Richmond has ‘A Lot in Common’ for everyone
By RUTH HEIDE
Alamosa County Editor
ALAMOSA - Musician and recording artist Don Richmond releases his third solo album with “A Lot in Common,” now available on cassette tape and compact disc.
The song “A Lot in Common” is indicative of the album itself. “The song ‘A Lot in Common’ is very social oriented,” Richmond said. “It seemed to me that was one of the main problems to deal with in the world -the ‘us against them’ syndrome. It’s almost impossible to get around. That’s kind of what that song’s about. We are all in it together, whether we like it or not.”
“A Lot in Common” features original music by Richmond who spent a great deal of his musical career with the band, “Tumbleweed,” which was together 17 years. He was involved in four albums with “Tumbleweed.”
He is now playing with “Hired Hands” in Taos, N.M.
Richmond described his solo album music as modem folk. “Some of his bluegrass tinged. A few are somewhat electric sounding because I played electric guitar for many, many years. Some songs seemed to call for that. I tried to give every song what I felt that song needed.”
A versatile musician, Richmond is a vocalist and instrumentalist whose thrust is in acoustic oriented music such as piano, fiddle, banjo and mandolin, all of which he plays.
On “A Lot in Common” Richmond plays piano, fiddle, mandolin, banjo, harmonica and pedal steel guitar.
Richmond also does the lead vocals on the album with his friend Billy Bond doing harmony vocals. Bond and Richmond are both members of “Hired Hands” and performed in “Rock Bottom Band” which is now basically retired.
Other performers who have played in bands such as “Tumbleweed” with Richmond assist in putting together “A Lot in Common.”
“It’s nice to involve as many people as you can out there,” Richmond said.
There will be a release party for “A Lot in Common” this Friday from 7-1o p.m. at Cafe Maya in downtown Alamosa. Richmond will play some :of his music, and copies of his new release will be available. Copies are also available through Firedworks and This, That, and the Other in Alamosa. This and other recordings may also be ordered through Richmond at Howlin’ Dog Records, P.O. Box 825, Alamosa, CO 81101.
Richmond said it was just time to do another album because he had material which needed to be shared, he felt, so could move on to new material. “You get clogged up if you don’t keep it flowing.”
He had not planned for the songs to be social commentary, but many of them are in “A Lot in Common.” That is just the way this particular “batch” of songs grouped themselves, he said.
Richmond said he does not know where the songs come from and does not feel he has a special “conduit to wisdom” that others do not. He just feels music is his work in the world. “This is my assignment. That’s really the way I feel about it.”
His goal is to use ordinary things to “evoke the sublime,” he said. In addition to his involvement in bands and performances on his own, Richmond has a recording studio (where “A Lot in Common” was recorded), gives lessons on a limited basis (he is currently not taking any new students) and is involved in the “Artist in Residence” program in Valley schools.
He will be doing sessions in Valley schools in January, February and March.
He has been involved in that program for a couple years and has done workshops for teachers. “It’s really a neat program, really amazing. . . It’s very transformative.”
In addition to performing and teaching, Richmond is about finished writing a book related to music. It will deal with performance psychology. His wife Teri, a counselor, helped edit the book and shared her input with him.
Richmond has lived in the San Luis Valley for 32 years, since 1962 when his family moved to this area. His father was a voice professor at Adams State College for many years.
Although Richmond frequently travels with his music, he chooses to live in the Valley.
“It’s hard to beat the San Luis Valley in my book. It’s kind of a harsh place in some ways. It’s a very real place. Although I love the northern New Mexico area - it’s similar in climate - there’s sort of a frenzy down there that there isn’t here.”


