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I.   Introduction1: 
 

From the womb of the morning like dew, your youth will come to you (Psalm 110:3) 
 

 “Like dew” youth are a temporary feature in the lives of parents (vii). 
 Youth do not have to be dealt with—if ignored they will eventually disappear into 

adulthood (vii). 
 There are ways to dismiss or avoid the adolescent and still keep up the appearances 

of being a parent (vii). 
 Parenthood is not defined by adolescence—most of the essentials are in place by the 

time our children arrive at adolescence (vii-viii). 
 The ambiguities of the light and shadow in the Psalm are appropriate to the 

ambiguities in the half-formed individuals which are youth (viii) 
 
 
II.  Teens are a Gift from God2 
 
Teens introduce change into the household because they are changing …  

 The moment an adolescent appears in a family (intrudes is what it feels like) the 
home is no longer ordinary. Because it takes place so suddenly, and is so 
unprecedented and unheralded, parents assume that something exceptional is going 
on in their homes…. But there are no well-adjusted adolescents. Adolescence is, by 
definition, maladjustment. And getting adjusted is a strenuous and often noisy 
process…. adolescence is insistently various and energetic, and it pulls everyone in 
the vicinity (and most emphatically parents) into the wild and wonderful scenery. (1-
2)  

 Adolescents are, more than anything else, growing up. They do not do it quietly. 
They do not stay in their rooms and grow up in isolation; they do not restrict their 
growing to the times when they are safely among peers. Their growing spills out, 
unsystematically, all over the place. In this way adolescents, energetically modeling 
and insistently stimulating growth, are God's gift to parents who are in danger of 
being arrested in their own growth. (7-8)  

 
God knows what we need as middle-aged parents …  

 Adolescence is also a gift, God's gift, to the parent in middle-age. For adolescence is 
not only the process designed by the Creator to bring children to adulthood, it is also 
designed by the Creator to provide something essential for parents during 
correspondingly critical years in their lives. (2)  

 At the very time in life (young adulthood) when it is most easy to suppose that 
we are in control, that the world owes us a living, that through our education and 
training we have reduced our environment to something manageable— at this time 
God gives us a child to restore our sense of creaturehood, our own sense of being a 
child of God, so we may experience a renewal of the prerequisite condition for 
entering the kingdom of God (Matt. 18:1-3). (2)  

 If the infant is God's gift to the young adult, so the adolescent is a gift to the middle-
aged. The adolescent is "born" into our lives during our middle decades (when we 
are in our thirties, forties, and fifties). In these middle decades of life we are prone 
to stagnation and depression (3) 

                                                
1 Petersen, Eugene. Like Dew Your Youth. Eerdmans. 1994. The pages numbers indicate direct quotes from the 
chapter. 
2 Ibid. 
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 And then God's gift: in the rather awkward packaging of the adolescent God brings 
into our lives a challenge to grow, testing our love, chastening our hope, pushing our 
faith to the edge of the abyss. It comes at just the right time. All the realities 
that have become hackneyed and trite are suddenly in fresh form before us, 
demanding response, requiring participation. (3-4)  

 
 
The goal is the same for parent and the teen … 

 The most significant growing up that any person does is growing up in Christ. All 
other growing up is a preparation for or ancillary to this growing up. (4)  

 The human task is to become mature not only within ourselves but in our 
relationship with God and with other persons. (Luke 1:80) (Luke 2:52) (Eph.4:13, 
14) (4)  

 All growing up is drawn into the act of growing up into Christ. Growing up in Christ 
centers and models all growing up. (4)  

 Every parent of an adolescent is thus provided with a gift— a kind of living laboratory 
in which to take the data of growing up, work experiments with it in personal 
ways, and then experience it in an act of faith to the glory of God. Parents don't 
always look at it this way.  (4-5)  

 [Peterson’s] purpose is to block any approach that reduces adolescence to a problem 
that must be solved and insist that it is an experience to be entered into by the 
middle-aged as well as by the young as a means for growing up. (5) [Paul Tripp 
takes the same approach in his book, The Age of Opportunity] 

 If there is a deformation to which middle-aged Christian disciples are subject, it is 
the assumption that, because they have completed their growth biologically and 
have certification of their growth educationally and professionally, there is no more 
growing to be done. They develop a blind spot concerning personal growth. Growth 
is that which must be gotten through in order to get to be an adult: "Oh, hurry and 
grow up, won't you?" Growth is the delight of the child and the agony of youth, but it 
is not natural to the middle-aged. That is the blind spot fatal to Christian 
discipleship. (7)  

 The very nature of relationship with God has growth at its center. (7)  
 Two basic parental responses: 

o Parents [can] remove themselves from the processes of growth and only 
preside over the growth of their child: “I will provide the guidelines, I will make 
the rules, I will determine the course of your growth." Such a position can be 
either benevolent or despotic, but it is, in either case, detached. (8)  

o Or parents disqualify themselves from further growth by saying, "I've made 
such a mess of my own growing up that I am not going to share in yours— I'll 
help you where I can, but don't expect me to grow." 

 Everyone grows when we parent by faith in Christ … 
o Parents of adolescents, it seems to me, are not at their best when they do the 

right things or say the rights things, but when, in faith, they plunge into the 
process of growth. (8)  

o They don't have to be experts in psychology or to have read the latest book on 
adolescent emotions, and they don't have to live perfect lives, but they must 
take seriously what they are doing, which is growing up in Christ. They must do 
it openly before adolescents so that the adolescents can observe, imitate, and 
make mistakes in the context of care and faith. (9)  

o The task of the parent, in other words, is not to confront directly the problems 
of the young and find the best solutions to them; it is to confront life, and 
Christ in life, and deal with that. A parent's main job is not to be a parent, but 
to be a person. (10)  
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o The parent's main task is to be vulnerable in a living demonstration that 
adulthood is full, alive, and Christian. (10)  

 
 
III.  An Overview of Differences Associated with the Teen Years3 

 
Toddlers through Childhood Years Teen Years 

“The child needs, rarely questions, 
and ordinarily appreciates the physical 
protection, the intelligent guidance, and the 
emotional warmth of parents” (6) 

The teens no longer thinks they need, constantly 
question, and hardly appreciate the all the 
parents lovingly offer 

In saying “no,” the toddler’s main opposition is 
the parent (28) 

In saying “no,” the teen’s main opposition is God 
(28) 

“During the years of childhood, parents are 
accepted uncritically. Children, it is true, rebel 
at rules and defy commands. They disobey and 
ignore parents. But as they do it they do 
not usually mean anything personal about it. 
They are not evaluating the parental word or 
questioning the parental authority” (). 

“And then, with the onset of adolescence, they 
do. It must be quite a shock to wake up one day 
to the realization that parents are neither 
omnipotent nor omniscient (they learned, 
several years ago, that they were not 
omnipresent). Adolescents begin to see a wider 
world of morality. They gain the ability to 
conceive moral principles. Morality, which for the 
child is an unorganized collection of do's and 
don'ts, begins to fit into a pattern” (64). 

“Infants and young children live in the present. 
They have almost no historical sense. They are 
absorbed in what is. That is, in fact, one of the 
attractions of childhood— the capacity to 
lose oneself completely in the now” (71) 

“But in adolescence the capacity to imagine 
forward, to plan ahead, to anticipate, 
awakens” (71). 
 
 

“Until they become adolescents, with their 
growth spurt in spiritual capacity and their 
huge hunger for transcendence, children are 
not capable of being tempted in this way. As 
long as they are children, mostly dependent on 
others for their welfare, it never occurs to them 
that they might make it "on their own." (93) 
 

“Emerging into adolescence, children become 
capable of realizing the spirituality of sin. Sin is 
not merely something that they are forbidden to 
do because God says they must not 
under penalty of hellfire. They gradually (or 
suddenly!) realize that sin is an offer of godlike 
independence, it is an offer to "be like God, 
knowing good and evil" (Gen. 3:5)” (93) 
 
“But at adolescence, with adulthood in sight, 
they are impatient to throw off the restrictions of 
childhood and reach for adulthood, and the devil 
promises a shortcut by promising godhead. 
Prohibitions are no longer accepted as "for their 
own good," but resented as restrictive, denying 
them access to a spirituality which is theirs by 
right” (93) 

It is the moral dimensions of sin that 
are prominent in childhood—matters of 
behavior that put them in danger and/or make 
them hard to live with (93-94)  

it is the spiritual dimensions of sin that surface 
in adolescence—the quest for meaning and 
purpose and significance (93-94)  

“Previous to adolescence, the no 
consisted primarily of prohibitions. Prohibitions 
forbid certain behaviors because they are 
dangerous either to the self or to society” (95)  

“But there comes a time when prohibitions need 
to develop into renunciations, when the no 
imposed from the outside needs to become the 
no embraced from the inside” (96).  

 

                                                
3 Petersen, Eugene. Like Dew Your Youth. Eerdmans. 1994. The pages numbers indicate direct quotes from the 
chapter. 
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IV.  Changing in Parenting Across the Years4 
 

Parenting prior to the Teen Years Parenting during the Teen Years 
“Prior to adolescence, parents are used to 
being in nearly total control of their children. 
They are both stronger and wiser during those 
years. Parental strength and wisdom are 
necessary for the child's survival” (6) 

“Adolescence abruptly introduces new factors. 
The stable supply demand equilibrium which 
worked throughout childhood is thrown 
into disorder. Parents do not improve family life 
at this juncture by doing more vehemently the 
same things they have been doing all along. 
Strength and wisdom adequate through 
childhood years no longer work. New ways of 
sharing strength and new ways of 
communicating insight are needed” (6). 

“Through the years of childhood, parents 
severely circumscribe the exercise of free will. 
Children are free to arrange blocks the way 
they wish; they are not free to arrange 
the furniture. They are allowed to choose 
whether to wear blue or red shirts to school; 
they are not allowed to choose whether to go 
to school or not. The essential, life-significant 
matters are out of reach of their will. When a 
decision would affect their own future or the 
community's comfort they are not permitted to 
make a choice” (12). 

For one of the difficulties of parents is that they 
are, must be, outsiders to this process [of 
developing identity]. They cannot do very 
much— at least not directly. Youths in process of 
"finding out who I am" use parents as a foil. 
Self-identity must be formed apart from the 
parent. Which means that the parent is going to 
feel left out, rejected, defied, and unappreciated. 
Parents cannot, as they are accustomed to doing 
through the childhood years, share each hurt 
and be closely involved in each detail. 
There must be some alienation during the 
adolescent years” (19). 
 

“And that is a shift, for it was the other way 
around during the years of child hood. Then the 
parental task was to teach the child obedience” 
(31) 

“The question that parents with adolescents 
need to answer is not, "How do I get my child to 
obey me?" but, "How can I properly and wisely 
exercise my authority?" (31)  
 
“But once the child reaches adolescence 
the parents must spend much more time and 
attention on the way they exercise authority, 
and correspondingly less on worrying whether 
obedience is forthcoming” (31). 

Parents of toddlers or school-age kids are not 
regularly confronted with issues of morality—
peace, love, justice, honesty, righteousness. 
 
“For years parents are in a position of saying 
things to their children whether they, the 
parents, believe in them or not, whether they 
feel them or not…. But the result is that 
parents get used to dividing what they tell the 
child from what they do themselves. They have 
certain principles in mind— of safety, of health, 
of propriety— yet they apply them differently 
as between themselves and the child” (67). 

“An open parent is going to be checked at many 
points by the adolescent. Hypocrisy is going to 
be noticed and challenged. I can't help but 
believe that it is one of the most useful 
and timely things our youths do for us” (69).  

 
 
 
                                                
4 Petersen, Eugene. Like Dew Your Youth. Eerdmans. 1994. The pages numbers indicate direct quotes from the 
chapter. 
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Parenting prior to the Teen Years Parenting during the Teen Years 
“Because children have little or no 
experience in the world, most of the negatives 
are prohibitions imposed by others. They don't 
need to understand the reason for a 
prohibition, they just need to obey it. Asking 
"why" is dangerous for it dilutes and delays 
obedience—if children insist on understanding 
before obeying ("Don't stand so close to that 
cliff!" Don't eat those berries!" "Don't run into 
the street!") they're as good as dead. For the 
first years of a child s life he or she is trained in 
blind obedience, unthinking obedience, 
unquestioning obedience” (95-96)  

“This is the place, and time, to make a basic 
distinction between morality and spirituality in 
relation to the negative. In matters of morality, 
we are dealing mostly with prohibitions—the no 
comes from without; in matters of spirituality, 
we are dealing mostly with renunciations—the 
no comes from within” (96).  
 
“Jesus introduces his great no, his call for 
renunciation: deny yourself; take up your cross 
daily” (97) 
 
“"No," in this context, is a freedom word. It 
frees us from false promises, wrong roads, 
spurious attractions so that we are free for grace 
and mercy and love and God—a saved life, 
a whole life, an exuberant life” (97-98).  
 
“Denying self and taking up the cross frees us to 
follow Jesus—the only life that is simultaneously 
both full and free” (98).  

 
V.  The Importance of Listening to and Exploring Your Teen’s Feelings & Thoughts 
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VI.  Common Shrieks, Questions, & Underlying Opportunities 
 
The Big Picture … 

 There is never a dull moment with children.  As our children enter and experience 
the adolescent years, they are tossed to and fro by a sea of confusion and curiosity 
as they struggle to emerge as independent adults—who are free to make their own 
choices and to live out their fantasies of life beyond your control.  In their frantic 
effort to “find themselves,” and despite their best efforts to be different, they end up 
taking on the appearances, thoughts, feelings, and identities of those around them—
ironically, they end up sounding and looking alike! 

 But we need to listen closely to what is underneath our teens’ words and not be 
totally side-tracked by their appearances and actions.  We should be listening to and 
exploring their hearts, knowing that they are desperately trying to understand the 
world in which they live and the God who made it. 

 Let’s take a look at some well-worn teenage phrases … 
 
 
“I’ll Dress the Way I Want!"  

 Adolescence is the time when we become ourselves. The experiences and training of 
childhood are reformulated and individualized into a personal identity. Parents have 
much less control over the process than they would like, and their loss of control 
causes anxiety. But adolescence is not an affliction; it is a healthy process of growth, 
which the Christian can approach with good hope. (11)  

 Adolescents are involved, nearly full-time, in discovering who they are. Maybe that is 
why they spend so much time in front of the mirror. The process of self-definition 
goes on day and night. (11)  

 
Study Questions  

1. What kind of adolescence did you have? As you look back on it, what still interests 
you? Do you remember how others in your family, brothers and sisters, went 
through their adolescence?  

2. Describe your teenager. What are his or her characteristics? What changes have you 
noticed as she or he has entered adolescence? What good things have appeared? 
What difficulties have come up? In what ways are you disappointed?  

3. How have you changed in the last few years? Do you see yourself differently now 
from the way you did, say, ten or five years ago? How does your self-concept in 
middle age compare and differ from what you remember from adolescence?  

 
 
“I’m Not Going to Church!” 

 Adolescents, in an attempt to find the sources of their own being and arrive at self-
definition, sometimes use the device of denial or rejection. In search of personal 
faith they reject everything that is impersonal or institutional. (22)  

 "I'm not going to church today!" When that threat is sounded it can trigger an 
avalanche of emotions in the Christian parent. Parents of an adolescent are involved, 
whether they like it or not, in the confusions of the adolescent. One of the difficult 
questions parents must deal with is: "How do I as a Christian parent fulfill my 
responsibility to help my teenager be a Christian— and does making him go to 
church help or hinder?" Parents have a lot at stake in the response their child makes 
to God. They have invested prayer, concern, training, and love; they don't want to 
see it wiped out. (22)  

 What the parents must know (regardless of how they choose to respond to it) is that 
this doubt and questioning and rebellion is evidence that something deeply 
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significant is taking place in the personality of their offspring. Their teenagers 
are wondering what it is going to be like to maintain adult relationships with God. 
They are making the preparatory moves in coming to their own adult, personal faith 
in Christ. It should be counted as a good time (if not a smooth time) because 
the parents can now share the struggles and achievements of their own Christian 
faith with these emerging persons. Resistance to the church is not the first step to 
atheism—it is more likely to be a natural development in discipleship. (27)  

 We must be willing to let them on our journey with Christ—how we deal with the 
difficulties of life, our doubts and distractions … 

 
Study Questions  

1. Did you resist going to church when you were an adolescent? How did your parents 
respond? How do you now evaluate what they did?  

2. Did you ever drop out of the church completely? How long did the drop-out period 
last? What factors brought about your return?  

3. How do your teenagers express their resistance to the church? What reasons do they 
give? What tactics do they employ?  

4. What do you say when they say or act out, "I'm not going to lurch"? Do you have a 
consistent strategy? What are your ground rules?  

5. Why do you go to church? What does it mean to you? What does the actual act of 
worship mean to you personally? How is it important in your total life?  

 
 
“You’re Nothing But a Hypocrite!” 

 As adolescents develop powers of abstraction, they learn to formulate general 
principles, and from them to make applications in specific situations. When the 
principles are in algebra, they practice on problems. When the principles are moral, 
they practice on their parents. The parents have the not altogether welcome 
experience of having their own teaching redirected back to them. (63)  

 The lashing accusation from a teenage son or daughter, "You're nothing but a 
hypocrite!" is one of the most painful things a parent has to endure. It is painful 
because there is nearly always some truth in it. It is also the most difficult 
of accusations to defend one self against. Defensive responses are usually 
considered additional evidence to document the accusation. (63)  

 
Study Questions  

1. Do you ever feel that you are on trial with your children? That they are judging you. 
Evaluating you, comparing you with other parents?  

2. What accusations that your children have made of you have helped you— have been 
close enough to the truth to get you to see something that you wouldn't likely have 
seen without the pointing of their finger?  

3. Read Matthew 23. Jesus levels seven woes against the hypocrites He was living with. 
Which of the seven gets closest to where you are living?  

 
 
"I  Don’t Know What I Want to Do!"  

 Goal confusion— not knowing what you want out of life - is a common adolescent 
malady. It gets in the way of everything. The future is confused, uncertain, and 
ominous. There are choices coming up that need to be made, there are decisions 
that will have to be lived with for a long time to come, and the self is not prepared. 
Christian hope provides the best environment in which to work through these 
issues. (71)  
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 The future intrudes upon the adolescent from many different directions at once: 
there are impending choices about jobs, careers, schooling, and marriage. At the 
same time that there is this sudden inrush of "future," there is a 
corresponding feeling of helplessness, of not knowing enough, of not being adequate 
to make choices, of being overwhelmed by uncertainties. (72)  

 The two extreme response are fantasy/wishing and anxiety/worry. 
 
Study Questions  

1. How do you feel about the future? Do you indulge in fantasies about it? What are 
they? Are you anxious about the future? Describe your anxieties.  

2. What do your teenagers feet about the future? Are they obsessed with it? Do they 
avoid it? Do they think realistically about it? Are they panicked by it?  

3. A large component of an adolescent's future is vocation—a vocation that is still 
uncertain, still undefined. What are your feelings about it? What would you like your 
children to do? What education do you hope they will get?  

 
 
“Can I Have the Car Tonight?"  

 The automobile is important to young people because it symbolizes freedom and 
independence. It is a threat to parents because it symbolizes danger and 
irresponsibility. Young people look forward to the time of driving with 
eagerness; parents look at it with wariness and foreboding. In the confrontation 
between the two there are many issues of freedom, trust, and responsibility to be 
worked out, issues which are also matters of Christian growth. (79)  

 The car has other symbolic functions: values are on exhibit. For over a decade 
parents have been teaching their children a value system, and one of the visual aids 
in that pedagogy has been the family car…. The automobile, for the young, 
represents the adult world. Getting access to one is a quest for maturity. (79)  

 The surprising depth of feeling that is aroused by the question (and the angry 
response when the answer is no) indicates that it is a "symbol question" ¨ an 
apparently simple request that represents a major area of growing up. Parents will 
make a better response to the question if they have thought through what the car 
means to their teenager, and what it means to them as parents. (80) 

 
Study Questions 

1. When did you get your first car? How did you acquire it— was it given to you or did 
you earn the money yourself?  

2. What do you fear most in your teenager's use of the car? How do you communicate 
your fears to him?  

3. What signs of responsibility do you see in your child? What signs of immaturity are 
most evident?  

4. Describe a couple of turning points in your life when your "growing up" accelerated—
events that symbolize for you your own maturity.  

 
 
“You Aren’t Going to Tell Me What to Do!” 
 Before the advent of modern technology, coal miners used o take a caged canary with 

them into the mine shafts and corridors for safety reasons. If poisonous gases seeped 
into the work area, or if oxygen was insufficient, the canary would expire on the spot, 
signaling danger. (88) 

 For a long time now, I have thought of adolescents as our canaries. Their newly 
emerging and still fragile spirituality is sensitive to deadly conditions in the atmosphere 
to which adults have long since become accommodated. When we see them dropping 
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out, falling apart, and otherwise giving evidence that something is amiss in the air we 
are all breathing, we do well to take notice and seek protection. (88) 

 Matters of spirituality are at the heart of this issue. And I want to reaffirm my 
conviction: everything the adolescent experiences is an occasion and stimulus for further 
"growing up in Christ" for the parent. (89)  

 And so the first thing that parents must understand about drugs is that there is almost 
always a spiritual element in adolescent drug-taking. We can never comprehend it if we 
view it simply as a matter of wrongdoing, breaking the rules, or rebelling against 
parental or societal standards. (92) 

 By locating adolescent vulnerability to drugs in an expanding aptitude for spirituality, 
[Peterson] hope[s] to establish some common ground between parent and teenager. 
 (92) 

 
Study Questions  

1. Were there persons in the family in which you grew up who had problems with 
alcohol and/or drugs? What kind of impact did this have on you?  

2. Read Genesis 3 and discuss the "spirituality of sin." Have you thought of sin as 
"spiritual"?  

3. Discuss the sentence, "this is not a prohibition to be obeyed; it is a renunciation to 
be embraced." How do you experience the difference between a prohibition and a 
renunciation?  

4. Can you think of ways in your own life in which a simple no has provide a access to 
great freedom?  

 
 
“You’ll Never Forgive Me!” 

 Given the general instability of the adolescent personality, the pressures of peers, 
and the moral chaos of society, there is always a chance that even the most 
responsible of parents may find themselves with a young person "in trouble." 
Parents who face such possibilities before they happen are able to "preplan a 
strategy of response. (100) 

 The finest parents in the world are no sure protection against teens' making unwise 
decisions or evil choices. (101) 

 Adolescents, almost by definition, are people experimenting with choices—flexing 
their willpower and finding out what it means to say yes to this and no to that, 
feeling what it is like to do their own choosing. Parents can't have it both ways: they 
can't have the adolescent actually exercise the power of choice which will lead to 
maturity, and at the same time insist that the choices all be in line with what they, 
as parents, have already approved. (102)  

 For the most part adolescent experiments with fledgling willpower will involve 
matters of taste and appearance. These sometimes cause furious rows in the home, 
but they do not have very serious consequences. With a modest amount of 
goodwill and good humor, things proceed fairly well. But sometimes teens make 
decisions that will involve them in serious difficulty. A bad decision about sex may 
result in an unexpected and unwanted pregnancy. A careless decision about driving 
may lead to an accident in which someone is seriously injured or killed. A muddled 
decision about drugs may end up in arrests, jail, and the courts. Adolescence is an 
age of extremes: there are soaring flights to the best, but there are also plummeting 
descents to the worst. Usually these alternating ups and downs are restricted to the 
world of the imagination and the emotions, but occasionally they get acted out. And 
when they do there can be trouble. (102)  

 When an adolescent decision has produced consequences that seem disastrous and 
irreversible there is usually a conclusion of despair: "You'll never forgive me!" 
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Youths are aware that they are not only the product of parental prayer but the focus 
of parental hopes. The prayers and promises have been channeled into their bodies 
and spirits. And if, now, by their bad decision their parents' expectations are 
shattered—". . . after such knowledge, what forgiveness?" (102)  

  The ways in which parents can respond to the crises in which parental standards 
have been grossly violated, or an element of personal catastrophe has been 
introduced, fall into one of three categories: condone, condemn, and forgive. 
The first two are common but highly destructive to family relationships; the third is 
uncommon but wonderfully redemptive. (103)  

 Forgiveness is not a human act; it is not what we do to repair the damage our sins 
have caused. It is a divine act. It is what God does to deal with the mess of our sins. 
Insofar as we can engage in it at all it is as participants in what God is doing in Jesus 
Christ. (107)  

 The act of forgiveness begins by accepting the sin, whatever it is. It does not blink at 
the sin, it does not obscure it, it does not excuse or modify or explain it: it faces it. 
And it accepts the consequences of the sin. (107)  

 Forgiveness proceeds by accepting the person who committed the sin. It 
aggressively initiates a new movement of love toward that person. it gathers him, or 
her, back into the relationship of love, saying, "You are what is real, not 
the sin. Nothing you or anyone else can do will separate you from me." (107) 

 
Study Questions  

1. Were you involved in any crises as an adolescent? In what ways do you think you 
disappointed your parents? How did they respond?  

2. What do you fear most from the bad or unwise decisions your children may make? 
What consequences do you foresee? How would your personal history be affected?  

3. Two common ways of responding to an unpleasant crisis are to condone or to 
condemn. Which would you most likely take? In what ways do you see forgiveness as 
different from either?  

 
“Where are you going?” or “What are you doing? 

 Our children can be very subtle about asking you to talk …  
 
“We have to talk …” 

 Or they can be very direct.  Sometimes, our teens will not even ask but they will 
start talking—it is so easy in missing or dismissing such opportunities! 

 They are also watching for your initial reactions—if you are quick to jump on them, 
they will casually change the subject and disengage.  If they see from your reactions 
it is safe to proceed, then they will continue the conversation with cautious desire. 
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V.  Conclusions5 
 A search of Scripture turns up one surprising truth: there are no exemplary families 

(Adam & Eve; Shem, Ham, &  Japheth; Jacob & Esau; Joseph mistreated by his 
brothers; Jesse and his sons in how they treated David; and David is unfortunate in 
how he managed his household) (110). 

 The picture in Mark 3 strikes us as typical rather then exceptional: Jesus is active, 
healing the sick, comforting the distressed, and fulfilling His calling as Messiah, while 
His mother and brothers are trying to get Him to come home, quite sure He is crazy.  
Jesus’ family criticizes and des not appreciate.  It misunderstands and does not 
comprehend (110-111). 

 The biblical material consistently portrays the family not as a Norman Rockwell group 
… but as a series of broken relationships in need of redemption (111). 
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