
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Disability Policy Consortium  
Budget Priorities 

 
1. Increase funding for The Alternative Housing Voucher Program (AHVP): line Item 7004-

9030.AHVP is the state’s only housing program specifically for people with disabilities under 
age 60. It was created in 1996 to mitigate against the Commonwealth’s imposition of a 
13.5% quota on people with disabilities under age 60 living in elderly/disabled buildings. At 
the time, AHVP provided 800 vouchers, roughly equivalent to the number of units lost. In the 
following years, funding cuts and the rising price of housing drove the program steadily 
downward, to a low of just 419 vouchers in FY 2014. The FY 16 budget increased funding 
for the line item by $1.05 million, enough to bring the program up to 554 vouchers. 
 
However, while this partial restoration was welcomed, it is not enough. As of October 2014 
(the most recent data available), there were more than 2,000 people with disabilities on 
AHVP waiting lists in the 17 of 23 housing authorities that reported numbers. More than 
30,000 people with disabilities are currently on the MA Section 8 waiting lists, and as of 
December 2015 there were 99 people with disabilities under age 60 living in nursing homes, 
costing the state upward of  $100,000/year each, who are ready to move into the community 
through the federal Money Follows the Person program but have no affordable accessible 
housing to transition into. Nationwide, people with disabilities are more than twice as likely to 
be homeless as members of the general population. AHVP helps to solve that problem, and 
it frees people to live independently in housing of their own choice. 
 
DPC recommends a $2.5 million increase for line item 7004-9030, which would bring 
the program up to $7.1 million and fully restore the 800 vouchers it provided in 1996. 

 
2. Defeat the Governor’s Proposal to eliminate TAFDC (Transitional Aid to Families with 

Dependent Children) benefits for families receiving SSI 
 

The Governor’s H2 Budget proposes to count SSI benefits in determining eligibility for 
TAFDC. The Administration estimates that this will make 6,900 families ineligible for TAFDC 
and will cut benefits for another 1,600 families. The Administration claims that counting SSI 
will allow it to reduce the TAFDC account (4403-2000) by $27 million in FY 17. SSI has 
never been counted as income for TAFDC purposes as income in Massachusetts since the 
program was established in 1972.  

 
For a family of 3 in which one member gets SSI benefits and two collect TAFDC benefits, 
total monthly income is just $1,254 per month. For the 6,900 families who will lose TAFDC 
benefits under the governor’s proposal, that would fall to just $763 per month, just 45% of 
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the federal poverty line for a family of 31. This proposal specifically targets people with 
disabilities who are already at increased risk of poverty, and it punishes families for having 
disabled members. 
 
Furthermore, this program will not save the state money. For those with housing vouchers 
who pay a percentage of their income, falling incomes would result in reduced rent 
payments to state agencies and housing authorities of more than $8.5 million, including 
more than $2 million to DHCD alone, seriously straining housing programs. The larger risk, 
however, is that of increased family homelessness. At present, an estimated 3,325 families 
receiving both SSI and TAFDC benefits are paying private market rent. If just 800 of them 
fall into homelessness, the price just to provide them with emergency shelter services would 
exceed $30 million. This is without even considering the lack of capacity in the motel 
program to accommodate 800 more families, or the increased costs for healthcare, mental 
health services, and emergency services that such a wave of increased family 
homelessness would lead to. 
 
The Disability Policy Consortium urges the legislature to reject the Governor’s 
proposal and continue to not count SSI benefits for TAFDC purposes.  

 
 
3. Increase funding to the Massachusetts Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
 

MCDHH has been disproportionately cut over the past 15 years reducing it to an all-time low 
of $5.4 million as of the release of H2. Since 2001 it has lost 37 positions and significant 
funding for community-based services like Deaf and Hard of hearing Independent Living 
Services (DHILS) that teach independent living skills, advocate for Deaf and hard of hearing 
consumers, assist with benefits and find housing among other things. In recent years there 
have been an increasing number of Deaf children that the Department of Children and 
Families have tried to remove from Deaf parents and the DHILS programs have intervened 
and prevented removal. The agency is at the point of serious lack of capacity to fulfill its 
statutorily required mandates. 

 
DPC recommends a $2.5 million increase to line item 4125-0100 to bring MCDHH back 
to its 2001 funding level and fully restore vital staffing positions and funding for 
DHILS. 
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1 http://www.masslegalhelp.org/housing/poverty-guidelines 


