The ban will enable NYC's recycling program to operate more cost-effectively, 
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expand its organics program, and allow the City to avoid millions of dollars in landfill disposal 
fees. It will help rid our parks and waterways of polystyrene pollution, make NYC a more 
attractive destination for tourists, and prevent polystyrene’s carcinogenic compounds from 
harming our residents and our children.  

 
San Francisco, Seattle and Portland have already banned polystyrene. Joining the 

movement will serve as a tipping point for other major cities proposing a similar ban, and is an 
important step forward in NYC’s evolution into a leader in urban environmental management. 
 
Thank you for your leadership on this issue. 
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