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A Message from the Executive Director
Inspiring! Yes, inspiring! I was recently remind-
ed why I enjoy working with the cancer com-
munity – oncologists, nurses, administrators, 
patients and their families.  As a health care 
consultant, I’ve had the opportunity to work 
with a number of oncology practices throughout 
the state and have also been involved with sev-
eral professional oncology organizations over 
the years. Two years ago, I was asked to join the 
ACCF Board and serve as the Executive Direc-
tor. The opportunity came on the heels of the 
one year anniversary of the deaths of my father 
and great-uncle, both of which had lost their 
respective battles with cancer within weeks of 
one another. I found volunteering with the Foun-
dation to be a perfect way to honor these very 
special men while helping other cancer patients 
and their families. 

Earlier this year, I spoke with a patient who had 
expressed interested in hosting a fundraiser to 
benefit ACCF. Her name is Sherri Graves Smith 
and from our very first conversation, I was 
touched by her generosity, sincerity and exuber-
ant personality. She shared with me her idea 
of putting together a fundraiser with the help 
of her colleagues in The Coca-Cola Company’s 
Legal Division. Sherri’s idea became infectious 
among her family, friends, fellow attorneys and 
legal professionals. Before we all knew it – the 
big day, June 2nd arrived and it was more spec-
tacular and successful than I believe any of us 
ever imagined. You can read more about this 
truly wonderful event on the next page of this 
newsletter. The words “thank you” seem insuf-
ficient when expressing our gratitude towards 
Sherri and all of her wonderful colleagues. The 
lives that will be touched by such kindness and 
generosity are immeasurable.  

My involvement with ACCF has allowed me to 
meet several cancer patients and their families 
who have the desire to help others who may 
be facing situations similar to their own. James 
Kelly and his family approached ACCF last year 
with the idea of establishing a program to honor 
the memory of his wife and children’s mother, 
Nancy Kelly.  With the help of Jim Kelly’s family 
and friends, ACCF was able to establish the 

NKC Program that is specifically designed to 
assist cancer patients and their children.  A 
number of families have already benefited 
from this very special and unique program. 
Donations may be earmarked specifically for 
the NKC Program by visiting the ACCF Web site 
at www.atlantacancecarefoundation.org. 

It seems that nearly every day I find inspiration 
in working with the cancer community.  From 
the advances that have been made throughout 
the years in cancer treatments, to the tireless 
professionals who have dedicated their lives 
to taking care of cancer patients and the love, 
strength and resiliency that patients, fami-
lies and their friends show during the cancer 
journey. I am always amazed at how so many 
wonderful things can come out of the dreaded 
“C” word. For many, cancer is no longer a termi-
nal illness. It has become a chronic condition 
with the number of cancer survivors increas-
ing every day. Yes, it appears to be true that 
everyone’s lives at some point will be touched 
by cancer either personally or through someone 
you may know. It is comforting to know that 
there is a whole community of people to inspire 
and support those in their time of need. ACCF is 
one of those organizations that are specifically 
dedicated to that goal. I hope that you will also 
be inspired as you continue to read more about 
ACCF.  

Best wishes,

Andrea Warren-Smith
Executive Director

L-R: Andrea Warren-Smith, Sherri Graves Smith
and Bryan Miller

Survivor Profile: Evelina
59 years old
DeKalb County resident
Metastatic Breast Cancer Survivor

Evelina was originally diagnosed with 
breast cancer in October 2004, she 
underwent chemotherapy followed 
by a mastectomy, axillary lymph 
node dissection and hormonal 
treatment. In May 2009 the breast 

cancer recurred; additional chemotherapy 
and surgical intervention has been necessary.  
Unfortunately, part of the sequela from the 
disease and surgeries has been severe 
lymphedema of her right arm and hand; left 
untreated, lymphedema can result in chronic 
pain and limited range of motion, which makes 
some of the most basic tasks – like putting 
on a shirt or placing groceries in an overhead 
cabinet – a challenge.  

Despite use of pro bono legal services to appeal 
the denials, Evelina’s insurance has refused to 

continued on page 4



As they say, this may be one for the record books.  

The 2011 Inaugural Benefit hosted by The Legal 
Division of The Coca-Cola Company and the 
Atlanta Cancer Care Foundation was held on 
June 2nd at the World of Coca-Cola. The event 
was a tremendous success breaking all fund-
raising goals set by The Coca-Cola Company’s 
Legal Division including ticket sales, silent 
auction items and donations, raffle tickets, and 
sponsorships.  

Nearly 600 people were in attendance for this 
remarkable evening. Ted Hall, news anchor with 
11 Alive News in Atlanta served as the Master 
of Ceremonies. Guest Speakers included Geof-
frey J. Kelly, Senior Vice President and General 
Counsel of The Coca-Cola Company; Richard 
Carter, M.D., Medical Oncologist and President 
of the Atlanta Cancer Care Foundation; Thomas 
E. Seay, M.D., PhD, Medical Oncologist; and 
Sherri Graves Smith, guest of honor and cancer 
survivor. Sherri spoke eloquently about how her 
cancer diagnosis at age 36 changed her life and 

how she has seen 
how cancer can have 
not only a physical 
and emotional impact 
on a person’s life, but 
also a financial one. 
She chose to support 
ACCF because a 
major portion of the 
Foundation’s funding 
goes toward helping 
alleviate the financial 
burdens experienced 
by cancer patients 
throughout Metro Atlanta.  

The World of Coca-Cola served as an excellent 
venue for the event. Upon arrival, guests were 
provided with a booklet detailing the 100+ 
items available through the silent auction. 
Throughout the evening, attendees could mean-
der through the World of Coca-Cola visiting the 
unique displays and enjoying various Coca-Cola 
products offered around the world in the Taste 

Recap of the Atlanta Cancer Care Foundation’s Inaugural Benefit 
Hosted in Conjunction with The Legal Division of The Coca-Cola Company

 ~ An Evening of Courage, Hope & Strength ~

Luminaries: Giving Support, Making A Difference

It Room, wine and specialty cocktails as well as 
an array of incredibly delicious food, which was 
catered by A Legendary Event. Entertainment 
was provided by String Theory and Harpist, An-
gela Hairston. Raffle tickets were available for 
purchase throughout the evening for a chance 
to win one of three fabulous prizes. The silent 
auction was a big hit as it offered a huge variety 
of items ranging in everything from exotic travel 
getaways, to one-of-a-kind sports memorabilia, 
to designer merchandise. Highest bidders cer-
tainly came away with some terrific deals. To 
cap off the evening, each guest was provided 
with a commemorative bottle of Coca-Cola.

The Atlanta Cancer Care Foundation sincerely 
appreciates the support shown by Sherri Graves 
Smith’s family and friends, the entire Legal 
Division of The Coca-Cola Company, volunteers 
and the many sponsors and patrons of this 
extraordinary event.

 Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

Sherri Graves Smith
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Fall 2011

Generous donations were made as 
a tribute to the following people: 

Faye Amato

Laurie Bass

Brenda Berry

Michael Cabrera

Patrick Carolan

Reginald Cavill

Angela Cox

Arthur “Art” Dorsey

Grace Edwards

Katherine “Kitty” Field

Jeannie Reakirt-Gulbis

Bernard Greer Jr.

Brenda Hadaway

Kurt & Cheryl Holtzclaw

Mac & Lorraine Hunter

Helen Johns

Katherine Field

Kathleen Foye

Nancy Kelly

Mary Litterilla

Vivian Betty Miller

Margaret Pecic

Holly Proctor

Sara Shaw

Liliana Shepard

Sherri Graves Smith

Norma Templeman

Juliana Warren

Esther Whiteside

Thank you to Dr. Dubvosky, 
Richard Bondurant, and John Bettis 
for their very generous donations.

We would like to especially thank everyone 
who made a donation in memory of 
Nancy Kelly for the NKC Program.  

We would also like to thank the physicians 
and staff of Atlanta Cancer Care for their 

continued support of ACCF.

THANKS SO MUCH!
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We would like to extend a very special thank you to the many companies and patrons that 
sponsored the 2011 Inaugural Benefit – An Evening of Courage, Hope & Strength hosted by 

the Legal Division of The Coca-Cola Company and the Atlanta Cancer Care Foundation. 

A Special Thank You for a Special Night!

More photos online!
You can view a slideshow of photos from the 2011 Inaugural Benefit – 
An Evening of Courage, Hope & Strength on the ACCF Web site at 
www.atlantacancercarefoundation.org/inaugural_benefit.

Diamond Level

Platinum Level

Gold Level

Patron Level

Joel & Amy Neuman
Kathleen Ciaramello
Matt & Barbara Carswell
Anthony, Sandi & Cabrera Family
Angus & Jackie Haig
John & Susan Packman
Monica, Derek & Peyton Douglas
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Saturday, October 15th at 6:00 pm     
Atlanta Metal Scene United Against 
Cancer!
Halcyon Way, The 
Dreaded Marco, Rigorism, 
S.S. Vendetta-Skank, 
Inviolate and ThroatpuncH 
will perform at The Local 
at Sidelines in Marietta 
on October 15th, with all 
the proceeds benefiting 
the Atlanta Cancer Care 
Foundation.  Corporate 
sponsors include Top 
Of Mind Networks, The 
Perpetual Financial 
Group Inc., Avalanche 
Entertainment and 
Hennessy Transportation, 
among other local 
businesses. 

Many cancer patients require platelet and red blood cell 
transfusions or other blood products (e.g. plasma) so LifeSouth 
Community Blood Centers will be at the event to collect blood 
donations. Please join us to donate blood and rock out with 
local heavy metal bands to make a difference!

For more information and to buy tickets in advance: 
www.halcyonway.com/tickets

Saturday, October 15th
Margaritas with a Mission
The Atlanta Cancer Care Foundation is proud to support the 
Forsyth Fights Cancer Committee’s annual Margaritas with a 
Mission on Saturday, October 15th at the Windmere Golf & 
Country Club to benefit the American Cancer Society. For more 
information visit: www.margaritaswithamission.org

October
Breast Cancer Awareness Month
The Georgia Aquarium will be lit up in pink during 
the entire month of October in celebration of 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

HAPPENINGS & EVENTS

cover lymphedema therapy. Even at a discounted rate, therapy can easily 
be cost prohibitive for a disabled adult who is on a fixed monthly income. 
We are very pleased to share that ACCF has removed the financial barrier, 
Evelina is currently receiving outpatient rehabilitation services at a local 
hospital. Our Board of Directors would like to thank Evelina for sharing 
her personal story and to all of you who continue to help make ACCF’s 
delivery of its mission possible.

Survivor Profile: Evelina
continued from page 1

ACCF merchandise is available for select 
donation amounts at any Atlanta Cancer 
Care office or online through the ACCF Web 
site at www.atlantacancercarefoundation.
org. Show your support by sporting some 
fashionable ACCF attire! 

A limited supply of pink ACCF lunch coolers 
and squeezable stress relief hearts are avail-
able in honor of breast cancer awareness 
month (October).

Getting ready to shop online?  Please 
remember to visit igivesmart.com/accf 
first and select the Atlanta Cancer Care 
Foundation. National retailers will give a 
percentage of the sale back to ACCF – at 
no additional costs to you. Every penny 

adds up so let’s go shopping! And don’t forget the holidays are just 
around the corner – bookmark igivesmart.com/accf and use it every 
time you shop online.

Become an ACCF Friend on Facebook!  
We invite you to share your photos and 
stories of inspiration on the Atlanta 
Cancer Care Foundation Facebook 
page. Visit the ACCF Web site and use 
the Facebook link from our home page, or search for Atlanta Cancer Care 
Foundation on Facebook.

Make a secure online donation by visiting the ACCF 
Web site at www.atlantacancercarefoundation.org. 
The Atlanta Cancer Care Foundation is a 501c (3) 
organization. All donations are tax deductible. 

Donations can also be made by mailing a check to 
our address at 5670 Peachtree Dunwoody Road, Suite 1100 Atlanta, 
GA 30342. Please make checks payable to the Atlanta Cancer Care 
Foundation.

Four Great Ways to Show Your Support 
for the Atlanta Cancer Care Foundation! 
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