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C
simple solutions

by P. Allen SMITH

F
rom replacing our stan-
dard Christmas lights 
with LED versions to 
recycling live trees after 
the season has passed, 
Christmas decorating 

gets greener and greener every 
year. And with the introduction of  

the line had to be both stylish and 
sustainable. 

For the P. Allen Smith Holiday 

styles—the Sterling, Grove, Rus-
tic Revival, Colonial and Classic 
Christmas collections—and worked 
with the Berry Family of  Nurseries 
on the creation of  each of  these. 
The decorative accessories for each 
collection range from mantelpieces 
and wreaths to candy canes, snow-

and centerpieces, and are assembled 
using sustainably harvested boughs 
from the great Noble Fir tree. The 
Noble Fir offers some of  the fullest 
and most fragrant greenery, includ-
ing the wreaths, which weigh in at 
an average of  three pounds! 

The boughs come from the low-
er branches of  Noble Fir trees that 
are located at an elevation ranging 
from 3,000 to 6,000 feet, where 
the trees are native in the Cascade 
Mountains of  western Oregon. The 
trees themselves are never cut down 
for their greenery; instead, boughs 
are hand-selected and trimmed 
from the tips of  the trees, a practice 
that encourages the trees to grow 
both stronger and taller. Noble Fir 
trees grow to over 100-feet-tall in 
the forest, and grow an average of  

one foot per year. Materials are har-
vested from trees between eight and 
40 feet in height. 

The forests of  Oregon provide 
habitat for an abundance of  wild-
life, while also preventing the ero-
sion of  soil into streams which en-

clean watersheds to live in. “Sus-
tainability efforts and preservation 
of  the land are important to our 
company,” says owner Heidi Ber-
ry. “And it’s exciting to bring the 
beauty of  the Cascades into homes 
across America for the holidays! Al-
len’s designs are a perfect example 
of  design and nature coming to-
gether beautifully.”

After the greenery is harvested, 
each piece is hand-tied by crafts-
men instead of  using a machine 
for one simple reason—it produces 
a more artful and higher quality 
product. Each branch is secured 
with wire and not pinched with 
clamps that tend to loosen as items 
are handled. Hand-tying also al-
lows for the wreaths and other 
pieces to be made to look and feel 
more abundant—a 20-inch wreath 
weighs more than three pounds! 
The product design is more con-
sistent and hand-tied decorations 
are far more secure than those that 
are simply placed on top of  the 
greenery and held in place with a 
wire pick. All unused branches in 
the making of  the holiday collec-
tion are mulched and incorporated 
into the company’s regular nursery 
planting mix.

Employing artisans instead of  
machines to do such detail-orient-

ed work has another advantage as 
well: it helps create jobs. For a more 
than two months each year, over 
200 people perform these special-
ized tasks. Most of  the craftsmen 
have been with the company for 
more than 10 years, while others 
have been working for more than 
20 years. These individuals know 
the high quality product we want to 

create and are dedicated to produc-
ing each and every beautiful piece. 
“There is a great pride and crafts-
manship put in every piece of  the 
holiday collection,” says Heidi. “We 
make each piece as if  it were going 
in our own homes.”

The P. Allen Smith Holiday Collec-
tion is available at www.pallensmithcol-
lections.com.
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WANT 

SMOOTH 
& SEXY 

HAIR?
KERATIN COMPLEX SMOOTHING THERAPY

SALON & SKIN CARE

479.273.9944
111-B WEST CENTRAL
DOWNTOWN BENTONVILLE

A BUMBLE & BUMBLE NETWORK SALON GLYMED PLUS ULTIMATE SKIN CARE

ALL HAIR TYPES
NEW!

  LASTS UP TO SIX WEEKS!




