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FADE IN:

INT. DINING ROOM - FAMILY-THEMED RESTAURANT - EVENING

MICHAEL, a 20-something with shaggy brown hair, sings and 
claps along with a bunch of other brightly dressed coworkers. 
His smile is plastered on.

In front of them, smiling and drooling and dropping things on 
the floor, is a toddler with a far-too-large ice cream sundae 
planted at his seat at the table.

SERVERS
(singing)

Happy birthday, have a happy 
birthday. Happy birthday, have a 
happy day.

The song speeds up as it goes along, everyone’s smiles 
stretching wider and wider to the breaking point.

SERVERS (CONT’D)
(singing)

Happy birthday, happy happy happy. 
Hope your birthday is as happy as 
it’s happy.

The song ends and the servers file away. Michael lingers to 
drop the check on the table.

Before he can even turn away, one of the parents at the table 
is filling in the “Tip” line on the check with a whole lot of 
small digits.

MICHAEL
Thank you so much for coming in.

His sarcasm isn’t hidden.

As he turns and starts to walk away, the cold steel of a gun 
barrel pushes against his temple.

BANG. The gun goes off.

Michael slumps to the floor, the gun in his own hand, as 
people start to panic, the toddler with the birthday sundae 
now covered in a dripping red liquid.



INT. DRAB OFFICE BUILDING - EVENING

CHUCK, another 20-something, but with darker shaggy hair, 
spins in his desk chair. He watches the clock as he goes 
around. It’s not rotating as fast as he is.

When his world finally stops spinning, he settles on watching 
the OLD MAN at the desk across the hall. He’s hardly moving.

No, in fact, he’s not moving at all.

Chuck starts to stand up, but finally the Old Man stirs.

Chuck sits back down and watches.

And watches.

And watches.

Before his eyes, the old man starts to decay at his desk. 
Chuck jumps up again.

He rushes over to the man, but by the time he gets there, all 
that’s left is a pile of dust. The Old Man’s chair slowly 
spins.

Chuck sighs. Then sneezes.
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