
MANDY MARTIN

A u s T R A l I A N  G A l l e R I e s

D E R B Y  S T R E E T

Deser t Lake

but all night

long the red

dreams*

MANDY MARTIN

Cover: Burnt patch at Handover Camp  2013  pigment and oil on linen  180 x 180 cm

*stanza Desert Lake William L. Fox

www.mandy-martin.com

Photography: John Brash
6 - 23 June 2013

Cold burn, Paruku  2013  pigment and oil on linen  50 x 50 cm Hot burn, Tanami Desert  2013  pigment and oil on linen  50 x 50 cm

Recent hot burn, Paruku  2013  pigment and oil on linen  50 x 50 cm Burn, Tanami Desert  2013  pigment and oil on linen  50 x 50 cm

Falling star 1 - study  2011  pigment and acrylic on Arches paper  56 x 180 cm

Falling star 4  2012  pigment and oil on linen  76 x 280 cm

Falling star 5  2012  pigment and oil on linen  76 x 280 cm

Falling star 3  2012  pigment and oil on linen  76 x 280 cm

MELBOURNE: Derby Street  03 9417 4303   Smith Street  03 9417 0800   Stock Rooms 03 9417 2422   SYDNEY: Roylston Street  02 9360 5177    

enquiries@australiangalleries.com.au  australiangalleries.com.au  Design and Production by       Publishing  Member Australian Commercial Galleries Association  

A U S t R A L i A N  G A L L E R i E S  



MANDY MARTIN   Deser t  Lake

Paruku is the place that white people call Lake Gregory and it is located in the tanami 

Desert, Western Australia. it is Walmajarri land, and its people live on their Country in 

the communities of Mulan and Billiluna.

Not only is Paruku of national significance for waterbirds, but it has also helped uncover 

the past climatic and human history of Australia. Paruku’s cultural and environmental 

values inspire Indigenous and visiting Kartiya (white) artists, they define the place as 

an enduring home for the Walmajarri, and have led to its declaration as an indigenous 

Protected Area.

Mandy Martin approached Kim Mahood in 2010 with a proposal and funding to 

undertake an art and environment project in the Eastern Kimberley. Mandy had visited 

and painted at the Lake a few years earlier. Kim was working with the Paruku indigenous 

Protected Area for several months every year, and agreed to facilitate what became 

known as the Paruku Project with the Walmajarri people. As several scientists, including 

Professor James Bowler, the scientist who discovered the first Lake Mungo burial sites in 

New South Wales, had also been working at Paruku over many years, the intersections 

among Indigenous, scientific and artistic approaches to the Lake became the focus of the 

project. Jim Bowler, is the distinguished opening speaker for this exhibition and will also 

launch Desert Lake: Art, Science and Stories from Paruku. Editors: Steve Morton, 

Mandy Martin, Kim Mahood and John Carty. CSiRO Publishing 2013

During 2011 and 2012 the Kartiya project team assembled at Paruku for several weeks 

of intense activity and collaboration with the Mulan Community. We came from diverse 

backgrounds, with varied perspectives and understandings. We understand the Lake and 

each other in complex, complementary and sometimes contradictory ways. But this 

multiplicity is a kind of truth and honesty about how things are in Australia now.

Mandy Martin has invited Alexander Boynes, digital paintings on aluminium; 

David Leece, acrylic on linen paintings; David taylor, digital photography and 

Laura Boynes, DVD, to contribute works to her exhibition. Some of those works were 

selected from the Paruku Project. Biographies for all artists are available in Desert Lake: 

Art, Science and Stories from Paruku and from Australian Galleries.

We acknowledge the Walmajarri people of Mulan for welcoming us to Paruku, for 

working with us and giving us permission to make artworks about their Country.

the Paruku Project was assisted in many ways by diverse partners including 

Stuart Purves and Australian Galleries who helped launch the project at Roylston Street, 

Sydney in 2011. the artworks, DVD, website and book, tell some of the Paruku stories 

– about country, people, art, science and culture. the website traces the evolution of the 

project and the DVD can be viewed and downloaded at: 

http://parukuproject.wordpress.com/, CSiRO and www.mandy-martin.com

the collection of Walmajarri paintings created for the Paruku Project has been gifted to 

the Center for Art + Environment, Nevada Museum of Art, Reno along with works from 

Mandy Martin, David Leece and David taylor. together with the Desert Lake Print folio, 

book and DVD, these will all be exhibited at the Nevada Museum in June – November 

2014, to coincide with the next Art + Environment Conference at the Nevada Museum 

of Art.

i decided to make studies of the Lake while i was at Paruku but make studio paintings 

at home about it. David Leece and i had been re-reading David Malouf ’s Ransom and i 

DAVID leeCe

David Leece is an architect, managing a large practice in 

Melbourne, undertaking major work across Australia. He 

is also an avid conservationist expressing his passion for 

the landscape through painting and photography, and has 

undertaken numerous projects in remote areas.

had also been thinking about passages from his An Imaginary Life. in both books, the 

shoreline is the memorable stage-set for human drama. the passage It is time, not 

space, he is staring into, captures the feeling of awe we felt gazing at, or into, or even 

from Paruku. As an artist it was tempting to walk straight to the Lake and, like many 

of the haunting photos taken of it, paint the dramatic dead trees in their watery 

environment. But i hesitated, feeling there was more for me to say by stepping back 

beyond the littoral zone of dead trees and samphire, into the surrounding grasses, 

coolibah, termite mounds and red sand.

i decided to use the panoramic format to slip back among the trees and grasses, to 

picture with the natural pan of the eyes some of the different elements at play in this 

environment. the viewpoint i chose was not elevated but often sitting or crouching in 

the grasses or standing under the trees with my ironing-board easel.

Walmajarri traditional Owner, Hanson Pye named my paintings of the Lake, ‘Falling 

Star’, for the place at Paruku where all the dead trees point straight up after the star 

fell into the middle of the Lake.

Another dramatic aspect of Paruku are the perpetual fires burning, creating ash, 

smoky hazes and acrid winds. These are partly traditional firestick burns but 

sometimes they are started by lightning, kids being naughty, people mustering cattle or 

simply to clean an area. i became increasingly fascinated with these burnt patches or 

at times, vast areas, burnt by hot fires. I made many drawings in my sketch book and 

the fire paintings in this exhibition are painted from those.

Mandy Martin 

May 2013

BiOGRAPHiC AL DEtAiLS

Mandy Martin is an artist with a national and international reputation for conservation 

and landscape, who has worked across the Australian deserts and waterways. this 

is her third major project involving art, science and stories in Australian deserts, 

the previous volume, co-edited with Libby Robin and Chris Dickman, being Desert 

Channels: The Impulse to Conserve, CSiRO Publishing, 2010. 

Martin was born in 1952 in Adelaide and studied at the South Australian School of 

Art from 1972 - 75. Between1978 - 2003 she was a lecturer at the School of Art, 

Australian National University and then a Fellow there between 2003 - 06. She is 

currently an Adjunct Professor at the Fenner School of Environment and Society, 

Australian National University, Canberra.

Martin has held numerous solo exhibitions in Australia, Mexico and the USA as well 

as being included in curated group exhibitions in Australia, France, Germany, Japan, 

taiwan, USA and italy. Her works are in many public and private collections including 

the National Gallery of Australia, National Gallery of Victoria, the Art Gallery of New 

South Wales, the Art Gallery of Western Australia and several regional and university 

collections. in the USA she is represented in the Guggenheim Museum, New York.

DAVID TAYlOR

David taylor is a sheep and cattle breeder near 

Albury, NSW. He now consults on stock management 

and sustainable dry-land management. He is a keen 

photographer and aviator.  His most recent show was at 

Artspace, Wodonga, NSW. 

www.dtaylorphotos.com

lAuRA BOYNes

Laura Boynes is based in Perth and is a dancer, choreographer 

and film-maker. She has spent extensive time in Aboriginal 

communities throughout the Pilbara, Gascoyne and 

Kimberley regions of WA, teaching dance and making 

documentary films. In 2009 Laura made Painting Country with 

Mandy Martin and Mangkaja Artists in the Fitzroy River Valley.

AleXANDeR BOYNes

Alexander Boynes is a Canberra based artist, curator and 

program manager at the Canberra Contemporary Art 

Space and has exhibited nationally and internationally. this 

most recent body of work emerged from time spent with 

indigenous youth in Mulan, and the hope for a positive future 

for contemporary Australia. 

www.alexanderboynes.com
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