
Palm Sunday 
 
Preschool Schedule for Sunday, April 1st, 2012:  
Jesus is King, Luke 19:28-40 and John 12:12-19  
 
Supplies: Coloring Sheets, Green & Brown Construction Paper, A “Burger King” Crown 
  
1. (45 minutes before service) Prayer Huddle/Room Set-up   
  
Children will start arriving 15 minutes before the service.   
  
Welcome / Free Play As the children come in, a helper should greet them and mark the alphanumeric 
code from their nametag on the class roll. Greet each child warmly as he or she comes into the classroom, 
and encourage him or her to “come and play.” 
	  

The Big Question Center (10-15 minutes) is designed to introduce and overview the week’s 
Bible story and provide a transition to Bible time.  This learning center is designed to give an overview of 
the day’s lesson.  
 
Big Question: Who is Jesus? 
Answer: Jesus is the Savior King 
 
We will open this week’s lesson with a call and response. The teacher should read their part. Then, the 
children’s should answer. We’re going to praise Jesus by saying “Hosanna!  Jesus is King!” “Hosanna” 
means “Savior!” The teacher will say something that is true about Jesus and the kids will answer.  
“HOSANNA! JESUS IS KING!”  
 
Leader: Jesus needed a colt to ride!  Kids: Hosanna!  Jesus is King! 
 
Leader: Jesus rode into the city.  Kids: Hosanna!  Jesus is King! 
 
Leader: The people praised and shouted  Kids: Hosanna!  Jesus is King! 
 
Leader: If they stop praising, the rocks will shout!  Kids: Hosanna!  Jesus is King! 
 
Next, act out the story.  Pass out palm fronds and coats to act out the story.  Tell the children, “We 
praise Jesus because He is the king!”  Have someone pretend to ride on a colt through the crowd.  Have the 
children shout, “Hosanna!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

 

Worship Gathering (15-20 minutes). On a regular basis (varies by campus, the SojournKids 
music team will lead a prepared music service for preschoolers.  
 
  



Story Circle (5-10 minutes)—Gather your class together for Story Circle. This is an interactive 
time. Read the “Triumphal Entry,” story #108 on page 216 of the Gospel Story Bible. Be sure to emphasize 
the main points: 
 

• Jesus is the Savior King.  
• The people honored Jesus as King by obeying and praising him. 
• We should obey and praise Jesus. 

 
13b Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the King of Israel! John 12:13b 

 
Ask these review questions from the Bible storybook: 
 

• What are the people doing in the picture? 
• What will soon happen to Jesus in Jerusalem? 
• What terrible thing will these same people be shouting? 

 

Prayers and Response (10-15 minutes)—During the Prayer and Response time, children review a 
series of practical responses that usually includes a picture find, coloring sheets, and responsive prayers or 
action rhymes.  
	  
Coloring Sheet: Hand out the Show Me Jesus! Coloring sheet, and do the following review questions with the kids 
(from God’s Story Bible Coloring Book from Great Commission Publications): 
 

• Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. The picture shows that the people waved leafy branches and laid down their 
coats to honor him. What do you think the people said? They said, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” Jesus is God’s King, who came to deliver his people from the kingdom of sin and death. He is our Savior and He is our 
King.  

• How can we show that he is our king? We show that he is our king when we trust him, praise him, and obey his Word. 
• Why did the Pharisees want Jesus to correct His disciples? The Pharisees didn’t believe Jesus was king.  They wanted the 

praises to stop. 
• What did Jesus say to them? Jesus said, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” The rocks would praise 

Jesus even if the people stopped praising Him. 
 
Play ‘Follow the Leader’: We honor Jesus as king by obeying him.  Have one child wear a paper “Burger King” 
crown.  Then, play “follow the leader.”  Allow the kids to take turns being king.  Talk about how Jesus is our king, and 
he wants us to follow him.  

 
Let’s Pray: Dear God, thank you providing Jesus for us as our Savior King. Thank you for sending him to die for our 
sins. Help us to follow him and praise him all of our lives.  
 

Snack / Memory Work (15 minutes)—During the snack time, take time to pray with your class, 
and review the memory work from the SojournKids at Home sheet:  
 
“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.”  
1 John 3:1 (ESV) 
 
How did godly persons show their faith before Christ came? They offered sacrifices on God’s altar. (Exodus 
24:3-8; 1 Chronicles 29:20-25; Hebrews 9:19-23; 10:1; 11:18) 
 
What did these sacrifices represent? Christ, the Lamb of God, who would die for sinners. (Exodus 12:46; John 
19:36; Hebrews 9-10; John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 5:7; 1 Peter 1:19)



Creative Centers (10-15 minutes)—At the Creative Centers, children engage in craft activities that 
fire their imaginations about how the day’s lesson can be creatively applied.

Make Palm Leaves and Color Paper Coats: We have pre-cut leaf shapes from green construction paper and coat 
shapes from brown construction paper.  Kids will use scissors to cut the edges of the palm leaves, making the paper look 
like fronds (see the diagram below). Kids can also color the coats. 

 
 
Do the “Let’s Do” activity on the back of the “Show Me Jesus” coloring sheet: (1) Seat the children in a 
circle and divide the circle in half. (2) Have each child on the left side of the circle take his coat cut-out. Expalin that 
they are the Coat Team. (3) Have each child on the right side of the circle take his palm leaf cut-out. Explain that 
the name of their team is Leafy Branches. (4) Tell the teams that you will say something from the Bible story. When 
they hear you say the name of their team, they are to hold up their papers. (5) Say each of the following sentences 
slowly and give the teams time to respond: 
 

• The disciples put their coats on the donkey’s back to make a saddle for Jesus. 
• Jesus sat on the coats covering the donkey’s back and rode into Jerusalem. 
• When the people saw Jesus coming, they began spreading their coats along the road. 
• Some people cut leafy branches from the trees. 
• They put the leafy branches on the road. 
• The people used their coats and leafy branches to honor King Jesus! 

 
Do the Easter Invitation coloring sheets: Have each child think of a friend’s name to write on their invitation 
coloring sheet. Have them write their own name and their friend’s name on the coloring sheet. Then, allow them to 
color the coloring sheets and encourage them to give the sheets to their friends and invite them next week. 
 
 


