
Autumn 2012 

A Newsletter for the Families and Friends of the Monastery of Our Lady of the Rosary 

The Year of Faith 
Last year, our Holy Father, Benedict XVI announced that from October 11, 2012 to Novem-
ber 24, 2013 the Church will celebrate a Year of Faith. This invitation by the Church to 
deepen the gift of Faith in our lives is tremendous gift of grace! Hopefully, there will be am-
ple opportunities to avail yourself of initiatives in your parishes that will help deepen this 
theological virtue in your life. The Holy Father wrote in the letter initiating the Year of Faith 
that it “is a summons to an authentic and renewed conversion to the Lord, the one Savior of 
the world.”  
 

We really encourage you to read the whole letter Pope Benedict XVI wrote. It is a beautiful meditation on the gift 
of Faith that has been given to us by God! It is entitled Porta fidei , The Door of Faith. There is a special website 
devoted to the Year of Faith: www.annusfidei.va .  You can find the Holy Father’s letter there along with many 
resources for your own personal growth, for use in parishes or special groups.  
 
The Church has great hopes for us as each one of us celebrates this Year of Grace. “In our days too faith is a gift to 
rediscover, to cultivate and to bear witness to” because the Lord “grants each one of us to live the beauty and joy 
of being Christians.”  
 

On 1 April, Palm Sunday this year, our little Sr. Mary Peter of 
Jesus Crucified went home to God at the age of 96. Sister had 
been living at the Dominican Sisters of Caldwell infirmary for 
the past few years since our community was unable to pro-
vide the medical care she required. Well-loved by everyone, 
sister was especially popular with the novitiate sisters who 
loved her persevering humor in the face of illness and aging. 
Some of sister’s most cherished advice to the young sisters 
was: “It’s a good life if you don’t weaken!” and “When God 
calls, you go!” All of our able-bodied sisters were able to visit 

sister the day that she passed away with the majority present at her death.  To pick only 
one edifying story from her death: when our chaplain, Fr. Gregory Salomone O.P., was 
anointing sister she seemed oblivious to everything. However when Father asked an-
other sister if she thought Sr. Mary Peter would like to kiss the relic crucifix, Sr. Mary 
Peter (who has been profoundly deaf for many years) suddenly opened her eyes and 
energetically reached for the crucifix to kiss. Afterwards she went back to being unre-
sponsive. She is greatly missed.  

Sister Mary Peter of Jesus Crucified 1916—2012 

Sr. Peter’s great niece, Cara Misiurski with her children, 
Ivy Providence, Charlie and Klein pray before Sister’s 
coffin in the monastery cemetery.  



Novitiate News! 

Sr. Mary Cecilia of the Annunciation made First Profession 
on May 8, 2012, feast of the Patronage of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary over the Order of Preachers.  
 

Left: Fr. John Paul Walker, OP, Ronald Duran,  
Charles Martin, Richard Sofie, Fr. Gregory Salomone, OP. 
 

 

T here is a lot of talk that religious life is dying out but you wouldn’t know it here at Rosary Shrine! This sum-
mer we had two young women make an Aspirancy—a period of time living with us to discern if God is call-

ing them to our monastic life.  Both Aisling (left) who is from Ireland and Weronika (below), originally from 
Canada but now living in Wisconsin, hope they can return soon as postulants.  
 
And why is our postulant, Sr. Deepa Kingry smiling.? Well, first she is happy to have entered on June 14th and 
second, she is looking forward to being clothed in the Holy Habit on October 2nd!  

 
What about you? Perhaps God is inviting you to join  
us in praising him and interceding night and day 
for the salvation of souls! 



On 9 March, Fox News visited our monastery to film a seg-
ment on our life, soap department, and True Copy of the 
Shroud of Turin. The day began with filming our novitiate 
sisters crafting a variety of soap products. Religion corre-
spondent from Fox, Lauren Green, even took a turn at blend-
ing a batch of hand lotion! Then it was time to interview Sis-
ter Mary Catharine, the genius behind our St. Margaret of 
Hungary Soap Department. The interview was very tastefully 
done in our choir and the cameras quickly moved on to film-
ing the Shroud.  

 The segment was shown on April 1st, Palm Sunday and the orders came pouring in! As 
a result we were able to give the Soap Department a much needed renovation and the “soap 
sisters” are thrilled with their new work room.  

Yard and Bake Sale a Great Success! 
Our first ever Yard and Bake Sale, held on June 2nd was an outstanding suc-
cess! Thanks to Lambie Newsham and the many, many dedicated volunteers 
of the Rosary Shrine Guild and others friends as well, a great time was had 
by all. Needed funds were raised to help with the ongoing repairs of the 
monastery.  

 
For weeks donations of 
goods were coming in and 
we were in awe at how for 2 
days the volunteers sorted 
and arranged all the items 
into categories and eye-
catching displays.  
 
Meanwhile, the Sisters were busy creating special items from the Seignadou 
Soaps and making all sorts of goodies: cookies, apple pies, bread, fudge and 
even (Sa)Bina biscuits!  
 
Thank you and may God reward each of our wonderful volunteers for all their 

hard work and to all who came on that day! We are grateful for your support!  

Top: Lambie Newsham displays some of the outside wares. Bottom left: Ann Kilminster, Tori and Margie Roeck work inside St. 
Dominic’s Hall which was filled with bargains for everyone. Middle: The Sisters work to bake items for the Monastery Munchie 
Room. Right: Melissa Nugent, Clare O’ Meara, Marie Martini and Margie Roeck stop their sorting just long enough for Sister to 
take their photo!  

Seignadou Soaps Get a Boost from Fox News! 

First order of business! Sr. Maria Teresa hangs the Crucifix 
in the newly renovated Seigndou Soaps workroom.  
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The Sisters in the Seignadou Soap Department have been working hard 
this summer in our new workroom experimenting with new scents and 
ingredients for the coming Christmas season! 
 
Do consider visiting our website: www.nunsospsummit.org/shop to 
learn about our Seignadou Soap products and to purchase something for 
everyone on your Christmas list!  
 
You might like our Cinnamon Spice (and all that’s nice) Gift Soap. Each 
(approx.) 3-oz. soap is nestled in a clear gift box and tied with a glittering 
bow.  
 
We don’t just make nearly 20 varieties of soap! We also make wonderful 
handcremes, lip balm, room sprays and carry a generous selection of gift 
sets. We have Dominican books, statues and medals, too.  
 
We do special orders for weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, showers, and 
many other occasions. We’re happy to work with you in coming up with 
the perfect party favor. 
 
Our products are also available at the monastery gift shop.  
 
 

  Visit us on the web  
for news about the  

monastery! 
www.nunsopsummit.org 

DON’T FORGET SEIGNADOU SOAP PRODUCTS FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS!  

Some of the Sisters with our Dominican brother, 
Bishop Christopher Cardone, OP, bishop of Auki, 
Solomon Islands.  


