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Superbells Blackberry Punch Calibrachoa—Annual, full sun. From 
spring to fall, enjoy an abundance of small petunia-like fl owers that are 
low maintenance with a cascading growth habit that’s ideal for containers. 
Beautiful combined with ‘Sweet Caroline Light Green’ sweet potato vine. 

Goldilocks Rock Bidens—Annual, full sun. Heat and drought tolerant, 
this plant will infuse your space with bright yellow blooms well into fall. 
Equally at home in landscapes and in containers. 

Lucia Lavender Blush Lobelia—Annual, partial to full sun. More 
heat tolerant than lobelias of the past, this variety offers a profusion of soft 
purple blooms on a low-maintenance plant that’s ideal for container and 
landscape combinations.  

GoldDust Mecardonia—Annual, full sun. Heat tolerant and low mainte-
nance, this Mecardonia hybrid boasts small green leaves with delicate and 
brilliant yellow fl owers that bloom from May to October. 

Daredevil Mulberry Pelargonium—Annual, full sun. With its upright 
habit and pink fl owers, this geranium adds vertical interest to landscapes 
and containers. Heat and drought tolerant for blooms all summer long. 

‘Limelight’ Hardy Hydrangea—Deciduous shrub, partial to full sun.  

A true Southern garden must, this hydrangea has amazing chartreuse-col-
ored fl owers that transition to pink as fall nears. Plant in combination with 
ornamental grasses for maximum effect. 

Colorblaze Dipt in Wine Coleus—Annual, shade or sun. Versatile in its 
ability to thrive in a variety of light conditions, this coleus proves foliage 
can bring the beauty with smooth and shiny crimson leaves edged in lime 
green. It’s also deer resistant, attractive to hummingbirds and heat tolerant.

‘Sweet Caroline Purple’ Sweet Potato Vine—Annual, partial to full 
sun. A great foliage component for container combinations, sweet potato 
vine has excellent heat tolerance and is quite vigorous. Also great as a 
ground cover and in combination with Luscious® Citrus Blend™ lantana. 

Graceful Grasses King Tut Egyptian Papyrus— Annual, partial to 
full sun. Add height and drama to containers and even in ponds, with this 
ornamental grass that can range from 48 to 72 inches tall. It’s especially 
striking in poolside containers. 

Little Henry Sweetspire—Deciduous shrub, shade or sun. From summer 
blooms to fall foliage, this one has it all. I’m a big fan of sweetspire, both 
for its ability to grow in wet soils and compact growth habit that makes it 
ideal for small spaces.  

Peach Drift—The Drift® series 
of roses are a fantastic ground-
cover rose with a dwarf spreading 
habit perfect for small spaces, and 
glossy, attractive foliage. Available 
in seven colors, the Peach Drift® is 
especially fl oriferous, and is incred-
ibly beautiful when combined with 
‘Six Hills Giant’ catnip.  

Blush Noisette—One of the fi rst 
roses bred in America, Noisettes are 
a favorite of mine, with a clove-like 
fragrance and cupped double blush-
pink blooms that carry on from 
spring to fall. 

New Dawn—An outstanding 
climber, ‘New Dawn’ roses offer a 
dramatic spring display as well as 
sporadic blooms through summer 
and fall. The sweet fruity scent and 
pink-to-cream petals make it one 
of the most popular roses since its 
introduction in 1930. Plant with 
clematis for striking effect. 

Roses
Peter Mayle—One of the most 
fragrant of the Romantica® series 
of roses, ‘Peter Mayle’ has large, full 
dark-pink fl owers and a strong dam-
ask fragrance. I like to plant this rose 
in association with Asiatic lilies. 

The Sunny Knock Out—Vig-
orous and disease resistant, the 
golden-yellow fl owers of the Sunny 
Knock Out® transition to cream 
and have a delightful fragrance. 
You’ll fi nd it’s wonderful when 
paired with ‘Diamond Frost’ eu-
phorbia and gray Dusty Miller.    

The Blushing Knock Out—Like 
other Knock Out® Roses, this culti-
var is disease-resistant and doesn’t 
need pruning. The single, shell-
pink fl owers provide reliable color 
through the seasons. 

The Rainbow Knock Out—
Warm, coral-pink single fl owers 
with gorgeous yellow centers add 
a unique element to the landscape, 
and the compact and rounded 
growth habit makes them a great 
choice for smaller spaces. Try plant-
ing with purple fountain grass for a 
stunning combination. 

Shrubs & Annuals

Roses can be planted in Arkansas in 
spring or early fall, and should be 
placed in a well-drained location 
that gets at least four to six hours of 
sunlight each day and plenty of air 
circulation. 

P. Allen Smith’s Ultimate Flower Guide
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Daffodils—Spring blooming, partial to full sun. The harbinger 
of spring, daffodils come in varieties ranging from solid yellow to 
white with golden accents. Plant bulbs in large drifts for maximum 
visual impact, and remember that daffodils will spread over time. 
 

Tulips—Spring blooming, full sun. Plant tulips in the fall after tem-
peratures fall to 60°F or below. Pack the bulbs into containers or fi ll 
beds and borders for a profusion of elegance and color. ‘Maureen’ is 
an excellent white variety.  

Tall Bearded Iris—Spring blooming, partial to full sun. The 
most popular group of irises, the tall-bearded iris can tolerate tough 
conditions and is easy to grow. Plant in the fall for mid-spring fl ow-
ers that are extra beautiful when the seeds of poppies are sown 
among them.  

Louisiana Iris—Spring blooming, partial to full sun. This water-
loving iris grows natively in bogs and swamps, which means it per-
forms well when planted near or even in water. I like to submerge 
pots of Louisiana iris in my fountain for unexpected vertical interest.
 

Asiatic Lily—Summer blooming, full sun. Asiatic lilies are the 
easiest of all modern lily hybrids to grow. Plant in spring for mainte-
nance-free fl owers in the summer that are great for cutting. 

Elephant Ears—Summer blooming, shade to partial sun. There 
are a myriad of varieties of this versatile foliage plant, all of which 
boast beautiful, oversized leaves in colors ranging from bright green 
to purplish-black. Plant in spring in containers or in the landscape; 
they’re even good candidates for houseplants. 

Caladiums—Summer blooming, partial shade. The various culti-
vars of this foliage favorite range in color from green and white, to 
red and pink in a multitude of color combinations. Plant bulbs dur-
ing spring, in containers and landscapes—caladiums are especially 
striking when planted in large drifts of a single variety. 

Cannas—Summer blooming, partial shade. Fast growing and rang-
ing in heights from two- to six-feet-tall depending on the cultivar, 
cannas bring a profusion of color into the garden. Cannas will thrive 
in water gardens. 

Lily of the Nile—Summer blooming, full sun. Also known as aga-
panthus, these bulbs should be planted in spring in a well-drained 
location—this plant just won’t tolerate water-logged conditions. I 
prefer planting agapanthus in containers, which allows me move 
them around the garden. They also fl ower more profusely when the 
roots are bound.  

Sunflowers—Annual, full sun. Sow 
seeds in spring after the threat of 
frost has passed for gorgeous, col-
orful blooms from summer until 
fall. I plant them every three weeks 
or so for continuous cut fl owers for 
the house. 

Nasturtiums—Annual, partial to 
full sun. Sow seeds in late spring 
in beds, fl ower boxes and contain-
ers for late-summer to early fall 
blooms. Bonus: the fl owers and 
leaves are a tasty, peppery addition 
to salads.    
Cosmos—Annual, partial to full 
sun. Sow seeds in early spring or 
start indoors and transplant into the 
garden for an explosion of color 
from mid-summer until early fall. 
Try ‘Cosmic Orange’—beautiful 
with lantana. 

Amaranthus—Annual, full sun. 
Also known as ‘Joseph’s Coat’ and 
‘Summer Poinsettia,’ amaranthus is 
easy to grow and should be planted 
after the threat of frost has passed 
in spring. Colorful red and pink 
blooms will brighten up the land-
scape all season long. 

Marigolds—Annual, partial to 
full sun. For a profusion of bright, 
year-round color, plant en masse in 
spring after the threat of frost has 
passed. Perfect for borders, contain-
ers and window boxes.

Zinnias—Annual, full sun. After 
the last frost, sow seeds in large 
groups for a dramatic display of 
brilliant and diminutive blooms all 
summer. Ideal for petite cut-fl ower 
bouquets! 
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