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A s part of its integrated approach to 
rebuilding communities in Southern Su-
dan, the USAID-funded BRIDGE pro-
gram has initiated several successful 
water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) 
activities across Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal, Warrap, and Unity states. In 
addition to building the capacity of the 
Southern Sudanese government to plan, 
operate, and maintain water points, 
BRIDGE is drilling and repairing water 
points, constructing latrines, providing 
hygiene education, and forming commu-
nity-led Water User Committees to help 
manage water resources.  
 
BRIDGE targets water-scarce villages 
with high prevalence of diseases, ongo-
ing conflicts related to access and con-
trol of water, and long distances to water 
points. Many of the target villages are 

more than 4 km from functioning water 
sources.  
 
In one particularly remote community, 
the Water User Committee Chairperson, 
Mary Marol, has openly spoken about 
the impact of BRIDGE WASH activities 
on her family and fellow community 
members. A pregnant mother of three, 
Mary has greatly benefitted from the new 
borehole that BRIDGE constructed in 
Ameth, her village. Describing her taxing 
daily routine, Mary explains, “Before 
BRIDGE brought the borehole to Ameth, 
women had to walk for close to four 
hours to fetch water from a nearby 
stream. With the drilling of the borehole, 
the distance to the water point has re-
duced to a short walk.” Women are now 
able to spend more time cultivating their 
fields and caring for their young children. 
Mary remarks, “Before the drilling of the 
boreholes, we had to leave our homes 
early in the morning, leaving our children 
unattended. On return, we used to find 
our children crying.”   
 
The ability to focus more time and en-
ergy on cultivation has also enabled 
more families to send their children to 
school during the day. In other communi-
ties, where boreholes are drilled at 
school sites, access to water has proven 
to be a further incentive for families to 
send their children to school; BRIDGE 
has seen a sharp increase in school at-
tendance (especially among girls) at 
these sites. Longer-term, access to 
clean water should also result in de-
creased incidence of water-borne dis-
eases for Mary and her neighbors. In  
Year 1, BRIDGE drilled 60 new bore-
holes in villages like Ameth, improving 
the lives of more than 30,000 people like 
Mary and her family.  
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Mary Marol collecting water from the new borehole in Ameth. 
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