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Our Prayer

Gracious God, Giver of all life,

We pray for these parents.

Give them wisdom and patience.

Let Your peace and joy dwell in their homes.

Instruct them in Your gospel truth.

Strengthen them in faith. 

Sustain them through prayer.

Order their lives by love.

We pray for these children.

Be gracious to them.

Draw them to Yourself.

Help them to love and trust Jesus.

We pray that You will grow them in faith,

So that they might be like arrows in Your hand.

For Christ’s sake, Amen.



Dylan Michael Blair
Dylan Michael Blair was born on April 13, 2010 to 

Matt and Lindsey Blair and brothers Ryne, Luke, 

and Eric. With each child, we are reminded that God created each 
of our children individually and uniquely. We continue to learn about 
God’s grace daily as we seek to teach our boys about God and His 
work in our lives. We are reminded daily that we need Jesus, and that 
we never move beyond the gospel! And you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with 
all your strength. Mark 12:30

Benjamin Thomas Casey
  

We like the name Benjamin because it is a strong sounding name, 
no real other reason! Ben was born November 30, 2009. Benjamin’s 
parents are Anthony and Beth Casey. We have learned more about 
what it means to deny ourselves and serve Benjamin, who is very 
much in need most of the time. It has been a joy to watch Benjamin 
grow and develop.



Royal Oakland Deeb
Royal Oakland Deeb was born on March 17, 2010 

to Tyler and Noel Deeb. We decided on his name after going 

our search stopped! Royal’s middle name tells the story of where 
Tyler and I met. We were brought to California from far away places, 
Wisconsin and Kentucky, to learn how to serve our neighbors humbly 

learned how to watch more Arrested Development and read more 
Harry Potter since our curfew is now 7:30 (which we love). But really, 

Bailey Paige Durec
Bailey Paige Durec was born on August 20, 2010 

and is the daughter of Mike and Katy Durec and 

the sister of Kendra. Bailey is her mother’s maiden name 
and Paige sounded cute with it. Since Bailey’s arrival our family 
has learned how to juggle two children while loving them both 
tremendously. While waiting for Bailey a verse that came to mind 
quite often was Deuteronomy 31:8, 

 It is our prayer that Bailey will take comfort in 
this verse throughout her life.



Josephine Danielle Eberenz
Josephine Danielle Eberenz was born on 8/16/2010 

means “God will increase”—our prayer is that He will increase her 
faith in Him as she grows. Her middle name, Danielle, was chosen to 
honor both her aunt and her father’s late cousin. Joey lights up our 
lives and we feel so blessed by every day we get to cherish and enjoy 

also an amazing, undeserved gift. As parents, our greatest hope is that 
she would love God and delight in loving and serving others in His 
name, knowing that 

 (Mark 9:35).

Gabriel Tipton Elliott
Gabriel Tipton Elliott is the son of Adam and 

Rebecca Elliott.

which has been clear through God’s complete control of the nature 

until we remembered that Tipton was the name of Rebecca’s great-
grandfather. Again, we are humbled by the way that 

 (Jeremiah 1:5)



Natnael Daniel and  
Minilik Daniel Ems
Our sons were given their names, Natnael and 

Minilik by their Ethiopian parents who no doubt 

appreciated the Biblical origins of their names. 

When we became their forever family, they both were given their 
father’s name as a middle name as is Ethiopian custom.  We felt this 
was a perfect way for them to hear the permanence of their situation, 

brotherhood, and get to be big brother and little brother to the most 
loving sister in the world, Lauren.  Since Nati and Miki have joined 
our family, we have been amazed at God’s love and protection of all of 
us.  We are frequently reminded and reminding them, 

 Psalm 139:14

Olivia Noelle Foy
Olivia Noelle Foy is the daughter of David and 

December 25, 2008. Keri, inspired by her great grandmother 
Olivia Selvidge’s poetry about life and Christianity, vowed to name 

arrived on Christmas morning, the most blessed holiday present God 
has ever given their marriage, they decided on Noelle for her middle 

shares the same birthday as their Savior and they’ve learned that as 

love God has for them. Luke 2:10



Fred Chason Gilliland

Fred is such a tremendous blessing to us! He is a miracle from start to 

so much about God from him. Fred means “peaceful ruler”. Chason 
means “strong”. We pray that you will be a strong, peaceful ruler. We 
pray that you will know the Lord as your Savior and serve Him with 
boldness and courage. May we be faithful to train you up to know the 
Lord and to trust Him completely. 

 Habakkuk 3:18

Zinnia Salayish Groce
We adopted Zinnia from Ethiopia this June.  
Her adoption is always a reminder of how we have been adopted as 
sons and heirs by God. We were once orphans, but can now call Him 
father! Zinnia’s middle name is Salayish, which means “before I saw 
you” in Amharic. We loved her and knew that she was our daughter 
before we even saw her. More importantly, we knew that before we 
laid eyes on Zinnia, God was working to guide her to our family. Her 
siblings are Isaiah (5), Miles (4), and London (2).



Caleb Yoseph Hall

Ethiopia. Caleb came from Numbers 14:24 
 Yoseph is his given name. We learn 

daily with Caleb! We desire to follow the example of Christ; teach, 
correct, at the same time show love and grace. God has reminded us 
through our journey with Caleb, a deeper understanding of how we 

provided through the cross. Caleb is an amazing son that God has so 
richly blessed us with.

Celia Catherine Harvey
 

 

and older sister Anna. Honestly, we heard her name on 
America’s Next Top Model and thought it was beautiful! Celia means 
heavenly and she has been a heavenly baby, a joy to all of us and so 
easy-going. Being parents of two children has taught us that we can’t 
do it on our own but that Christ is faithful to satisfy and to lead us. 
Our prayer for you, Celia, is that God 

enlightened (Eph.1:17-18).



Josiah Daniel Horton

He was to be “Christian 
Daniel” until Pastor Daniel preached on King Josiah. We wanted this 
baby to know Jesus, and to stir people’s hearts to know and love God 
through the reading of God’s Word. Josiah is our joyful baby, always 
smiling and making others laugh. It is our prayer as we seek the Lord 
in raising Josiah that the body of Christ would also be an example of 
Gospel life and family. Ps. 84:11 

Emma Grace Hatfield
Emma Grace was born on the 22nd of July, 2010.  

We chose the name Emma Grace because Danielle said she always 
wanted a little girl named Emma. Grace is her great-grandmother’s 
name. We have learned that if you make funny faces at your child, 
your child will infact mimic them as much as physically possible. 
Emma’s life verse is Micah 6:8 



Ila Gwen Janes
We chose to name Ila Gwen Janes after my great 

Kevin & Tessa Janes. She has taught us about the love and 

daughter: 2 Timothy 3:14-15 

Charlotte Eleanor Jones

name is Eleanor after Matt’s great aunt who has been a tremendous 
source of encouragement over the years and a long distance pen-
pal. 

 Being Charlotte’s 
parents is a wonderful blessing—we anticipated that. What we were 

 
2 Corinthians 12:9 


